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"1CONFESSIONS C

To most persons the secrets of dip-
lomacy are a, seaicd book. Indeed,
from the nature of the case, tiîey
miust reniaiii secrets tillinl books like
tiiis "Confessions of a Diplornat"' they
are, after miany years, revcaied. Sucb,
for instance, is the istatement t!'at
Lord Lyons, in defiance of his instruc-
tions, gave the United States Govern-
nient twelve bours more than the ai-
iotted terni for breaking of£ relations,
and so prevented war bctween Great
Britain and An-erica.

Seward wrestled with bhis colleagues
ail night long, and at six in thie inorn-
iug sent word that the Confederate
envoys would be given up.

Sir Edward Malet servcd bis counl-
try in nîany foreigan chancelleries foir
over forty years. lie entered the ser-
vice as an attache of the legations at
Frankfort, at the mature age of six-
teen. H-e disposes of the idea thiat
diplomacy is a sinecure task. At
Washington, during the Civil War, bis
hours -%vere from niine to seven, and
often tili twelve or one in tbe morn-
in-. lie tells niany good stories of
distinguisbed persons bie met. "0f
ail the great men 1 have known," lie
says. " Lincoln is the one whio lias lef t
upon nie the impression of a sterling
son of God." At a reception to a
deputation of Indian cbiefs in the
Wbite Ilouse, the cbiefs were g-rouped
around a large globe. "This le a
representation," lie said, "of the great
earth on which we live." "lNot the
legs," he added, with la twinkle iii bis
eye, IIonly the globe," and putting bis
finger on Great Britain, lie said, -"We
white people ail] carne froîin tlîis littie
spot.",

During- the Arabi rebeltion at Cairo
XKhedive Tewfik said, " 1 urýver -,o in1io
nmy harem till tlîree or foui' ii the
morning ; I cannot face my poot' wife
aîîd ail the women. To theni, you
know, life is ever3'tlIing-their exist-
ence ends biere-they cry and wvaii and
fall at my feet and Implore nie to save
themi."

" Lord Dufferin," Sir M.ýalet says.
wpas the rnost fascinating chief under

wlioni I ever served."
The nîost diffliult foreigl cliancel-

lery %va"s that, of Coiustaiîtinoplr.
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'-One wvas îîever free froni the awfui
reality of the pains of Sisyphius ;t very
stone that you rolied uphili came dowvn
againi." Th'le wire-pullers of the
East 'vere pastinasters in the art of
intrigue. Even the bluntest British
message wvas wi'eathed %vith Oriental
fiowers of speech and translationî.
While there be 'neyer got to bcd tilI
two, and rose at seveni.

Sir B. Malet was present at the'
funerals of Napolcon, the Duke of
Wellington, and Von Moltke, of Vic-
tor Emmanuel, Pius IX, Kaiser Wil-
liam I., and Frederck ,II. 0f Fred-
erick tbe Good be says : Ilis death
wvas like the passiîg of Arthur, oir the
witidrawal of Loliengrin."

Wlicn at Washîington lie took a hioli-
day in the far' West, buffalo hîîinting.
It took ten days ta get throughl tue
lierd going northwards as bie was gCing
'vest. The wliîole country, as far as
tbe eye could reach, was dotted witlî
buffalo.

Amiong Si' Edward's many ;vander-
ings was an excursion through For-
niosa, whiere the familiar strains oO
" Old Hundî'ed," beard fitfuily tbi'oughi
the bamboos, brougbit him in touch
îvithi the Canadian mission of Dr.
Mackay.

Wbile a memnber of the British
Embassy at Paris, lie conveyed a mes-
sage from the National Government
throug-li hostile hunes to Count Bis-
marck. Bismarck wvas very frank.
lie said, " This is the tweuty-seventlî
wvar in two centuries made by the'
Frencli against Germany. We must
bave Strasburg and Metz as guaran-
tees of peace. If it is necessary to
burn Paris, wve wvill fot shrink froni
doing so. Our' armies will live o11
the country." Ou luis return to, Paris
Sir Edward wr-ites. Il'Is it a niglît-
mare, or' have I indeed scen abaudoned
towns, bloivn-up bridge., buruing
ricks, tUec havot' and desolation of
w var."

JTules Favre wvcnt to confer with Bis-
mnarcc, but burst into tears wlîen the
Count proposed a cession of tcrritory.
The French dIeclared that flot a.1 stone
0f a forti'css or inch of tcrritory ul
they surreudcr, and fouglît it ont to
the bitter end.

Wlien the French Goveriinient fled
to Tours, tlîe diplomatie cor'ps fol-
lowed. The city ;vas so congested
that Lord Lyoîîs' party liad te


