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lîarniless-lool.ing dilal for-ni of asdminîistratin
ivili bu tIse 8.'aurce of iii. Thlk unequal an(L
v'arying adîllnîntation of the labour traffie
question as worlied by the B3ritish ami
F"rench iz; a cause of tosdt;sut irritation to
]3ritisli settiers.

The Frenchi traders, for inshînce, dciii
witlî the nîatives ii <lrinki and fircarins,
ivhile the liritisis are Ptî-iintlty for-hîdden
under heaî-y penalties froin dcealing In
these coinsimiditics w thi the islanders. Tl'le
Englishi traders thiîîk, andl jttstly, th;t the
la-w on thiq question tiliott.d be the saine for
bothl nationalities.

The special work of the nee~eswso-
eomplishied earlier tuais aîsticipatcd, anid thus
the Rev A. Hardie asîti 'Nr M. iNcGillivraiy
ivere abie to r--turn to Victoria a fortnighit
etarlier than exliecte1.

Professor Drunîînouiod sailed for the New
Hebrides by the S. S. Rockton, and slîould
]lave arrivcd at Ancityum on the 25th iisst,
the day on hihthe .:yliod closeid its sit-
tings.

The eoniintiqsioncerx sawv the wor-k on the
ivholc of the islaiids foriing i lie gr-o-p, wvitls
the exception of that on Nguna, a sinmili is.
lead uear Eifato, or Sanîdwichi. '1hey werce
iveli satisfied îi-itls the pî-ogrfss of the mnis-
sion iii ail its departients the natives ris-
ing steadily iii ciNili?Àttioni and Chiristianity.
Thoir mode of dress is improving. There is,
lîowevcr, plcuvy of rooni for stili further lin)- 1
provt-eiet lu this dirc.,tion. Theirmnanners
are approat:ling te thc Etiropeaii sanilitd,
ivlîile in tise nitter of building houmes, the
native style is steadily giving place to the
Europ.aî plan.

Tite cuistonis of tiose ouitsidc îinissionatrv
influence have vunder-onc littie chage.

Mayof t1aese tire disgusting and barbarous
iii the e':trc-îne, while superstit-o lingeri
long, ci-en anîiong tise best of the Christian
couverts. Infanticidue and hli of witlows
and oli people are practîces to be foutnd
among those outsi.le tise nmission spliere of
the wvork, Polygamniiy, carly inarriages, ii-
fanticide, laboiur trade, and nlawNftl dis.
eases are the inost prolifie causes of the re-
xnîsrkablo decrense in the population of this
and ail the Polynesianl islands.

Thfe capabilities of the islands in reg.-.rtl to
conmmerce are ver3' great Tropical products
such as sugar, cotton, tea, coffee, arrnvr.ot,
and maize will growv îi-ithi the g.reatest luxut-
riance. Coffee, arrowroot, and inaize are
niow tie stple produsects. l3ananas, oranuges,
citrons, andl lenions are net at present re-
ceiving inucli attention, but the day of theý
banana, i8 not far off. Fiji and Queensland
'will hiave te look weI aftcr their present
sssprernacy in this direction-Fiji alone sends
between 5,000 alid -3O,OO buliches of ban.

aias to Sydney furtnightly. ihere is a rici
pi- speet of *saîccesa for- the future Nev
Ucebrîdeaii planters. Withi wise iaws and
fait- adnministration in regard to labour,
,tusy p ractical mian May iake a comlpetency
in a few ,year-s. Thiere is practicatll: >IO bouIse
renit, wîhiie living costs isext to ssothling, mnd
clotbing gives littie ausxiety.

For th - bonlest trader and plaxx.er there
18 thoen a briglit prospect ;for the dishouest
ausu iazy there i8 nu meoli, for there are too
iauy alr-cady. Caution. iîowver, întsst be

exer-cised, and alnyone intending to dIo
pioncer îvosk lu the islands slîould have
soutse capital, andl sliould consul t tise Ans-
tralias ?ew.N I lebrides Cnînipaîy., Sussex-
street, Sydney, or the foreigîs msissions coni-
inittce of the various iPiesbyterian; cliux-ches
ins Auistralia.

Tue iiiissionas-ics nîcpet ztssnnaaIy in synod
to trausaxet aIl business concerning tlieir
work.' True retiring usoderator, Ber. W.
Gray, of Souîth Auistralia, gave ai approp-i-
ate and î-atuable address o1n iiissioilà. Tueli
addî-csý ias a historical sketchi of tise îvork
iii the islands dluring .tise last fifty year, dat
iîg froîîs the inartyrdloni of tiue.Rev.Joulis'
WVilliaiiis, iiil, 13 te tlie present timte. The
new inoder-ator is the Rev. Dr %Wni. Guiiîn,
of Futitna. Tite Australian coinniiissiunces
.wercr forîiiaPy we.lcoaned and tociaîted. The
R-vs. J. LyalI and A. Hardie, and 'Mr. Me-
GiIili ray gave addresses, aia(l discussed -witls
the 8Synod the special inaers4 NIviehl
the Austu-aliun churclues hiad delegated
to tlseiî. Tiiese questions were satisfacto-i-
]y s ttledl. Newv inissionaries, tise Rev. A.
If. MaDsa aid-shailks, M. A , 13. D.,
are to be sent te Sante, tue uasF, and alnsiost
uniocctipacd, island of tuîe group. Tite Rei-.

D Mconald, of H1avanniah Harboxir, is to
be tise leader of this forîrard =nveilent. 'Ur.
McDonald, lîowev-cî, ivili stili be ias charge
of Havannahi Iarbouir, one of the nmost imt-
portant iii the island. Tise important ques-
tion of the unification of the Necw Ilebrides
ission was di-cusscd, but coxsidered te be

preniature. V ictoria, New Zealasid, an.d
Caniada are tîse mnost zealous colonies witls
regar-d te tiis mission field. Victoria lias
now% six inissionaries, ansd moon Nvill have a
seveisth. Ne%- Zcaand lias four, and is te
send anotlser befos-e tise end of tisis year.

The Canadiian Chs.srels lias tlsree nsis2îion-
aries- labouring tisere, vhîile Nà\ew South
Waies, South Australia, asîd Tasmania have
one each. Tise anotier colony, lsowev-er,
%vill, it la hoped, iîot long <îccupy such a
ba.cicward place in sneh an iniportaut field of
labour. The Free Ohurcli of Scotland bas
tu-o missionaries. Tisere are thus 18 mis-
sionaries tisere now, and two mnore te, be be-
,fore 'this year closes-20 in all-just abouat
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