CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

axclnde them entirely from my housc; and to press, to the best of
my ability, abstinence from them on othcers, on all whom I have
posscssed any meane, public ur pnvate, of inflnencing.

While I deem the use of theae drinks to bo as objectionabls un
public occasions as in the private circle, and repudiate all notion
of cunnexion between them and what is elevated or manly in
sentument—still more what is spiritual and christian ; I
cannot without question admit the propricty or wisdom of
entire withdrawment on the part of tectotalers, frum every com,
pany which may tolerate or partake of them, Toinc the prac,
tising of teetotahism in the presence of anti-teetotalers, looks much
more like a robuke, than an cncouragement, and appears much
miore likely to repress than to promote the usc of the drinks in
question.

Your view of the occasion which cailed forth your strictures
is too narrow ; you scem 1o have lost sight entirely of the object
of the meeting, and have dealt with it 0w if mercly a queation of
dining with ** wines,” or without. Itwase not in this light I ro
gorded it ; with me tho * dinner” was nothing more than an ac-
cident ; it was * neither" to cat nor to drink that I attended, but
to testufy my approval of the Free Church movement, and my
vespect for Dr. Burna and hic congregation.

With tho struggle in Scotland Ihave sympathised from its cem.
mencement, becauso the principles contended for acemed to me
fundamental, and pregnant with consequences of very great wm.
portance to the causc of God; for their distinct, manly
advocacy of these principles, for the preservance and the earncst.
ness with which they contended for them, and the spirit of sclf-
sacrifice by which they proved their love to them; I hold the
Brothren of the Free Church to bo worthy of all honours. They
Kave laid the whole church of Christ under obligation, by the dis.
play which they bave given of high christian principles.

Their claim to the respect of christians in Canada, is stren.
thened by tho fact, that at = time when they might have excused
themselves for confining their exertions ta their own country, they
not mercly sent their Deputations here, but have consented to
part with some of their best men, that by their readence among
us they may assist in forming the sontiments and habits, and
moulding the institutions of a country destined to become great,
and to exert an important influcnce on distant tunes and regions.

Especially do I hold Dr. Burns cntitled to respect, {or severing
himsolf from connexions closc and holy, and which have subsisted
long ; the deaeription of connexions which a cultivated christian
mind values most highly, and casting in his lot with us, at & time
of life which (notwithstanding the unbroken wigour, which will,
1 hape, be long continued,) would have justiicd his remaining at
home to share in the triumphs of his brethren, and in the honour
which a grateful, magnanimous people, is delighting and will de.
light to heap upon those who led them in a contest 80 noble, and
would have tempted most men to do it.  That [ sinned in suffer.
ing mysclf to be so far wruught upon by these views, as to attend
the *induction dinner,” I cannot believe, and consequently have
no confession to make, no pardon to crave. I never can conscnt,
that either teetotalism or any thing elee shall lay a cold hand on
the current of generous focling, or separate me from those with
whom 1 fecl mysclf one in Christ, and whom, in spite of the points
an which we conscientiously differ, I hold myself bound to coun-
tenance and aid by every moans not involving a dereliction of
prineiple.

Erc this you have become aware that within a fortnight or less,
after his arrival in this city, cven beforo your article was in print,
Dr. Burns publioly redsemed the pledge, which you not inproperly
19garded his language in Scotland as implying, } doubt not but
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this has made you regret your refleetion wpon hinw, and therefore,
I will take no furthor notico of it.  Allow me to bog of you the
excrciso of all possible caro in future, lest, while sceking (o serve
the temperance cause you damage it, by gnoving and dicourag-
ing its friends, or supplylog its encivits with matetinla tor
attack.

Though compelled by my fecling of the wrong dune e, thus
10 express myaelf, 1 beg to re.assure you of my high estecm for
your character, my gratitude for the 2cal and hberabty winch
sou have so long manifested in connexlon with a cause wlich |
love, and of my desire for your uscfulnees.

Please insert this in your number for the present month, and
oblige
Yours truly,

Toronto, 9th July, 1845. A. Liue.

REMARKS.

Mr. Lillic's reply to vur very bricf remarke on lis attendunce
at the [ Toronto induction dinner, appears to us somewhat long
and we would have kept out part, especially that wich refers to
the Free Church of Scotland, as not altogether relevant, but for
the fear that he might think himself unfairly treated.

Of M.. Lillie's devotedness to the temperance cause, we never
entertained a doubt, and thercfore we were specially gneved
find that causc wounded in the house of its friends.

Mr. Lillie justifics his conduct on two grounds—first, that the
drinking, nay, the dinncr altogether, was a mere aceident ; the
main object in his view being to testify admiration and reapect for
the Freo Church in general, and Dr. Burns in particular—and sc.
cond, thet in going to the dinner, and practising tectotalism in the
presence of those who drank, he rather discouraged and rebuked
their practice than otherwise.

Respecting the first of these grounds, wo can most rexdily be.
lieve, that Mr. Lillie in a great measure lost sight of the drinking
in the ardour of hislove for his Christian brethren. Nay, frin the
extreme kindness and urbanity of his dispusition, we think he
would be peculiarly tempted to attend on such an oacus.on as tlat
in question. Nevertheless we think it was just an occasivn which
required firmncss on the partof a person holding Mr. Lilli's tem-
perance principles, and highly responmible situation , andit would
givo us much greater pleasnre to find him acknowledging this,
than taking the high ground of having ** no confession to make,
and no pardon to crave,”

Mr. Lillie's second grround of justificaticn appears to ua much
less tenable than the first. Instcud of the drinkers at the dinner
in questor. fecling rebuked by his presence, we rather think they
would feel that they had o degreo of countenance which they did
not expect, and therefore be inclined to conclude that thewr
practice was not, ofter all, to had as it 15 called by tempe.
tance men.  But farther Mr. Lillis will not, we are sure, aftirin,
that his volu...ary presence on an occasion of friendslip and cor.
diality would have been appropriate at all, had it been felt as n
rebuke to & considerable portion of the company. It us, how.
cver, for the sake of argument, admit that all the dnnkers at the
dinner who witncssed Mr. Lillie’s sbstincnce, felt rebuked : what
was the effect on the much greater number of drinkers n varwas
parts of the Province, who did not witness his abstinence, b
heard of fus consorting with thoss who assembled m a tavan, to
dnnk toasts 1n ¢ cxcellent wires 7" Funally, 1f Mr. Lithe's arga.
ment be good for anything in this cass, it would prove that M.
nisters of the Gospel who wish to dircourage Jalls or Iorse
Races,should attend these displays in person, and mencly take care
that they abstain from danaing or riding themselves.

‘Fhe caution with which Mr. Lillic concludes, we will notice in



