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THE RIGUT POSTURE TOWARD
CHRIST.

DiY REV. TIIEODOi(E L. CULPEf.
Thoere is a vast ainotnt of l»'ecioii gos-

pel te bo gathoede( froîîî thuîstt passages
wiii descrilie Varions persons as sitting
"at thfefut f Jeýýiî&" Ne.arlyallt)f tliciii
arc tA>-l) founsd lu the narrati'e of the
Evangelist Luke; tliey presunt a suries of
înlost instructive objet-lessens. The core
of Chiristiitnity thoni, as now, consisteid iii
contact with Jesus Clîriit.

(1) The ffust ligure ive conteniplate is
that of the sfu mnnwho bont %weep-
ing vit Rlis fout as Re sat at the table oif
Phiarisue Simnon. Here is tho posture of
truc P"eiit2ice 1Renirse enids ofteli in
despair; boit Chiristian penitence fias a
sweet apprelîensioni o! niorcy in a lov;ng
Saviou. Conifessiuon of guilt, %vith a for-

sakingcfSmalayslîiins jaron.XVen
we take thiat contrite %vtunali's place, hueart-
sick of sin, if we liston attentively, we-
will licar the cuonfirting words elthy sins
are forgivenl; thy fa,.tlio hatît saved thec;
go in) uuace."

(2) A pilace at the fut-t nf Jesus is -also
the posture oif sincure Hîuîilitil. Suif-
concuit is evory oieo's, besettigsiin. W'hen
it overiasturs us, WOe arc s0 sure* that ive
-ire ri,-ht, thiat 'vo are niever willinb% to bu
set riglit. Wlhen it hecutliies stiib)born soif-
assertion and sclf.eNctosiiiy loefore God, il

15 alon stp tward î>r~1t iTere is
lit salvittîtn for te igu whu,, lias ultlhis
own raft-, ani tries ti blat on iL ite
hepaveuî. Th)e differencL betwecn tho
Pliarisce andti le Publican is tliat wliile
buthi were sinies, ouîly onu of tlîei ruai-
ized flie faut. WVlîeil thaît fact is recalized,
and suif-conecit t-rm'unds its arimsat the
feot of jesus, and sutes for nîec-rcy. then the
euifliet ends in the. victoiry oif graco. Fur
the ducisive battle for uvery tuo's salvatieui
is feuglit tont jtust at.tiat very' sIit-tjo
feet of the Crucified sav'ioir. MoVhn
îîride, tor self-wvill, or covetousness, or fatal
sin of any kind, sobinits to Christ, the
quîestion is settiedl. Conversion takus
pl.ace riglit tîxere. This hîiuble self-sub-
mlissioni neyer degrades tîs; ho thiat thlus
liuniblcth Iijîîîself shail ho exilted. WVlio-
ever %wouid go into buaven, îniust go tliero
on ]lis kinecs.

(3) ]3eautifully are iva tauglit, wluat is
the preper pousture cf P3rayer by sucli ex-
amtples as that of Abrahanm, Whîo feil on
luis face, ani1 thon Ccd taikcd wvithli ii;

and thoso of Jairus and the Syro-Plieni-
ciau niother who full at the foot tif Christ.
Frayer is the soul'st converse witi Ccd; it;
uîcver sliould assumîe tie sliglitest ail- tof
dcînand or dietatien. IL is supplication-.
tho more humble, cliildlike, allauuus
sive, *tie botter. Its right posture is at
thue feut cf the Divino Giver; its ricliost
blussing often 19 iii its influence upoîî or-
suives. Whlie yen or I cat lise up frein
the foot of J2stis, satisfied entireiy tii lot
Hinu have Hus own way. tlieiî or hîrayel-
lias breoglut a suproiue blussing. The morte
fully that wve ean gut into, hcart-luinîony
ivitli God, the miore tif If in shail wve tits-
sess; alla what cisec t-a compîare vitli tlis?
If wve delighIàt ourselves ini thie Loird, fle
wvili give us the desiîe of our lîcaîts. Onu
jîrayer 15 mirte oif ant answer, and tiiat is.
tuie trtusting prayer of a troue lenitotit;
theîilMaster Ihuiitsef lias given the assoralice

huaMi that coinotl onto Me 1 will ini ni,
'vise cast otut."

(4) Tlie fourtli scolie frontî titis booik of
Luku preselits the piosture of Dudbltel.
Tiiere at te fout tif lier ciîîduseiuliiig
Teaclior sits file loving- lKary ini Uic Betli-
auîy humne. Site lias donc lier liart in the
lîeuseliold prep.Ùations, and thoen, iipa-
tient fî>r seiîething, wlîicli euirist cau gh e
to lier, site liastens to take lier seat as a.
luwly listener aiid a -loving leariser. The~
suppur site liongers aftur is seuli foud. Titi-
very word te disciple" signifies a leariier;

teacliable. Tlîe terutu-tinie lin Cliribt'e
sculc is short; sonie of the lessmns cnt
duel); but ivlieui WC draw up elose Le. Llie
«af.ster, Ho rewards us nitli the gracicus,
word Il thou hiast cIiîcseii tlîe goud puart,
wliielî sliah nover bu takzeî -frent thec. "

(5) Thiis briigs ns on te flic posture cf
joyful Grattudel. Looîk at thai. lîualed
lopor wviLl sîntitli skziii and cheau tonmme,
whio is prostrate befere luis deliverer, not
wliispuring. but sliout:ng out lus thianks.
As ho liq's tliere overwheliud %vitli grati-
tuile, lie pots to siaiile tlittisaîîds cf dis-
centeiîted, ro iigCliristiaiîs. Onme of
tlîe îîîost abuîîîiîîable sills Wf w;hiicli any
pardonid. cenvortcd, ade1tted lîoir uf
heav-en can ho gailty tif, is tliat cf gunu-
hling ingratitude. Bretlireiî, iie.aplyvtlie
mîicroscope tu or troubles, and inaku tlîcîîî
as big as possible, aîîd tîtn iiiiîniize our
nmaries. Haî'ing Christ, whlo, shîould dare
te coinplain ?

Jnstead cf whrlîing conuplaints alld
<?rtiiiibliuug disquiettides, lot us iîîîitate tliat


