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In 180-1, whion, on titr imeignation of theaddnto hkty
Pitt returnecd to po%'e', Viscomnt iMcflvillo bmcane First Lor<il of the
Adniralty; ancl now it %vias that the tide of his good fui-tie began
to ebh. Hoe was, ail of a suddcn, ealled to accotint by theI'e of
Couinions for certzain inapractices indulged in seine twvcnty ycars
prcviously by co AIeocander Trotter, tho Payma.)ster of the Navy
,whcui Melville was Treasuirer of tho Navy in 1786. The charge carne
up) indirectly i connection ivith another inquiry, and the occasion
was grecally soized by thto Wllig Opposition as ono that iniglht 1îerImps
bring, on the doývnfaill of Pitt's administration. On the motion of
Mfr. Whitbrcad, a resolution was carried, only, howevcr, by the easting
vote of the Speaker, in a boeuse or 433, asserting that "Ilargo sums of
nioney lind been, under pretence of naval services, drawn from the
:bank by- Alex.ander Trotter, Paymaaster of the Navy, and by him
invested ini cxchequcr and navy bis, lent upon the sccurity of stock,
*employed in discounting privato bills, and used in various ways for
tho purposes of prhrate omolumnent; and that i so doing lie acted
with the knowledgeû and consent of Lord Melville, to wvhoni hie vas
*at the saine time private agent; and therefore that Lord Melville
Las bee» guilty of gross violation of the law, and a ii breacli of
'duty." Before the resolution wvas put, Pitt and Canining liad both
-spoken cloquently and powerfully ini defence of theïr colleague. On
the day after thie condemnatory vote, Pitt announced to the Flouse
that Lord Melvillo bad resigned bis office of First Lord of thd
Adnilralty; ancfthrce weeks later Pitt intimatcd that, in defereace
to tho prevailing senso of the Flouse, the King had been advised by
Lis iiistcrs to crase Lord Mclville's name from the list of Privy
Counicillors, and that accordingl it would hc donc. Four wecks
later, Melville asked to be beard heforo the Êouse of Comnioni,
-'where lie appearcd in person, and offered reasonable explanation of
Lis condct as Treasurer of thie Navy twcnty years before The
Opposition 'vas implacable, howcvor, and, at the instigation of WVbit-
bread, a vote wvas carricd to institute formai impeachiment; anmd in
due tiuie, Westinstcr Hall witncsscd a scene somewhat siinilar to
that whlîi hiad been, cnacted 'within about twenty ycars bMère, nt
the trial of the other great Proconsul, Warren Hastings.

The lîrocess lasted fromi April 29 to June 12 (1806), whlic the
accuscd î>cer was acquitted of malversation pcrsonally, but judgcd
gu;ilty of iiegigence of duty in respect ôf his agent. Tiiero can ho
ne0 question but that Melville's allog-ed offenco was greatly ugnificd


