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The extent of territory worked by the bees
of a large apiary gîves thîni ettch year a
certain quaiitity of nectar ; this qnantity
varies from year to ycar according to the
season, and lias also a pronounced variance
in localities not widely separated, for it de-
pends everywliere on the nature and variety
of the vegetation growing naturally or culti-
vated. It is possible, however, after a close
observation, contiinuec dutriig a sufficient
nuînber of years to estimnate an animal av-
erage harvest. This ia a rather delicate op-
eration which eau only be miade by a practi-
cal apiculturist of long experience, having
at lus disposai au apiary alinost isolated, of
sufficient importance and *well provided
witli comnplete franies of worker celîs. Re-
gardîng the ]money prodiucing resources,
whicli an average extent of flîglit affords, an
apiary inay be found iii two very different
conditions : eithier the cultivated colonie8
are inferior ln quantity ta what iniglit be
expected froni the possible average resources
or on the contrary, they are notably super-
ior ln quantity (over-stocked.) In this se-
cond case the struggle for existence ainong
the colonies of the same apiary is carried on
in a very severe inanner, and this is the

reason that the observations which have
beeni mnade in two kinds of apiaries give very
different results, and it is necessary to bear
this circrnustance hi mind if we wish to de-
diuce practical results therefromn. Without
doubt in days ini whichi the honey is abund-
&ut, there is sufficient honey lu the country
for aIl colonies, the weak as well as the
strong ; but these days are, as a 'ruile, limit-
ed ini nunuber, and only the populous colon-
ies properly profit by themn ; the weak, the
indolent receive scarcely any benefit. To
the few days of abundance succeed long
perioa of scarcity and even absolute want ;
then the strong colonies gather ail thais l
to be foundl and consume a part of the stores
already gsxnered, whilst the weak succeed
only in finding water and again lose ail amn-

bition.
The signa indicating that lu a certain 'ex-

tent of territory the number colonies is.
inclined to exceed the possible amount of
honey Vo be gathered are the followiig:

1. Eveii tlue strongcst colonies, provided
with a large number of frames, do not like
to finish the honey-conb ; if they work at
it they do it with difficulty, irregularly and
îxniperfectly.

2. Thénatural swarmlng la delayed ln a
niarked ianner in comparison Vo the little
apiaries situated on the bordera of the ter-
ritory covered by the large apiary.

3. Natural swarxns, even the strongeat
and the firat, pI.aced lu hives upon the moat
teînpting of frames do absolutely nothing.

4. Natural swarmas aided only by a single
emnpty section do little or nothing.

5. The common-hive apiaries and the
sinaîl apîaiis with mnoveable frames not
inuch observed, situated very close ta a large
apiary, end by completely perishlng.

6. The colonies which in spring appear
weak ln population for any reason whatso-
ever, do noV increase or are scarcely pro-
ductive during the year, no mnatter what
system. of management is followed; while
the colonies situated on the confines of the
territory covered by the large apiary and
which were feeble lu spring, will recover
sufficiently to gather enough for themselves
and for thse apiculturiat.

This latter observation is important be-
cause if it ia sufflciently repeated ln differ-
ent directions it will give a correct ides. of
the coinimon length of fliit, ami. conse-
quently of tise total superficies visited by
tise pîlferers of sweets. I thînk that ln a
level country the extent of fiight necessary
for an apiary la mucis less than many api-
culturista even of long experience think.

There was a time whien we believed that
it sifflced to fill a hive 'with bees and to,
change the queen whien necessary to, obtalu
a productive colony. I wlll even say that
nmy apiary lias beeu constructed after this -
fashion ; it will give me annually several
huindred brood sections, and always place at
my disposaI. breeding queens at will, and
for nsy part I have been accustonicd to re-


