23, 1902

THE POSITION OF SPRUCE IN GREAT
BRITAIN.

The following reposts from the chief
spruce centres of the United Ringdom wild
give our readers an iden of the views he'd
regarding the spruce masket. The reports
are reproduced from the Timber Trades
Journal:

LONDON.

As regards London, where spruce occus
pres @ very importunt place in the con-
sumption, the present position of the mur-
ket as regardy stock is rather unfavornble
to prices on this side. The various milly
are well stockad, and at the docks there
are considerably more deals and battens
now than were neld last year, the excess
being abeut 100,000 pieces.

At the end of Mareh, 1got, the dock
stock wats put down as representing about
twe and a4 halt months’ consumption; this
year, by the same authority, the supply
1s estumated at more than equal to three
and a half mouths,  Without relying too
much on these caleulations, there can be
0o doubt that whatever the position of the
spruce market in London was a year ago,
the aliered conditions of the stocks now
can have no fuvorable influence atiached
to them. To maintzin & healthy level of
prices the increase in quantities should be
accompanied by a corresponding increase
in the consumption, but that such has been
the case we are not prepared to say. Of
course there are many factors opérating
1o sway prices in this market, of which the
influences, as yet, are only partially feli,
such as the stale of the stocks in Canada
and the competit-on with other descri,tions
of whitewood; but, as fir as our informa-
ation goes, \\‘.ha(cvcr proportions the ex-

business is going to work out is something
more than anyone can say at present, We
give some intelligence received by cable
on March 3oth, which states: *‘Great
damages. . . having lost 1,000 stand-
ards of logy; other manufacturers have
also suffered; to what extent is not yet
known.” And again, a day Iater, a cable
romes: Withdraw all offers, and sell no.
thing at present.” This, on the face of it,
shows an alarming state of things, There
may yer be further developments, but we
prefer to wait events,  The position on the
shipping side may be all that is alleged;
yet we have never forgotten how the late
Mr. Dan Mackay, afier having sold two
or three cargocs by auction, would sud.
denly produce another catalogue, and
blandly say: “Tliey seem to drop from the
clouds, ™

All this seemis to show a hard market
for the future.  To this extent shipbrokers
who have chastering for vessels from the
spruce ports say to.day they cannot char-
ter any sailer for futdre loading, for the
simple reason charterers have no deals to
lord their vessels with when they get to &

ort of load ng.  As we have said before,
moorters ure playing a waiting game.
With a stock of 12,920 standards in Liver
gool. and about 7/10,000 standards in

lanchester, they are not likely to engage
in future contracts to any large degree.
Preston and Fleetwood carry no stock
worth mentioning.  But we do not aatici-
pate any imports of sprur. dems of the
new cutting before August, and until then
this market will have to depepd upon
Lower Port shipments.

MANCHESTER. .
The po-ition of spruce deals in the Man-
! market is most difficult to under-

pected  curtail of first-open-wat
stocks at Quebec aud the Lower Ports, in-
cluding St. John, m iy assume, we do not
think the supply to London will be suffici-
ently diminished to buoy up prices, White
deals, ete., from the Danut:e are now being
offered at lower prices than the Quebed
shippers are willing to accept, and though
the wood may not be quite equal to best
spruce, when it becomes a question of cost
the cheaper article is generally preferred.
But, as far as we can learn, the whitewood
from Galatz, which is now being quoted at
48 55, c.if. 10 London for 3xg, and 10s.
more for 11 in., is viewed favorably by
vontractors and others, and might take the
place of spruce while the present difference
in price exists. The stock here is, how-
ever, unimportant, but it is fair to assume
that plenty of it would be forthcoming if
the sprace supplies fell off.
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fEAC this time of year the West Coast of
England, Scotland, and all Ireland arc
awaing with some perturbation as to the
course of the spruce market for the com.

stand.  They touched £7 158, cif. last

Wanted for EXpOFs

ALL XINDS OF

| LocS AND LUMBER
PAYAENT BY MOWTREAL BONERS -

NENSY, NOTT & DICKSON, LIMITED

LONDON, ENG.
FOR SALE.

A number of valuable pine and other timber
limh: on the north K)m of L:h? Huron and elsewhere

yeur, and it wan the o‘»lnion of experts
they would advance at least another £1
per dard, The exy ion was not
vealized, and since then they have gradu.
ally drifted to £7 s¢., at which they are
firm to-day on & 35. to 4os. freght basis,
leaving the shinper a handsome £ o, b,
price, but to suy importer Jnngvine en.
ough to buy, a certain loss on the current
Manchester and Liverpool prices.

' BRISTOL,

Stocks of spruce ave rather broken, nnd
while there iy plenty of 7 and 8 inch avail
able, supplies of 11 and g inch are very
short, the latter width especially so. Ship-
pers are still holding out for high prices,
and profess tu have only limited stocks,
but at the figures asked vie believe we ave
correct in saying that nothing has been
bought at this port. With freights from
Sp. John as low as 33s., the prices now

sked would leave an excellent fo.b, re.
urn to the shipper, who may be relied up.
‘on o sirain every nerve to increase pro-
duction, At the present time spruce is too
far above its average value to indulge in
hedvy commitments, and it business is to
redult shippers should moderate their
views,

CARDIFF,

The stock of spruce here is at present
very low, and we belicve this is also the
case in the other South Walcs porty, 1t iy
not likely that there will be any importa.

SRR~ -

tlon in quantity before June, and by that
time what stock there is will be preity well
exhausted, though the demand s smndl,
We do not hear of uny considerables pur-
chases being yet made, asimporters do not
see their way to buy at the high figures
quoted by shippers, who, on the other hand,
contend that the produce is light this
season, and_are, therefore, indisposed to
Rive way.  We may, on the whole, con-
clude that as time goes on prices will gradu-
ally harden, though not to an extreme ex.-
tent, but we shall not see repeated the il
judged imporiation of a few years since,
which resulted in such heavy 10sses,
GLASGOW,

A very fuir amount of business has been
done herein contracting for supplies of
spruce during the coming scason, niot far
behind the quantity fixed a year ago, and
further contracts “are in course of being
cffected.  Stock at March 3ist is about
6,600 standards, slightly over the amount
held at sume date last year.  OF the pre-
sent stock fully half (3.400 standards) are
in consumers” hands, The consumption
during the past three months amounts to
over 5,500 standards ; better than same
period last year, The import during the
three months has been entirely by liners,
and mostly by those from St. John, N.B.,
and Halifax, N.S., and were practically all
disposed of at ship'sside.  Pricesare very
firm, and curtent rates are for 11 ing 18
ad; 9in, 18 31d s 7 in, 11d per cubic foot,
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LUMBER. LATHISHINGLES

THADERS BANK (HAMBKK>,
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TORONTO

MASON, GORDON & C0.| TELEGRAPH POLES

WHOLESALE TIMBER
Montreal, Quebec

Pﬂm%m 'T:'g:& Mills, Timber & Teading

Ca., Vaucout
DOUGLAS FIR Timber in any size or length su
'I"t‘ yOl PARTICULARS AND QUOTATIONS.
-~ N, MR RN A . s

Weare prepared to buy Telegeaph Poles,
all lengths, in any quantity.

J, 8. FARWELL & SON
Orillia, Ont.

Oswego, N.Y

CACHE BAY LUMBER INDUSTRIES,

Geo. Gordon & Co.,

Manufacturers of RED and WHITE PINE
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ing import scason.  As an American ::"d“”z Al”}i‘“!;“ bought and sold °"~y°°"“‘-'i°° ’
humorist says, **It is not wist to prophecy ol PPy to Oont. LA I H
uniess you know.” And hn:\' (hispsczl:son% P “‘Défﬁg:.m River, Ont. o‘-cunc.f‘:.y’ " 26 miles West North Bay. AND
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L Get our Prices HARDWOO CACHE BAY PLANING MILL CO.
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Oriwn Exeorr Lumsen Co.

ﬂ][l!i Grade Pine. Rough or Dressed
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MOULDINGS
CBILING
FLOORING

WAINSGOTING

British Golumbla Red Gedar Shingles a speclalty o
LATH ORILLIA, ONT. SHINGLES # Q"’ And alt hinds of Dreased Pine Lu§wﬁ EETING
KILN-DRIED BIRCH FLOORING SHEETNo—erma @ Caling® " 81200 & SAMPLES BY MAIL XNIGHT BROTHERS co.

—
HEMLOCK

Shipments direct from Mill, either C. P. R., G. T. R., or Water
w&' Stk of CEDAR, PINI aal hIIWbK. Hemlock Bill Timber a Specialty.

ty.
Write for Quotationg., - OWEN SOUN D, ONT.

|

F. MCCIBBON & SONS, mrwgm

Manufacturers of Pine, Hemlock and Hardwood Lumber, and dealers in Cordwood
Hemlock Bills cut on short notice.

0. Dufresne, s~ & Frere
MWHOLESALE LUMBER
NMontreal Canada

Have presently for sale at various points of shipment, by either rail or water route, on
tiie Ottawa River, pine cultings of different grades from seasons 1900 and 1qot. Will
quote upon amall lots or heavy blocks.

Correspondence Solicited.




