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FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.

LessoN I.—Joun THE Baprist BEHEBADED.—]AN. 6.
Mark vi : 17-29.
GoLDEN TExT.—* Foar not them which kill the body, but are

not able to kill tha soul.”— Matt. x. 28.
Ce~yTRAL TRUTH.~Courage in the Right.

aurageous cbuke, v. 17:20.
ANALYSIS,.—A Cruel Re uest, v. 21-25.
owardly nler, v. 26.29.

Ting AND Pracc.—Jobn the Baptist was imprisoned in the
castle of Machacrus at the southern extremity of Perea, nine miles
cast of the northern ond of the Dead Sea, during March or April
A,D. 25; a year later he was belicaded. ]

A Counagkous Resuke, v. 17-20,—Herod Autipas 18 a son of
Herod the Grea , a man who professod to be a Saducee and
unbeliever in the futurelife and resurrostion, but who, notwith-
standing this, hearing of Christ's preachingand miracles trembled
lest it wore John, whom he had murdered, rigsen from tho' dead.
Tho mention of this fear on the partof Hered gives occasion for
the account of tho Baptist's martyrdom. The Galilean ruler had
married o daughter of Aretas, King of Arabia Ppt’rcng but
becoming acquain. ed with Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife in
Rome, ho sent his wifo home, and marricd Herodias while Philip
was atill living. T'o this iniquity in high places John could neither
remain blind nor silent ; so before Horod in person and the people
over whom heruled, in nomeasured terms did he dendunce the sin.
It was indeed courageous for & poor Jew, having neither the influ-
ence of wealth nor connection, thus to oppose his voice to the
absolute will of an unprincipled despot; but John felt that ho
could not rebulke the democracy for sin, and cringe to the licenso
of the aristocracy; hefelt that thestundard of a nations morality de-
pended greatly apon the example of those whoruled cver it ; ho saw
the impending disaster threateued by an wvasion on the part of
insulted Arotas, and sought, like a true patriot, to prevent the
inevitable bloodshed and distress. Yet it was all nnavailing
Herod feared John, and for some time preserved him from the
plottings of Herodias, apparently lascinated by his courageous
character ; but while he trembled in perplexity as to what he should
do, his ovil nature conquered and he surrendered to his passion.

A CrueL ReguesT, V. 21-25.—But with bitter hatred Herodias
watched hor opportunity, and when a convenient day was
come, namely Herod’s birthday on which he had arranged for
a feast, sho proceeded to put into execution her carefully thought
out plans for revenge upon the Baptist. Instructing her own
duugﬁter Salome, sho sent her in to dance before the gathering of
drunken libertines, an act of shamelessness which leads the inspired
penman to use the reflexive pronoun ‘ herself,” after the name
of Herodias indicating indignant surprise, (sce v. 22 R.V.) The
doancing at such feasts wasas arulo exceedingly immoral, and
always performed by professional dancing girls ; so low, howover,
had Herodias fallen that to gain herend she exposed her own
child to all the shame and gin of such & performance. Herod and
his company excited by wines and bigh fceding were pleased by
the dancing, and the maudlin monarch in drunken generosity
offered to the dnncer anything she might ask, even to tho haif of
his kingdom. For such a promise Herodias had been waiting, and
close at hand she instructed Salome to ask for the head of her
noble ennmy, the captive John. With haste Salomo returned to
the banquet hali and preferred the horrible request. *Twill that
thou give mein a charger the head of John the Baptist.” Sheasked
for it immediately, lest Herod sobering should repent his promise.

A CowanbLy RULER, v. 26-20.—And Herod was sorry. Not
repentant, but troubled lest thoe act should disaffect his people in
the conflict with Aretas. As o matter of fact Arctas did defeat
him with great slaughter. But he wasafraid after baving given
oath beforeso large s company, to draw back lest they should
scorn him ; 80 he yielded again to his weakness, and ordered an
executioner to accomplish thedeed. Itis a horrible picture that
rises before us. A young girl bearing in her delicate hands a dish,
surmounted by tho'gastly head of the martyred prophet ; an older
woman receiving it froin her with unconcealed delight. We
shudder. How low tho devil drags his victims! ith sad hearts
camo tho Baptists disciples, and taking the poor mutilated body
laid it in a torab ; then thoy went and told Jesus.

Nores ox THE TEXT.—V. 20. Obscrved him,— R.V. ‘*Kept him
aafe.” Did many things,—R.V. “was much perplexed.” V.21,
A convenient day,—~For Herodias’ purpose. V. 22. Danghter,—
Salome, by Philip. Said Herodias—R V. “Heroding herself.”
V. 25. By-and-.by,~R.V.** Forthwith.”

Application and Illustration.
Wit Cax I Do?

BE CouraGeovus ror THE RignuT. V. 18.—]It is casy to stand us
for the rith when the majority is with you, but when you stan
alono only the might of God can make you faithful. John
denounced siu in high places, becaunss he belioved in holiness in
higher places, and fclt that his loyalty to God demanded his firm
opposition to all iniquity wero 1t found in the peasant’s hut or the
king's palace. There aro somo so-called ministera to-day whose
mouths aro_shut on the liquor question, becauso their richest
church members aro distillors; we neced more men like John the
Baptist of A.D. 29, and Dr. Parkhurst of A.D. 18%4. God grant
yonand I, dearrendor, 8o %0 live that sin may bo condemned by
our daily walk and converaation.
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Leanrx tue Evin oy Daxcing, V. 22,<Tho most sovere indict.
ment possiblo against the danco is simply history. Usually, how.
ovor, it is history that hnas been suppressed. If police court
judges choso to lecture on dancing, they could open the cyes of
some people. Every lmre young mun or woman that begins to
dance puts himself in line with torrible precedents.—Golden Rule.

Bt Carervr. How 1 siapx Provises, V. 23, - The question has
often been asked. Would lieiod have done right to break liisonth
to Salome? The answer 18yes. No power inthe universe can
over wake it right to do wrong, and the murdor of John was most,
certainly wrong. It is not wrong then tu violate an oath? Not
if theoath werein itself wrong., Tho making of such an oath is
the firat sin, and the keeping of itis thesecond. Thus Shakespeure
aptly says.—

It is n great sin to swear urto a sin

But greater sin to keop a sinful oath.

Who can bo bound by any solemn cath

To do a murderous deed ! "—Ienry VI, V. 1.

GatHERED Gorb,—Spurgeon said he always had an uncasy
sensation around the neck when he heard of a public Lall,

Woe easy going Christians need to tako to heart Christ’s, ** Wouo
unto you when all men shall speak well of you.”

‘The mother often dectdes tho fate of her children.
to her, ** What shall wensk?”
heaven or hell,

Wo live in deeds, not years: in thoughts, not breaths,
In feeling, not in figures on & dinl. © most lives
Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the best.—Bailey.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

Daily Readings.

First Day— For missious—>Matt. 1x. 32.38.

Second Day—~ For country—1 Sam. xi1. 16-24,

Third Tay—For yourselves—Luke xvin, 9-14.

Fourth Day~-For friends—Job xlu. 1-10.

Fifth Day—TFor needs—Mark xi.0.26.

Sixth Day—For power—Acts 1v, 20-35.

Seventh Day—Tur WEER oF PloYER 1 WHAT SHALL 1T MEAN TO

Us?—2 Chron. vi 1821, 20 33 ; vii. 1 8.

Prayer MerTinG Torie, Jan, 6.—** 'T'he Week of Prayer ; what
shall it mean to us? 2 Chron. vi. 1X.21 2933: vii 13  We have
entered the portals of another year ; alieady the door in fast closed
behind us, we can never go back. How better can we face the
future than in the spirit of prayer? What uobler. sweeter words
can be inscribed on this final page of old Times' new volume, than
the wutld-wide cry, * Our Father?” It is a grand thought that
inspires our hearts, as on the wings of imagination we circlo the
globe and find m every land knees bLent in pleading to the same
Saviour, hearts all bound in one grand whole by the same indwell
ing Spirit. Wo pray, ** Thy Kingdam come,” aud in that earncst

Tayer lose eight of all dividing hines, and only féel the current of

ivine electricity that thrills from heart to heart the wendrous
message ‘‘OSE 15 oun MASTER, EVEN CUHRIST, AND JLL WE ARE
DBRETHREN !

Under such happy auspices 189518 well begun.  Continued in
the same true spirtt 1L will be marked by greater progress in the
causo of Christ, than any that have jomed the past. tvt us be one
in praying for more saith, for greater love, for fuller consecration,
for increase of power, for the adding of souls.

Father of all to-day we kneol
In praycr before Thy throno ;
One people we in hopo and love,
All we in service one.

They say
And the mothers answer leads to

Though lines of creed may scparate,
Though land and sca may part,
To-doy ono prayer shall make us one

In Christ our Master’s heart.

Work for the New Year.

¢ 0l1d things are passed away, bchold all things are become
new.” It may not be good excgesis to apply this to the passing of
'94, sud the coming of '95, and yet 1t just secms to sum up tho
thoughta I want to impress upon you. Withtho New Year como
new rosponsibilities, new opportumties, new privileges, all greater
than any that have preceeded them ? A hittlo personnl retrospect,
a little atudy of the scars our ** experience ** hias so often left upon
us, will bo helpful in making o reply.  Such a survey should lead
us to ono conclusion, I am helpless. The sovner I give up myself
the better.” If we get to that point, and mean what wo say, and
act upon what wo mean, the prospects arc bright for a year of
successful Endeavor. The next step of course is **Christ is all
sufficient. Hc has promised to bhe my hfo. Henceforth I live no
longer, but Christ livesin me, ©  Un that ground wo are ready for
all that the Now Year may bring forth. Now what are tho possi
bilities of 18652 Look around you. Do yousce ahorizon tothem?
It is the limit of your faith, (God can extend that horizon just as
far as your belief in Hia power will permit Him, and the coming
year will be fraitful of good to the mensure of your prayoe~ful expec-
tations. May I ask you toinclude within your belief for 1805, a
great spiritual awakening in our churches, a deepemng of spiritual
lifo among our Endeavorers, a drawing together in closer union of
those who love Christ for service, a spreading enthusinsm in
?iuio?ns, and a world wide preparation for tho coming agein of
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