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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

The various Young Pcople’s Sucieties in Toronto are taking
steps to form an mterdenominational organization with the
object of 1aking an effective part in the
furthcoming municipal clection, and
any municipal or public question that
may arise, having a bearing on the moral and religious well-
being of the community. An organization on somewhat
similar lines sprang up in connectian with the Sunday Car
contest, and helped the right, at that time to a very con-
siderable degree. It must appear that the existence of an
organization such as that proposed would be very desirable,
and a permancut committee or {ederation should be formed
for the purposes in view. There will be no lack of oppor-
tunity of doing good. (Juestions are often cropping up
which are of serious importance from a moral standpoint,
and the influence of a body of opinion wisely dirccted will
be of untold advantage to the cause of righteousness in
public affairs. The active disscmination of correct ideas on
pubhic affairs is nothing less than a sacred duty, and every
cnconragement ought to be extended to the Young People’s
movement.

Young Pcoplo's
Soclctics’
Organization.

It is not often two such notable speeches as that of Hon. G.
W. Ross, referred to last week, and that o Hon. Edward
Canada and Blake comne close upon cach others heels.
Groat Britain. Mr. Blake is in stnking contrast to Mr.
Ross. The former is pessimistic, the latter optimistic and
bucyant and inspiring. .\nd it is not often so cinphatic a
reception has been accorded by the country to public
addressces, in brief e, as has been accorded 1o them,  “The
pro British utterance of the Mmister of Education, the
intuitive fecling towards our destined poal, went straight

TORONTO, DECEMBER 16, 18y;.

$1.50 per Apaum

home to the hearts of the Canadian people and there is no
mistaking the satsfaction produced. O the other hand
Mr. Blake's doubts as to closer commercial relations with

Britain and as to Bntish trade concessions, have been suundly -

objected to as groundless or at least as problematical in the
extreme. He has excited no sympathy in country the and
whether his forcast be right or wrong, he is unsupported in
his views., His speech serves only to bring into clearer
telict that of Mr. Ross, which is still ringing in the public
car 25 a most welcome deliverance.  ‘These addresses are
valuable if for nuthing else i that they bave tested public
opinion of great national questions,

— e a—

FForms of petition for amendment of the Lord's Day Act are
m the bands of a large number of mimsters and  others
throughout the Province  ‘T'hese, to be
cffective, should be signed and sent in
at once. It is most urgently important that this matter be
promptly attended to. Petitions should be sent to the
Local Member for presentation in the House.

Lord's Day Act
Potitions.

It is necessary, iz accordance with the regulations under
which this Fund is administered, that ministers connect
Ministers' Widows themsclves with it within four years from
and Orphaus Fund. the date of their ordination.  “The special
attention of ministers, who have not complied with this
regutation, is called to the resclution ot last Assembly,
giving discretionary power to the Committee to admit them
prior to the 1st. of January, 1898. Asitis within a fo-t
night of that date, all who desire conncection must
imm:cdiately make application.

————

T'he extension of Home Mission work in the North West
and British Columlna supplies the Rev. Dr. Cochrane with
an unanswerable argument on biehalf of
increased comniutions to the Home
Mission Fund. Rev. Dr. Robertson has been rendering
valuable service of late in calling attention to the same subject
and s words wall be received with the respect which
sanctificd zeal and an unequalled knowledge of the facts,
will always command. The recent mission to the Klondyke,
Skaguay, Dawson City and other points will entail much
adduiiona! expense and 1rs. Cochrane and Robertsan view
the end of the financial year with no small anxiety. The
church, however, sometimes even surpassed the expectations
of the Comnuttee and tlus year is not likcly to fail in doing
her whole duty. But it s well that the needs of the field
should be kept constantly before the people and Rev. Dr.
Cochranc will sec to 1t that this is done. In his recent
circular he aptly quotes his lixcellency Earl Aberdeen's
tnbute to the Home Mission Work of the Church, as follows :
1 wish to allude to the manner in which the Presbyterian
Church in Canada has made, and 1s making, it a definite
part of its policy to aim at providing the ordinances of
religion n out lying and sparscly popuiated districts in their
carlicr stages of scitlement. I quite understand that other
denominations, with net less carnestness, aim at carrying on
this Home Mission work ; but 1 have an impression that
the Presbhyteriar Church has more specially arranged to
provide scrvices, cven before the locality is financially able

Homo Mission
Extension.



