
Lifc and Labours of Johz .Kitto, D.D. Mîay.

placed in the iPoor's Ilouse, or as it was calledl ;-"The H-ospital of the
Poor's lortion."-an institution endowed with £2000, and producing a ren-
tai in 181:2 of £374 12s. applieti to the maintenance and education of p9or
children. To this place lûtto biad a thorougéhl aversion; particularly be-
cause of its confinement, and the restraints it laid upon bis time. Tt was,
therefore, only by strategem tha t lie was located there on 'Nov. 15, 1819,
ivlen lie biad nearly comipleted bis 15tli year. luEs dislike to the pilace,
liowever, wvas afterwvards greatly removed by the kindnesses of Mr iRoberts
the governor, andi Mr Burnard clerk to the Board of Guardians. 2hey
not only indulged, but encouragret hlmi lu bis taste for letter.writing and
permitted hirn to remain over nigit lu bis own l'avourite littie rootu at bis
father's bouse. The letters whichi lie wrote %vhile an inmate of the Poor's

Bouse were numerous, and discover a power of composition almnost lucre-
élible, for one of bis years. But iii nothing, perbaps, did Kitto s0 înluch.
excel as in letter writing. Iu reading bis communications to bis frientis
bothi at bomne andi abroati, one is always reinindeti of the beautifixi anti vi-
vacious productions rfCowl)er ; of the touchingr nelaneholy effusions of
1Nirke White; and of the bold, masculine strokes of -Iuglh M)illeri-strokes
as pithy and %vell directed as those of biis mallet in early days; for the let-
ters of Kitto rnay be sii to combine the prominent qualities of aîl the tbree.
It bias been somewhlere ivell reinark ed-"l Bacli of bis letters on bis travels,
is a fine specimen &ficuevrin.

But Kitto's tirne, w~hile in tbe 1'oor's Hlouse, was not, ail devoted to w'ri-
ting letters andi keepiug a journal, whicb lie nov l'or tbe first time began to
do. H-e wvas set to shoe-making, an occupation whiclî sceee best fitteti
for one ln bis circumstances. Nor la this occupation wvas bie 'ourni defici-
ont. In seven mnontbs lie masteruti e nma].ing-if wh'at is caieleti list slboes"*;
but as bie wvas belti to, this ivork and tbis -,-, ok only for five months lon 'ger,
lie tired of it; finding It notbing but a repetition of the sam-! manual and
iuechanical operatins, withiout a single particle in it to exurcise the mind,
or to arrest the attention. 1)uring the twelvernontb lie "lmatie 7$ pairs of
list shoes, besities mnending many pairs." lHe received as a premium one
penny per week.

At the close of the twe]vemontb, or nearly *o, a 'Ur Bowden applieti to
the Poor's Ilouse for an apprentice, anti Kituo was the individual selectcd
and regularly bounti over to bim. This mani prove ob cmlt y
:rant, a perfect type, as bis biograpber remarks, of", the Legree stockz,"' lu
Uncle Tonî's Cabin. Ie maltreate&l hlmi lu every imaginable shjape; struck
Ihlm anti cast bis awls arnd otlw.r tools at bimi ; besides exacting froîn hlmi
a most un:uasunable ainount botb of time and labour. ln tbis situation,as
is to be suppoý,ed, Kitto w~as most unhappy. Ife maintaineel firmnness lu
Cie presence of bis tyrant; but in secret, lie poureti forth flootis oU burning
sealding tears. 'lo suclh a degrce did tbe treatment of tiuis cruel andi un-
principled wvretcb, prey on the tenderi anti sensitive mind of Kitto, tixat,

seeig-noprosectof inînediate relief, lie resolvetio committing ucd
anti so determinet ibad ýie beconie lu bis resolution, tbat bie biat fixedi on
the very nighlt andi the very plaîce for pezrformiing the deeti. But aficer re-
peateti conîplaints to, bis friends of tbe ]?oor's Iluse, they, lu a fortunate
liour, interfereti, brouglht bis case before a miagistrate, got bis bond oU ap.
prenticeship) cancelle<l, and restoreti humi to bis formier position lu the .r-os-
pila.-In referec to this j)eriod of bis Ilf, it is uecessary only fardier to
reîuark, thnt wvbile in tbe Poor's bouse, lie proposeti and was encovraged
to write a series of lectu1 res ou the government of tbe boys in ibant instutu-


