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THE CRITIC.

by the employée of a culendar elock, (epechrlly imported by Gharlea MeLeod
for the purpose) and an office chair Tl o presentation was accomwpanied by
an addrees, which elisited a teeling reply from the firm,  Both were eo
admirable in their tono that we publieh them in full:—

Aopress.—We, your men, have gathered around vou agnin for the pur.
pose « £ extending to yo1 our hest wishes, and a feehing of gratitude wolhing
up within ue, for the very liberal and honest way tn which you have dealt
with us all through these years we have heen nsrociatod with you. Wa feel
it o plensuro at this time to gather here apd presout to you thess sinnll aifts,
foeling ar wo do, that perfect harine py exwts hetween you and your employ éa,
and would ask you to accept thero a8 tokena of gratitude from us for the
very fair and honeat way in wlich you have deals with us, Wu now pre.
sobt you with an offico chair and cluck, carryiug vith them, us weo feol sure
they do, the best wishes of ua all,

RerLy — Accept our heartfelt thanks for theso heauutful presents, They
prove to us that we have the guud-will and good-freling of our employées,
without which it is impussiblo to successfully conduct any businese, Wo
assure you that we have your wolfaro at heart, aud aro highly pleased to
see 60 many of you making homes for yowselves which you own and have
built out out of your earnings. Wo believe that tho proportion of mechanics
who own property is greater in Ambierst than any placo in the Dominion,
It 18 not necossary for us to {ell you that we work hard ourselves, and.keep
oursolves informed of all that is going on in our linn of husiners, and have
the reputation of heing a live firm ; and wo sesure vou 1t is necossary to be
50, in order to furnizh employment for so many. W also haves tho reputa-
tion of doiug good work. But wo are not saticfied yot. Wo want this
reputation zo well estatlished that the public cun and witl soud vs their
orders without enquiry as to price or qunlity, feeling and knowing that they
will get a good article at a reasunable price. T gain this end wo especially
need tho co-oporation of ovr employes, and we assure you that if you fur-
ther help us in this matter, you shall share 10 the prosperity 1t wall bung.
Tho past year has heon a prosperous one, and the present looks promisiug,
In conclurion, we thank you again for these beautiful presonts and the mter-
g;t you take in the business, and 'vish you all a bappy and prosperous New

oar.

A Robb & Sons, Amherst, N S, sent out from thow siding a tow daye
ago, a car loaded with ono of their celebrated Mobparch steam boilers for
Cariboo Mines. Mossrs. Robb, although they have beon in tho boiler busi-
noes but a short time, are establishing a reputation for their goods which is
quite in keeping with their past record.

-

COMMERCIAL.

The recent heavy enow fulls have interruptea traffic, and blocked the
country roadw, 6o that the markets have been quiet in tone, and no activity
has been developed in any iine of business Consequently, in most depart
ments {rade has been ob the slow side, and practically featureless. The
temper as {o the future is not despondent, nor is it buoyant,—in fuct, the
gonoral opinion inclines towards n cautious view of the situation. As arule,
payments are mude so fur with promptuess, but some anxioty 18 oxpressed as
to the obligations that will mature in this and tho two following wonths, vspe-
cially in the Westorn portion of the Dominivn. Tho Winnipeg Commercial
says :—* Tho work of collecting wholesale tmde repurts hes been a very
unpleasant one. The replies w onquirics about tho state of trads, if con-
densed into ono reply, would be a lvud and not very pleasant growl.
Nobody is satisBed with tho state of affuirs, and the Jissatisfaction is all the
deeper on account of the cause, for it being an artificial and not a natural
one. Trade is thoroughly demoralized, and must remain more or less so
until the co'ietry can by some neares get its grain crop to warket, and only
those who uave business connections over the Provinco cau realizo to what
an extent this demoralization oxists, and how paralyzng are 1ts effects,
Since our last report appeared, some merchants have awakened a little fiom
tho business stupor the first shock of the grain car famne brought on, and
aro realizing that supplies of aciual necessaries must be kept up.  1b1s has
in a small way improved matters in these lines, but the state 16 8lill a small
ono indeed. In season lines there is an utter absence of the straggling calls
for odds and ends for inmediato wants, which were common 10 January of
formor years, and vvon in ordering frum spring goods eamples retatlers are
slow and irresolute under the present circumetances, and show by the cau-
tion they exercise, that the hopeful fuelings thay had in the opening of win-
ter have given pluce for those of supreme dirgust over a soason’s business
spoiled. The collection scturns from both city and country are ulse very
discoursging, and retailers who have heretofore shown overy promptitude in
payments aro being compolled to ask favors from their wholesalers. Tho
ouly encouraging symptoms aro that disgust and disappuintment are in no
way mixed with despair, for it is plain to any person, who will make the
most casual investigation, that a spoedy warketing of the crop would quickly
romove overy pressure now felt.” -

A.city daily contemporary has recently published a series of articles,
giving statistics of our fishery catchi, They show that our fishermon in 1887
caught fish of various kinds to the valuo of over §8,000,000. This 18 sabout
the averago calch that has been made during the past ten ur twelvo years.
Tho catch of lobslers was larger than that for 1886, but less than that for
the preceding year. Suill, it is worthy of nolc that it takes more of theso
crustacs to fill a can than it Jid a few years since. Our lobstenes are
being rapidly fished out. No large lobsters now oxist on our coast and scon

=do#pito their semarkable fecundity—tho probabinty 1s, that :f the most

atringent messures aro not promptly taken for their protection, the iobster
will becomo as extinct a rpgcics as tho ank now 1, It 1s usel~ag for tho
Govrrnwont to decreo that lobsters, under a certain sizo, shall not be taken,

or that in certaiu wocks—which, by the way, docs not cover their breeding §
soason—1t shall ho illegal to captura them. It is impossiblo to have nn |
intelligent Guvernmout officini at every ono of the 250 lobster-canning establish.

ments thet oxist in Nova Scotia alone; and tho idoa of depending on the §
natives living in the vicinitv of thesn placer who live by the cash that thoy §
got for what thev eatch is mvifestly nhaurd  The only effeetal romody is §
to absolutoly prohibit tho taking of lobsters for tho purpose of canning, for, |
Ay, five or seven years. After that, canning lobstors may be parmitted for h
ono or two years, with intermittiog poriods of p ohibition, Thur, and thus |
ouly, our lobster fishoriea miny he placed on a permanent footing.

The {nllowing nro tho Assignments and Business Changes in this Pro- |
vinee during the past weok :—A. E. Sulis, organ manufacturor, Bridgetown, B
admttted B P. Raymond a8 partaer, under ths name of Acadia Organ Manfg. §
Co.; Wesley O. Kaizer, grocer, Halifax, assignod to James Watson ; Thoak- §
ston, Angwin & Co, W, & R. bardware, Halifax, dissolved, Robt. Theakston J
retired, business continued by rewsaining partuers under old namo. )

Day Goons.—As the stormy weather has iutorfored both with receipts
and doliveries, tho dry goods hns wmado but fitlle progress since our’ last
report, and tho market has maintained a quiet tono throughout Spring
orders have not assumed largo proportions, nnd country merchants:do not |
show suy unduo hoste to stock up. In goneral, the sitnation may bo sum-
wed up as unchangod, but many merchants seoms to think it advisable to go
slow for the present,

Iroy, Hanowaune AND METALS.—This trade, while not active, has a
firm tone in every quarter, snd the prospact promises at least a fair trede.
V'rices ure firmly sustaived. In Glasgow warrants have lost 3d., and vow
stand at 41s. 1d.  Pig-iron has been quiot, but business has boun confined
to small lots. There has beon a fuir domand for finished iron and for tin
piates and Capada wiates, Tin has boen unchanged, but Chili bars ave
tather weaker. Late London cahles are :~Spot tin £166 10s, threo montlis
tuturea £144, merket quiet; G. O. B Chili bars £75 15s.; soft Spanish
load, £14 108. ; do English do, £14 15s, ; best solected copper, £80. 'The
Glusgow Flerald has tho following :—* With referonce to tho remark of a
London contemporary as to the action of thae syndicate, and as to its boaring
on the interests of tho consumers, it is explained that a leading member of
this syndicate, M. Secrotan, is a vory large consumer, taking, it is said, over
2,400 tons of copper annually, and it may bhe concluded that ho will not do
anything very antagonistic for long to the intercsts of his own class. The
Tharws cowpany are not likely to enter into any such combination as has
beon binted at; but thern is no doubt that tho other Spanisho companies
aro favorable to the proposal, and for somo tiwo it has bean suspectod here
thiat thore having charge of the operation, finding that the Thawis divectors
will not moot their views, are adopting other methods for securing the
control of tho company. That sgems to be the only explanation of the

largo quantity of Tharsis stock that is being taken from the Glasgow markes

for Franca."”

Brespsturrs.~-The local tomr warket has remained dull. Owing to
the difficulty of guarantecing doliverics it is-almost impossible to offect
sales. Beerbohm’s cable says :~=* Cargoes off coust, wheat. slow ; corn, noth-
ing offoring. Cargoes on passage and for shipwment, wheat, slow ; corn, firm.
California wheat, promptly to be shipped, 34s.; do. mnearly due, 33s. 6d.
Fronch country markets firm. Liverpool wheat and corn, spot, slow. Wheat
und flour in Paris rether easier.” The Mark Lane Express, in its weokly
roview of tho grain trado, says :—“ Eoglish whoat is in restricted demand.
Fiour is depressed under increased receipts ot foreign production. The im-
portations of foreign wheat have docreased, but prices continue lower in
consequenco of tho enormous supplies of Amorican- floar. Tho increasing
output of the American mills now forin the dominan. factor in the world's
bréadstuffs markots. Corn isin limited supply, but prices have not. varied,
American new crop, which is being offerad st 24s 6d. ox-ship, is found to
bo of excellont quality and sound.” In Chicago the wheat markat has ruled
weak und firm by spurts. Oun tho bresk some parties bought believing in a
rally on general principles, but wo fail to see much room to expect au advance
with such discouraging advices from over the sea. Norve may work for a
while, but a decline is bound to como bofore lung, and holders appear more
likely to staud in for a loss then a gain.

Provisions.—In the locsl markets provisions have beon quiet, tho de-
mand boing only for small lots, but prices have ruled firm. Somo business
has boen dono in lard at steady prices. Tho hog market has been quiet, the
domand being slow. The Liverpool provision market was quiot and steady,
excopt 1allow, which declined 34. to 24s. 9d. Pork ciosad theroat 67s. 64.,
lard at 38s. 6d., and bacon at 39s. to 41s  In Chiocago the pork market
has improved decidedly and has steadily advanced. Late quotations: are
$14.35 March, and 814 50 May, Lard thoro has been firm and moved up
23c. to 5c, being at last quotations $7 423 for March, and $7 524 for
May. Green and sweet pickled hams wore unchanged,

Burrer.—The buttoer market has continued to be very quiet, actual busi-
noss accomplished being confined to the local trade. Thoro has beon.a good
enquiry in the Wust for jobbing lots of choice creamury and dairy butter,
mamnly, it is undorstood, on English account. The stock in first hands
throughout Canada is belioved to bo relatively very light, and- prices will
doubtless be held firmly to the ond of the season.

Cueese.—The local market is quiet and no business of importance has
been tropsacted in this line. Reports from Liverpool, G. B., show the man
ket thero to have boon unchanged at 60s, 6d., and private. advices thence
confirm the steadiness of pricos. In the United States the prospects for an
advanco are uot oucouraging, and holders will do woll if thoy pull-through
without loss. Noimprovement can bs reasonably expected bofore tho be-
ginning of -March, and then wo will be upon tho threshold of a naw.soason.
A sorious probability oxists that parties who bought cheeso at top figures.in

August sud later will atand in to loso beavily by their speculations.
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