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The Holy Spirit in Creation.
BY THE REV. JOHN ROBSON, D.D., ABERDEEN.

(In Exposilory Times).
TEXT :-" lIn the beginning God created the heavex and the

earth. And the earth was waste and void ; and darkneee was upon
the face of the deep ; and the Spirit of God was brooding upon the.
face of the waters. "--Cen. i: 2.

l the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the- Word wae God. Ail thinge were made by Him ; and ivith-
out Him was net anything made that bath been made."-John i:l1-4.

It i. with the work of the Hoiy Spirit ln redemption that we
have chiefly to do. But creation i. the basis of redemption ; let us,
therefore, begin with a study of the work of the Spirit in creation.

We nced not attempt to explain the work of the one Paraclete
apart from that of the other-the work of the Holy Spirit apart
frein that of Jesus Christ. This in true of their work for man's
salvation ; it is also true of their work for man's creation. lb goes
back to the very beginning, to the laying of the werld's foundations
for the abode of man.

The divine agents in creation are brought hefore us in the open-
ing of the Book of Genesie, and in the opening of the Gospel of
John. The objeet of John in his Gospel is to epeak of Jesus Christ,
the Word of God ; and 80, he refera enly te Hi. agency in the work
of creation. The objeet of Moses in Genesis is to tell the whole
divine agency in that work ; so in hie narrative we have the work
of the Spirit recognized. But he does flot ignore the Word of Ged ;
be begins hi. account cf each epoch or each day of creation with the
words "And God said." We donfot find in Geneis the theological
fuineas that we do in subsequent writers in the Bible ; but we do find
in il the elements of ail that we subsequentiy learu or deduce regard-
ing the divine agency in creation.

The purpose of the author ef Genesis i. to teach us that Ggd la
the author of creation, nof to informi us as to its procesees; and ho
dealt with the story of creation as be had if.

There was an account of creation of the saine general character
as that in Genesis, current among the people when he bad to teach,
and when Moses ivas inepired W Wwrite thia narrative of creatien it
was with thig account that he bad te deai. And how wouid hie
inspiration teach hum te deal with it ? To anewer this question,
we muet first answer the question; what was the purpose fer which
he was inspired? It was to enable him te teach the trnth with
regard to God, net with regard Lo the earth-theology nor geology.
He was commiseioned te teach the Israelites te believe in and serve
the one living and true Ged, and only in what heurs on thut bas he
the authority of inspiration.

Wbat, then, i. the account which we have of th~e divine action
in creation ? Firet, there is the great primai act-" lIn the begin-
ning God created the heaven and the eurth." Then there in the
detuiled narrative how out of primevul chaos-waete and void-the
earth. was brought inWo ita present condition suited for man's abode.
And in accomplishing this, two agents are mentioned:- "lThe Spirit
cf Ged broeding on the surface of the waters," and at each new
otage of creative developixent the Word of God expressed in the
word. 1 «Ced said. "

The expression with regard te the Spirit je that used ef a bird
brooding over its eggs. Se the Spirit ef God brooded over the
waste and void mass which the earth then was, and by Hie 'divine
energy brought out of it the order and life and beauty which new
mark it. Each etep in the precess i. given ruther as the develep-
ment cf what wae there before, thun as the heginning of unything
new-as though the elements were there und this power working in
thein, and only needed definite form W b.given thei.«"Ced mid,
Let the earth bring forth grass . - . and the earth brought
forth grass. " "And God said, Lct the waters bring forth ubund-
antly the moving creature thut hath life." Thiire i. thus the Spirit
of God present as a constant energy, and there in the Word cf Qed
giving form Wo that energy, and at each new epoch calling new
forma into being.

This doctrine of the Spirit working in creation i. in ne way con-
tradicted by any modern scientifie discoveries or by any theoiogy
cf geelegy. lb in entirely ln harmnony with them ail. But the
doctrine of t he action cf the Word do.. run counter, at,,ail eventa,
to one theory cf geelogy. While one schol maintains that we
cannot explain the faco ocf geoiogy without supposing successive

creative acte auoh as those indicated ln the narrative of Geneai. by
the worde « «God mid"1'; another, much more largely followed now-
a-days, maintains that ail can b. acoounted for by the same forces
that are working now, and have been in operation from, the begin.
ning ; and that there have been no such acte as fresh creationa in
the proceas by whioh the earth has corne to be what it in.

If the account I have sought to give of the teaching of the Bible
with regard W Ceod'a working in oreation be correct, it i. opposed
Wo the latter theory. It teaches that there have been uhat can only
be called successive creative acte. But at the same time we muet
allow that even if man had witnessed each of these acte with hi.
present powers, he might not have been able to discover in them
anything more than a natural procesa.

Let me illustrate this by one event that has corne within man's
own observation. The history of the seventh day of creation bas
yet Wo be written, or rather it is being written now. When summed
Up it may be put in these worda, '« Gd said, Let there be right-
eousness, and there was righteousness. " The words, «I od said,
Let there be righteousness," would sum up the incarnation and
work of J esus Christ ; the word., «"'and there waa righteousness,"
would sum up the work of the Holy Spirit. But we know how
utterly unable many are to aee in the person and work of Jeas
Christ anything more than the operation of natural causes, how
absolutely they deny the supernatural. in Hia case. And if men of
science find science and revelation in conflict in a niatter well
within the range of human observation, we need not be surprised
that they shouid find them in conflict on points beyond that range.
While we accept ail the facts that science discovers for us, and
allow within certain limitations the theories which it bases on them,
there are powers and principles behind these facts to which its
authority does flot extent. The facts of revelation are net opposed
to science, they are beyond ils sphere.

We might wish to have fuiler revelation with regard to the
Spirit's work in this. Let us be content with what has been
revealed, and rather seek Wo learn some of the consequences there-
from bcaring on that great work of renewal with which we have.
more practically to do.

If ail nature, even material, is ths work of the creative spirit,
we may conclude that there is a fund-»meutal harmony running
through nature. Froni the dead rock that is at the base of ail,
through the various forma of vegetable life up bo animal life, and
from animais to man, there runes a progressive harmony pointing to
Him by whose energy il has been wrought out.

Another consequence of this creative work of the Spirit in that
the mâterial world will be a type of the spiritual world. The
spiritual world was first. The Holy Spirit was from. ail eternity;
and when He accomplished Hi. work iu the material world, [lJe did
it according to the principles of Hi. own nature. Hence spiritual
law ruies in the material worid. Every iaw of matter or of materý
ial life which we discover in the type of a spiritual law. If we can
read the teaching of what we see in nature, we learn truthe regard-
ing the Spirit of whom it i. the type. This la the source of the
teaching in ahl the parables of our Lord. They are net arbitrary
adaptations of certain resemblances ; they are expositions of the
fundamental harmony between the materiai and the spiritual, and
therefore true expositions of the spiritual teaching of the material
universe.

Another consequence la that the material worid muet be attited
for the development of spiritual life. It la prepared by the Holy
Spirit for the abode of those in whoi He was to dwell. It muet
therefore be suitabie for their life. We have juat seen that there
is in it means of spiritual instruction; it is aise the means of
spiritual work. It i. only through material means that in thia
werld spirit can work on spirit. Speaking and hearing are suob
means. They are materlal actions, but through bhem the spirit
may work, and they are suited for the use of the spirit in man.

But this in al subordinate to the creative work of the Spirit in
man. The brief record of the creation of man in, "Grod created
man in Hi. own image, in the image of God created He him; male
and female creabed He them. " What constituted the image of God
in max wu are not told. We can learn what that image i. only
from observing it, and from the reeords which are preserved regard
ing it ; and it in only the ruina of the image that we have Wo
observe ; the ifirat records preaerved bo us regarding 1dm is the
record of hae fail. The first indication that we have with regard
Wo him la that unlike the lower ereation he had the power of work.
ing &long with the Creator Wc the attainment of the purpose of hi.
creation ; h. had freedom of wih, a witneaa te the spiritual element
in his nature; 'but thi*,Ywil ho exercised t tra aside from the pur.
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