10w

on't
that
leep

kto

that

lttd,
ate,
‘as a

ates

teed
She
‘08cs
ever

.old-
itha

the
zain,

lio.
aod

wkoo

tried
aved

THE CRITIO ' 13

¢ Here | Tell Mr, Halstead—you'il find him in the carrlage accideat out-
elde—that I'll wire to him, cire of book-stall, from the fiest stoppage.’

He threw the man a sovereiga o his excitemeat, thinking quickly, as he
did so0, that it was a good thing he had filled his pockets that moraing, with
the idea that Lal would want some loose cash.

‘ But what does it mean ' asked Helen, astonished and bewildered, as
she almost fell back on to a sea*. He toraed and looked at her, and for a
moment was speechless at his owo audacity.

¢ It'sall right,” he aald, recovering hims:If, ¢ the man's a good deal hurt.
Lal want's to sce him picked up, and will follow by the next train.,’ He
put his head against the side of the carrisge and laughed out with sheer
fmpish mischict. ¢ Ob, to think that I bave come—that I have been sent off
with the bride, it's too droll, Nell.’

She stood up agaia 1o the middle of the carriage and looked at him, still
with a bewildered expression on her face, wondering if he were mad, and
what he meant.

‘It's all right,! he eaid soothingly, ‘he'll come on; don’t bs uchappy.
You see be had to go with the msn, and he didn't want to keep you dangling
on the platform, so he thought I had better take you on and wait for himat
the other end. He'll be there in a couple of hours, and L'll take care of

ou.!

She swallowed down her dissppointment as best she counld. It was no
use making a fuss, she thought ; it was very kind of Lal to see after the
man who was hurt, and it was horrid of her to mind. She wished he had
let her wait, even on the platform: she had thought that it would bz so
lovely to have the quiet rallway journey with him afier the excitement of
the wedding, that 1t would rest her, and that be would bold her hands and
look down at her face and say just the little short things he alwaya said,
while pow and agaio they looked out together at the green country side.
It was such a straoge thing to start on her honeymoon with somebody elss.
Frank subsided a hittle, he grew thought(ul, and stared keenly out of the win-
dow, but evidently he dld not aee an ioch of the ground they passed. He
looked pale and eager. He had been very good all these past weceks, sbe
thought, aod perhaps she ought to be grateful to him, not only for all the
trouble he had taken then, but for takiog care of her now. Of courae, since
Lal had thought it better that she should go on she would try not to be dis-
appoioted, she almost felt as if she ought to say something ; but she was
too much surprised yet to put any words togethber.

The train was slackeniog to get into Herne Hill. Merreday jamped out
almost before it stopped, made eoquirles of the porter, and, rushizg to the
telegraph office, asked for a couple of forms. ¢ Oa, what madoess,’ be
thought ; ¢ Oh, ye gods, that I should have thougbt of it.’ He stopped a
minute to pull himself together, then filled up a form for Halstead :—

¢ Safe at Herne Hill, look for us in hotel beyond the station, thought it
letler {o come on.!

¢ It'll tske him a considersble time to pitch on the hotel, especially the
way he does things, he won't be able anyhow now to get on to Dover till
g.30, that will be 7.15 from bere; and as we shall be there balf an hour be-
fore he starts he shall have another wire to cheer him up. ’

He wrote another telegram, gave it in and rusbed bick to the railway
carrlage, “ IUs much better to do a thiog tremendously than 1o half do it
he thought, *it's the tremendously that carries one through.” He burst into
a torrent of merry talk about the weddlng, ss the train moved off again, he
laughed and told her a doz:n little incidents that ¢h: natoraliy had not
noticed. He broke out into the refrain of a soog once, from sheer brim-
iog overofepirit. She could not help being amused ; besides, she could not
well sit io a corner aad cry for ber bridegroom. The journey was not
dull in spite of the disappointment. Fraok was so ridiculoue, it was im-
possible to help laughiog, and so she managed to talk to him a little, and
tried to forget tho disappointment io her heart and the strapgeness of her
company.

As they went into the Lord Warden Hotel, Merreday asked if there
were any letters or telegrams for Halstead. Oae was handed to Nell, she
looked at her own new nams= with 2 smite, while a curious expression came
into Merreday’s eyes. She gave a llitle cry as she read it, It said :—

“@Qo on to Paris by night boat with Merreday ; will follow in the morn-
ing. Have a good time.

‘I don't want to go on,’ she flashed.

*That's awkward. * I think we bad better.’

‘I won't.’

¢ Well, of course, you’ll do as you like, but I believe you were married
this morning ; it's rather too soon to beglo fighting your husband.’

‘\Why can'l I wait here 3’ she asked indignantly.

‘1 expect Lal thinks we might bz spolted, and it would look rather odd.
He is a chap who doesa't like to be laughed at, you kaow.’

She considered for 2 moment,

* Very well,' she sald io 2 low voice, * I'll go.’

‘Sensible woman!' To bz called 2 woman made her feel quite
marrled. ¢ We'll have a2 comfortable little dioner, a walk alter it, and then
enjoy the voyage scross—if we can.  Go ioto the dining-room and take
possession of a table at cace.’

There was an authoritative air about Merreday, when he choso. She
found some comfort in it, and obeyed helplessiy.
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Merreday went into the hall and wrote a telegram to Ilalstead, who, of
course, was kickiog his heels at Herno Hill:— '

¢ Thought it betler to bring Nell an ; enjoying tf immensely,  Ordored on
excellent dinner.

¢ I think that is calculated to astonish himconsiderably. By the time he
overtakes us, he will have some notions about looking after his own, I
wust be mad—1 stark, staring lunstic. Never miund, {t's the most brilliant
entertaioment I cver had in my lile,” and he eatered the diniog-room where
Nell was waitlog. He prided himself on being able to order an appro-
priate meal fr any occasion, and he determlned that, cansideriog the
means at his disposal, he would do himself justice.

She looked better after her glass of iced Heidsick. By the time she
was peelinga prach sh® was almast in good spirits, After all, she was
young and uosophis‘icated, and the excitement of travel was round her, and
it felt still more married-womanlike to be diniog with Frank without a
chapezron. She half liked the feeling of imporiance it gave her.

* Nell,” he said, ¢ this isthe first felc-a-fete moal we have ever had
together. It is strictly proper, you know, and highly orthodox. You are
a married woman, and we are relations now—cousins ; rather cut-and-dried,
of course, but excellent, considering the proprieties. Wouldn't matter if
we went to the North Pole together ; though I trust, if we go so far, that
it will be ia another direction, aod to s warmer climate.” He thought—*I
should say it will bs very warm iodeed, as far as [ am concerned——""

He go up from the table quickly, for his quick eye had seen a telegram
In the band of the waiter, who was brioging two cops of coffee. He
opened it without Nell seeing what he was about.

¢ You meant well, but I wish you had lefl it alone. Bring Nell to meet
meat the station,’ rau Halatead's telegram. He scruachad it up in his hand,
went into the hall and wrote a note :

¢ Dear Lal—1I Lave takon Nell for a litll. copedition.  If you don't jind
us «chen we arrice have a smoke Gill e come)

He addressed it, and gave directions that 1t should be given to Mr. Hal-
stead on bhis arrival at half-past aine. He thought, * If you have a smoke
till we come it will be a good loog one. Tis game 13 very exhilaratiog,
but I wish I koew how it was goiog to end. It strikes me that the only
thing to do row is to flae before the wrath to come.’

He went back to the tible and fioithed his coffee.

¢ It's a lovely night,’ be said. ¢ Let's go for a atroll. We needn’t come
back herc agaln, we will go straight oo board.’ The luggage of course had
been registered through.

{To be Continued.)
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Who formerly resided in Connecticut, but
who now resfdes in Honolulu, writes: “For l
20 years past, my wlfec
andlhveused Ayer's "
Halr Vigor, and wo
attribute to it the dark
hatr which shie and [
now have, while hune
dreds of our acquaints
ances, ten or 2 dozen
years youngerthan we,
¢y arecithergmy-headed,
white, or bald. \When
asked howour bhalr has
retatied 1ts color and
fullitess, we seply, *Ry
the use of Ayer's Hale
Yigor—nothing clsc.'”
21 ¢ Inises, my afllanced
was nearly bald, and
-~ the hair
Rept fall-
fng out
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g day. 1
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licrtouso
Ayer's Malr Vigor, and very soot, it not
only checked any furtiier loss of har, but
produced an entirely new growth, which has
remained Wxurfant and glosey to thls day.
I ean recommend this preparation toallin
need of A genuine hatrrestorer. It is all
that {¢ {s clalmed to Ue.—Autonio Alarrun,
Bastrop, Tex.
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