
TH-IF CRITIC.

by the employésto a ut leudar elock, <speclehly importeid hy ChArlép McDLoé
for the ptirpomp) and an oýffici' c) air Ti o Iru'Reuitntion wa4 ecc.tîpanied hu
an sddrefil, %vlîill eioiîu.d a ice!itîg rejilv frosil tuie firmn. Bath vere ai
adnmiritble in their ltie that wve ;îîblisl th,.ni iu fui:-

Annnas.-We, your menr, have gatlpred ntrouîttu' vn aittili for the pur
posa c f e'xtending ta yo i our b,'st withes, nnî a fering. of gratittude wffltnî
up aithin us, for the' vrry liheruil and hoîtnt, way in whici yeti have denli
ivitli us al] tiroîth thuran yenrs we hanve he'en îîssacîattteui th Yeu. WVa fu
iL a plenouro st titis titan te galber lien,' and ;urîeot to yen thn ttinl gifîs
feeling al, %vP do, that perf et lînrînt ny ex'tst he'tweriî yoî et ait ur CinIteie' éc
aud would ak yon ta accept thien ns tuksns of gritittudt frotn uit for Lth
very fair and lioneut wuuy in wich yeti haive dat . »vîth us. WVee nuw pra
sont you viîb on tffice chair audt cluck, catryuuig vith thora, tit ae fuel Eui
they do, <ho beet iie of a u% aIl.

iRMY -Accept our lipartfelt thanksi foi, theo hoautifîîl lirenants. I'iie
prove ta us tient wahie Ibo guud-wiil ai good-foiclîng of otîr emiployés
witbout which it is irupjusaiblo tua succeasftilly conuîct niy busiins. W
assure yqu that ive hava your wavfuro nt ho;îrt, aud ara lîighly pleuascd ta
see se inany of you inakfng homues for youiselves whîtcli yeti own and havi
buiît eut ont of your carnitîga. We helieve ditt tae proportion of meciainncs
ivlio own proporty in grenter in ATnhursttlinn auîy place in tuae 1oiîîiiiou,
IL la net necosary for us% to tell you theL arc avork liard ouruecîves, uuudk..e
outrsalvos; infornipd of MI tiuat iM going on iu aur lino of hustiut&ï, atid have
the reiuutatiou of heing a liva firi ; ad %ae !murnum vou IL fa necas-4ary ta be
ao, in arder te furnieli eruple3 nîctît for do tnîsîy. W-% alno have, iha r"puta.
tien of daing gaod avark. but ave ara îlt, t'l. yet. WeV avant tlîf
reputation #te well estaîblislîod thuit theo publice i nit aill suulid us tieji
ordors without enqîîiry as ta prieu or qîînlity, feeing aud knowiavflintht thej
avili get a gaed article nt a reasunshiui iciu. Tu gaîui ilii8 enul ive eppcîally
need the co-eperuition af aur etiiiloytvs, and ara assure yoti tit if yuu for
ther heip us in this inaLter, you b.tuall 8bitre un tha îeromptirit it wili hîîug
Tho pàst year lias Iteen a prosporous one, and tiuo presput looks pronisïug
In conclusion, ara thnnkyuu figain for titane heauitiful lirenant8 and the inter.
est yen tako in flic biueeu,nd wish yau ait a happy and ptoope3roue Newr
Year.

A Robb & Sons, Aruliar8t, N 8 , twut ont frontx theur siding at low day,
ago, a car loaded %tith Onu af thiair ce.lebraîctd Nlonarch stenni boilers fot
Caniboo Mines. 'Massrs. llohb, nlthough they hava bau iu to hoiler buiti
nets but a short tinte, are i.stîbliâhiug #à roputatian for thonî goodts avlich is
quite in keaping ivibli tliîir past record.

COMMERCIAL

The recent ievy énoar faII8ls ava interrupteu traffie, aund biacked the
cauntry roado, so that the niarIict. hiuîau beeu quiet iu tana, and no nuitvit
bias beau develojîed in aiîy fina of businss CoDEequeutiy. in motf dopant.
niante trado bas been on the islow aide, sud practically feaitureless. Tho
teuipar as ta the future its net desîuaudent, non ia il, buoyait,-in fuuct, the
gôueral'opinion inclines towards a cautious view of the situation. As a mbl,
payuuents are inude bo fuir avilii Ipru'Jptueas, but sanie auxiaty ta expressed ns
to tha obligations thât avilI mautre ii tli6 aud tho two foliowiug inouibi, ospa.
cially in the WVestorn portion uf the Dominiuli. Tho Winnipeg Coiimnercial
8sys :1 "Tho avork of collecting -wioienaio bn'tde report8 bas beau a very
unpleasaut one. Tho replies tu enquiriast about thxe stete af trade, if cou-
doused into ona reply, avanid ha a luud anil uet very pinant, groavi.
Nobody la satitýfied aith the etmute af afrairs, aud tite diaattsfuictiou us aIl te
deepor ou account af the cause, for it boing an artiflcimi and Dot a naturul
oue. Trado le tboroughly demoralized, and musat renînin more or leuts su
until the co'întry ru Ly sonue inens gel lts grain crap ta iuarkat, and ouiy
those who uavo bîîsiuesà connections ovoi the ProviDn eau realiza to arhat,
au extenl. this droonalizatiou c-,i8ta, artd how paralyzing ana its effect8.
Since our lasi. repart appeared, seraz nerclîsuts have aîvakened a little fioni
tha business stupor the firat nhock of Que grain car famine brougbt on, sud
are realizing that supplies of ac.ual uct;:suirie* mo uuh kept, uit. 1118 fias
in a amail avay îiprovcd niattans iu thasa hues, but tha stuite tu s1ill a sînnil
ono indeed. lu season linos tuerat ia au utter alt5ence of th(, s<raggliiîî rails
for odds sud onde, for immrediata avants. wiicl wüe comninoun aunuary of
former ycars, and uvuD in ordering fruni spring gaudit samiples rotation are
alowv sud irresoluto tîndar the jîresesit, cincuum-tances, aud show hy tîco rau-
tion tluoy exorcise, that the liapoful felelings thb.y 1usd iu tho opaning oi avin-
ter have giv-en piu for thiosa af btipromae diégust: over a bea8on's business
spoilcd. The collection ic-tun froui buth city and country are tilsu very
discanrsging, aud retailars arbo hava 'icretafco .showu avary promîptituda in
psymeuîa ara being compollcd ta ask f4vrs froîn their whlosaleris. Thea
ouly encauragiug 8ytuptoîns ure that dirgust and dieappuintmout ara lu no
way naixed vi Lb despair, for il, je plain ta any persan, whlo avili malte tho
niait cannaI investigation, that a bpcedy marketing of the cnop avould quickiy
raIne every pressure iiow fait.",

.A City daily cautcmporary lias receutly publilic a suries of articles,
giviag statistics oi aur flblieory catch, Thcy show that our fisliermen in 1887
caught fim of varilib kiîtds tu te value of ovor M8000,000. This te about
tba average catch that lias bt-en ronado dnring tha parut tcu or tavelva years.
The catch of labsters aras largar than tliat f')r 1886, but less; titan thuit fon
tho pruceding year. Stili, it is avortliy of noie that iL Laites more of the8a
crustacre ta fill a can thoan il diii a foav ye-ars sînco. O'ur lobsterros ore
baiug rapidiy fishiod out. No large lobsteus uow exist on aur ceant and soou
,-dospita thein remarliablu fucuudity-theo probabiîty ta, that J1 the onst
atringent measurQti are not pruîruîtly takeii fur tluuir lirotectivu, tho tabster
wiil becotue as oxtîuct a n4pqcica as tae auk noir iii. L us useî'aa, for thea
Govi'rnuueut te doce that lobstera, uuden a certain site, ibaîi Dot ho takoen,

ior thant fin certain wonkgq-%vh!eh, by thec way, doa not covpr thoir breeding
$s1-Agnni-t $hall hin illo'gal te capturA Iliemn. Il ia impossible to have au

atUi~Cvrmu fiiIa vr ono of the 20lbtrculgetbih
itiits vtit nxisL in Nova Scotia alonn; and tha iuloa of d.'pending on the

* uativv livitîî, in tho vicinit v of t1inon Placon who livp by the canli that they
L, pt for whitt tiîev catch in ni luif.'ntly nhiiuril Titi% only efi-ciiiuîl romedy fa

t ta nthýoltely proltibit, tho takinq of lobstera for tho liurpofn of Canning, for,
I ay, fivn or nieven years. Aft<îr thant, canninu lobstors inay bie pnrmittrà for

one oir two yenrs, with intormitting poriocla of p ohibitin. Tlîui, and finie
*ouly, our Iob.ýttr fiaeicia muay ho pinced on a permanent footing.

The f tio i re the Aà;Rignintnts -td Bisos Changen fi this Pro.
*vinci- during the pas! wcok :-t%. E. Suifs. orgau manufacturer, Bridoggtowu,
uul:uîued E P. Rayinoisd as p.artner, under tho Damie of Acadia Orgau Manfg.
Co.; Wesley 0. Kaiter. grocer. Hliffax, assignod to James Wfatson ; Thoak-
sMon, Angwmu & Co , W. & IL hardware, Hlalifax, dissolvod, Robt. Theakston

*retircdI, business coutiucd by rewnaitting partuera undor aid name.
fln DiGCoo)s-As the stormny woather hins intarfered both witli rccipta

and doliveries, the dry goods bas mode but littia progrosa silice our laut
0repoît, nd tho mîarket lins riaintaiticd a quiet touie throughnîît Spriug

orders have net ass-umied large proportions, nnd country morchnutsjýdo flot
ëhow nuy titdiie honte te stuck up. In gonernI, the situation inny be %%%m-
ined( upb as unchatiged, but uîany inerchants écout Io think iL advisablo ta go
ýiow for tho pr*.sot.

liîoN, IitwàitE ANtI MàETAu.-This trado, wvhile not active, hmi a
*firmn toue ilu evi-ry quarter, andt tho. proapnACt pronuispn nt loast a fair trode.
aI'rices ate firtuly susaiued. In Glasgow warranta have lest 3d., sud Dow

r stand nt 41sa. Id. Pig-iron has beau quiet, but business bas boon coufined
t* to al lots. 'niere lins beau a fair damnnud for finished iron and for Lin

*pisttes and Canada p'*la. Titi hias beeu uuchangedl, but Chili bars are
*ratdier weaker. Lte London câbles ara '-Spot lin £166 10s , threo mouths
*futures £144, uwFrket quiet; G. 0. B Chili bars £75 15s. ; soft Spatish
load, £141 10s. ; do Englieh do, £14 159. ; bent seiected copper, £80. 'Tho
Glasgow .IleraZd lias tha following :-11 With rofereuce to tho remark of a
Londau conteuîiporary as to tho action of tho syndicite, and an a a ebasting
on the interestis of tha connîîniers, iL fa expiaincd that a loading nuembor of
tlîîn syndicale, M. Secretan, is a vary largo consumier, taking, it fa said, ovor

r 2.400 tons of copper anully, and iL rnny lie couciuded that ho will flot do
n uythiu- very antogoufstie for long to tho intercala of his owu clans. The
Tharns cotnpany ora flot lilcely to enter int any such c3rnbination as has
beau binted at; but thlern is no doubt that tho ollher Spanielho conipanies
are favorable to the proposai, and for soine Litma it has beau suspected haro
ttint thopo haviug charge of the oporation- findi-- ttiat the Tharas ditectors
viii flot touet thoir views, are adipting other nuethod8 for securiug the
central of tho uiompanv. Vuit sasmas ta ba the only explnation of the

ilarge qunutity of Tharais stock that iB beiug Lakon froni the Glasgow marlici
for Franca."1

fllItSTIuFFS.--l'he local fle'ur maîrket lias rernained dull. Owing to
ithe difieulty of guar.utseciDg doliveries iL is-alinoBt irupossible to affect
dales. Bt-erbohni's cable saya :-"1 Cargoes off cosst, wheat. slow ; corui, noth-
iug offoring. Car-Gc ou paspage and for Behipuiont, -,Vhoat, Blowv ; coin, film.
(California wheat, promptly to bo 8tipped, 34s. ; do nearly due, 33s. 6d.
Frenchi country mîarkets firîn. Livorpool îvheat aud corn, @pot, slow. Monat
sund flour in Paris rether casier." The M3arlr Laito E.apres, in its weekly
revicwîL of tae grain tra Jo, saya :-« Englisli whont is in restricted demaud.
Fiour is depre88ed under increascd rccipts of foreigu production. The fin-
portations af foraigu wheat have decreased, but prirEds continue lower in
consequeuco of the enerînaus supplies of American- fleur. The incraasing
output of the Anicric.îu niils nov fortn the doininan. factor in Lb. world's
bréadstu'ff., mnarkets. Corn is iu Iiunitcd supply, but prices have nlot. varied.
Ameorican new crop, which is being offernd uit 21s 6d. ox-ship, i8 found to
ho of excellent qualitv raid sound." In Chicago the ivhrat maarket bas rulod
waak uund firni by spurts. On te break sone parties bouglit belioving in a
rally on gencral principles, but ive fail to sec xnuch roonu to expect au advance
with suct discoura-sug advices froun ovor the sea. Norvo may wvork for a
wirble, but a declino is bound to coîno before lin-, aud hoidars appear more
likcly ta stand in for a lors titan a gain.

Pi>ov3ios.-In tha local muarkets provisions have beau quiet, the de-
înand boing ouly for suiali lots, but prices hsve ruled firru. Soaie business
lins beau doue lu lard at stcady prices. Tho liog muarket bas beau quiet, the
detaîsnd being i3low. Tho Liverpool provision miarket wa8 quiet sud steady,
except lallow, wvhich declined Md. ta 24s. 9d. Park Cicîssd thora et 67e. 6d.,
lard at 38s. 6d., aud bricon at 39s. te 41s lu Chicago the pork muarket
lias improved dacidedi y and ba s taadily advanced. Late quotationaý are
$14.35 Marali, and $14 50 'May. Lard thora lias bocu firm and înoved op
24c. ta bc . bcing nt lat quotations $7 .12J for blarch, and $7 5243 for
Mfay. Green aud swcet pickled hains wore unchanged.

flurEn.-Tho butter tmarket lias continuad te bo vory quiet, actual busi-
ness accoînpliid being confined to the local trade. Thora lias beau a good
enquitry in te NWust for jobbing lots of choico creaulury a-ad dairy butter,
ruainly, it je undorstood, ou Englieli account. Tho stock iu first bande
throtighout Canada is bolioved ta be ralativoiy v.ery light, and- prices wiil
doubtions be held firnily to the ond af the season.

CuEui.-The local market je quiet aud ne business of importance huis
been tranuacted in this lino. Reporte froua LiverpooI, G. B., showv the tuer-
ket thora te have beau uinclîsngod uit GOà. Gd., aud* privato, advices thonco
confirin the stoadinoas of pricos. In the 'United States tho prospects for au
advauco are flot encouraging, and holdors avili do well if they pull ýthrougli
wvithout loss. No itnprov,-ont- eau ho ra.onably oxpected bofore Lhài bo-
giuuîug of March, and thon ive avili ha upon the tb.rcshold of a fleu. Besson.
A uurious.probability existe that parties who bouglit *che' esa nt top figures. iu
Auguet aud lator wiil etuind in <n lana beavily b-y their opoculationo.


