
466

psdto the adoptionî of the Chiristian
religion, and tlizit on thîis accounit miissionî-
iurk slîould be ahsnidonied.

In the colisideratiun of thîis qjuestion,
it iust he reîicnjrcd thiat Uic Cliiîicsc
]lave harely aîiy religion. lheir iida-
miental cuIt is the worshlî of ancestors.
rrîey are the nîost, tuleratit, or the iist
indillretint, to rciiîscsof any peouple
ini thie world. Th-cr othîing about

set.Thîy rnîreiy go to a tempjle. Tlîey
have tolera.i thîe Molianimiicdans for ceni-
turies. Thiey toleratcd t]ie. Nestorianîs
-u , the Jews. 'j'lie oîîly relig'ions cxci-
cisc of any niote in whicli theîceniperor
takes part is wlien at the w~inter solstice
lie sacrifices a bullock to Shiangti, thie un-
kîiown and ideal divinity.

Of course wlîiî the ri>t against the
forcigner is afoot, the niissionary sufrers,
b)ut it is becanse, lic is a fmrehgnei', not
becansc lic is a Chiristian. Hec hears thie
burdens of lus race. W'e hanve not far to
g.1o tu find thie causes of pupular discon-
tent. Wester-ninivenitionis, itwatsthiongiýlit,
wvere deprivingt thîe pour of bread, and the
forcier wvas, by (legrees, :dîsorbinîg
Chinîa. 'lo take% aLWay the itiissionlary îiow
is to surrender thie fruition of the labours
of mniy devoted in and wotîîn dnring
lialf a century. It is to leav . China to
relapse into l)arbaristii. It will rcsnlt
ini chî!ckiigi cotaiiiercial expansionî land
inipcd iîg intertial imiproveiiînts.

Muchi lias becn said about sendiiig
ladies to Chîina as tînssionaries. Thei

Chir'a lnland Mi.ssionî lias heen greatly
atcked on this accounit. I'ossiby if I

hiad iîcver semn the ladies at %vork 1 inighlt
hlave agreed %vitli these critics. But the
truth is that they do the hiardest part
and the iîost of the work ini China. Thei
teaeching, of the chiîdren, aiffl tie nursinig
anid treatillg of the sick woliin anîd clîil-
drenl, surgical and iiiedical, faîl to tlîeir
lot. 1 have n<>t space to pr-aiSe tiexti
liere, and 1 could tnt say sulliciexît gond
of thenii if 1 liad.

1 realize 1mw% diflicuit it is to discuss a
subject of suchi far-reaclîing effiect as the
iiiissioniiy question ini the Far East wvitlî-
out -illusion tu its spiritual side. To tie
iissionary, of c.ourse, the saving é f souls
is the stîpreie purpose of blis labours.
The cliarity, the instruction, the iniedlica
treatîineit, ;iue all subsidiary to tlîis main
obj ect. But wurds frit me can add
n(tlti n tui the -;îîblinie obligation tliat
moiles to Clîristians froîn the Divine coin-
mîand. To linii %wliu believes tliat lie is
ordered by the Supremne Beivtg to go forth

asa religionls teacher, arguniint is super-
tluons. Iiistory shows tlîat lic %vill engage
ini this wvork thougli thc greatest dangers
iay confront hinî. It is miot witliin Uhe
range of probability tîtat any aidiîn<:;-
tration ini thîis counîtry will coii:e-tit to th c
exclusion of its inissioiîarits froin China.
It caniimt lic dreaiiîed of tlîat a stcp)
franglit %witl stîcli vast anid injurions re-
suits wili ever be fiiken by the Treaty
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luc)vit round war.sîtlintt'redl rocks, on lnnehv hilis,
Theîî dn'sî of freietnt stirs --and' rests iigain

Not yct Ille nîigh,1ty hlast front JIcavc'îî that thrills
(lav inito ie an11ti hnilds froin asltes mnt

<hi guard for ever, w hile we test Iiij"c
Uttcihtanigilîtg, silcîtt ncIlle SUIt and shate-

<hi -1naîî for ever, tili tItle ilaiets <case
Andi there bc none to inake unr hearts afiaid.

'hîildî'eî atnd mhildrctî's uýiltilîiio i e rave
'iit asklw-t f:îir Freedîîil at te haits of (ndl,

Anîd wont lier î>y strong love andInittienit grace,
Andi huiît, lier haute n1pott tht'îr sei.girt sudl.

Bone of ounr botte, Ilesît af aur tl."-l1 are tîtiere,
'axtadiati dnst betu-atî att Afriv sun;

Serv'ants (if 1Fi'.o-tlii-fre hicvatid vomnnpari -
\Vtsm sîts arc t'cstiiig 'ns'atlî ci ' word 4Wv'hI dont,.

iliéthodist aiid


