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TUE MA.NITOBA SOHOOL CASE.

T11E i'RIVY COUNOIL DEOISIONS.

I3F-OREL; the next nuinber of the
BAitiis7TER appears it is likely tuit
the Governor-in-Gouncil wvilI have
acted upon.i the peition ofi the Catho-
lie minority of Manitoba for sone
reinedial order. To discuss thie pro-
bable action of the Council would
be premiature at this stage; it -'il,'
however, prepare the ground for suchi
discussion to briefly review the bis-
tory of the case up to the hearing by
the body upon wbîchi the responsibil-
ity bas devolved of dealing -%vith. this,
the ugliest, political question that *in
recent years bas arisen in ail Canada.

In 1890, two acts relating to, educa-
tion were enacted by the Manitoba
Legislature. The one (,53 Vie., c. 37
Man.), ereated a Departinent of Edu-
cation, eonsisting of the Executive
Council of the Province, or a Coin-
inittee thereof, and creC.ed also an
Advisory Board. This Board, it wvas
provided, should consist of seven
rnembers, foi-,r of them to be appointed
by the Department of ]Lducation, two
to be elected by the teachers, and one
to be appointed by the 'University
Council. ano-ng other powers en-
trusted to the Advisory Board, were
(Sec. 14), powvers "'(b), to examine and
authorize text-books and books of

reference for the use of pupils and
sehiool. libraries," and " (g), to prescribe
the forrns of religious exercises to be
used in schiools." Tbis Act, iii effeet,
supplied the machinery for the opera-
tion of the companion Act (53 Vie.,
e. 38, Man.)-" Thie Public Sehlools
Act." We have seen that the Advis-
ory Board hiad power to .authorize
texb-books, andi te prescribe the forms
of religions exercise. The Main Act
re-established the exîsting seýhools,
whiether Protestant or Catholie, as
non-scetarian schools, and prohi bited
in these sehools religious exercises
other than thoSe authorized by the
Advisory Board (Secs. 3 and 8).
None but authorized text-books are
to be nsed in these national sehools
(Sec. 141», nor eau other than teacli-
ers duly certifieated under the regula-
tions of the Departient of Education,
teachi (Sec. 126), The Catholie Sehool
flintriets were wiped out (Sec. 179.)
A general rate for sehool purposes was
provided, to be levied upon all tax-
able property in the mnuuicipâlity
(Sec. 89), and miunicipalities were de-
prived of power to exempt auy pro-
perty from the seliool tax (Sec. 92).
This Act camne înto force on May lst,
1890. Thereafter, Catholie Separate
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