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ihey chose to the royal presence, would not
sop at forgery, which they could conceal, if
they had made up their minds to wurder,
which hag seldom or ever been successfully
concealed: But it matters not inso far as
fegards the fate of the Prince, whether the
writ was e;en‘uin'e or nat. It was acted upon
and tife unfoitoriate son ofa King waa seized
by his enemies, Druclae and Hamargny,
fashed in his royal robes to the back of a sor-
Ty pony, and hﬁrned through Fife, toa pri=
on a«lwmmg to tho p'\lacc of Falkland.

Thé unh'mry Prmce now eaw that }us
death waa deternuned—-but he little suspect-
ed what was to be its eruel nature. The
work of his efiemies was done; het they had
tlelegdted what even their, hard fiearts could
not accomplish to ruffians from whose bosoma
every humane feeling had been long eradi-
tated: He was put under the charze of two
men. brought it is supposed from Aberdeen—
a locality as far from the scene of the tragedy
th.ey werk to perlort as possible—called John
Wright and John Selkirk, names thiit re-
maitied infdinous in Scotland fir many a day
~the laces of thege men, filled with the ex-
pression of a determivation to resist eveyy
feeling of humanity, contrasted strange(y
with the counténance of the royal yomh——
farmed by nalurc, and moulded by his #ym-
parhies, to speak eloquently the languace of
affection, and reflect the fair lineaments of
the most beaittiful of the graces. It required
only one glance bf the Prince’s inquring eye
to =ee that, if his fate depended, upon the
feelings of these men, he had no chance of
salvation in this world.

The ruffians having thrown thé unforth-
nate youth into bne of the low dungeons bf
the prison, without speaking a word, were
prepdring to leave him, when urged by feel-
ings of despair, he féll on his knees and he-
secched them totell him what commission
they had got from Lis eneties for the fulfil-
ment of his Tale.

« “Tell me, good friends,” he cried, ¢

what shape death is to come to the son of a
king, that he may prepare his mind to mbet
his end a< becometh a man. Grant e, at
{east, the privilege of dying by my own hand
that the descendantof Bruce may escape
the fate ol maleluctors, or the mangled ter-
mination f the devoted viciim of revenge.—
=You aie not, you cannot be so bad s the
Bternnces ol office wakes you appear.  Shali

Priveeof Seotland:

the Prince of Scot!and ue in vain tathe syl
jects of hie father for the hoon of a dagger
Merciiul Lseaven! am I refused this reques
Then iserielty to be added to injustice ; an
perhapsstaration—dreadful thonght! awai
me with irer attendant agonics,”

As the unfortunate Prince uttered thes
words, he fell on the damp floor of the ilun
geon. His appeal preduced nothing but
hollot erowl, more like the sound of a mas
tifPs anger than the voice of'a human being
Turning abruptly from him, they left hir
bxtended en the Zround, and in an insan
feemedto be entirely occupiéd about the man
ner in which they should secure, with doub!
certainty, the doot bf the dungeon. On liftine
hishead; the victim heard nothing but th
harsh expostulatioris of the two men, as the
diflercd about the expediency of riveting th
irdn bars by which the door was fastened. -

The wretched yolith had trily anticipate’
ELisfate. Starvation was the mode of den
fiked upon by his cowardly murderers—whr
might have been accomplished in an jrstar
was prolonged for many days. Cruelty wa
indeeds as he had said, added to injnstien;
and the mercifiii death of the malefactor ¢
the gallows, was denied to the heart-rendir
entreaties of a prince.  For fifteen days, &
cording to a historian, he was suflered
remain without food, under the charge
Wright and Selkirk, whose task it was
watch the agony ol their victim till it end.
in death. It issaid, that, for a while t
W etched prisoner was preserved ina remar
‘able wanner, by the kinduess of a poor w
man, who in passing through the garden
Falkland, was attrdcted; by his groans .
the grated window of his dungeon, whi
was level with the ground, and became &
quainted with hisstory. Tt Was her cust
to steal thither at nizht, and bring him fi.
by dropping smali ¢akes through the gratii
whilst nulk, conducted through a pipeto.
mouth,was theonly way he could he suppl
with drink.  But Wright and Selkirk ¢
p becting, from his appearance, that het
some secret supply, watched, and detec
the charitabie visitant, und the Prince s
abandoned to his fate.

Such was the death assigned (o thesn
a king, the most beautitul, the most e
ging, the most generous—what pity s¢
ad!, the most volatile and irregular thate
was horn to a kingdom, amidst the acels:
tiois of & loving people |



