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For the Sabbath Schiool.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lrsson VI.—May 6.—GEN. L., 14-20.
(Foseph's Last Days.)

Gotrpen Text.—** The path of the just is as the
shining light, that shineth more and more unto the
perfect day."'—Prov. iv., 18.

Jacon Recgiving This Nuws ABouT Joseri.—45 : 17-
28." At Hebron. Having made himself known to his
brothers, Joseph told them to hasten back home and tell
hus father of all his glory, and bring him down without
delay to sec . This glory would comfort the father,
and assure him of the safety of going into this foreign
country. Pharaoh joins in the imvitation, and sends
abundant means for their transportation, When they
.reached home the news was too good for Jacob to believe,
and ** his heart fainted ;** but when he saw the Egyptian
wagons, then he was convinced, and his spirits revived.

Jacon's Waauns,--The Egyptian wagons for carry-
ing produce, as pictured on the monuments, were rather
carts, having only two wheels. Such vehicles were
used 10 Egypt wheee the country was level, but were
probably then unknown in Palestine, which was rough
and hilly.  These carts were so0 peculiarly Egyptian,
and not likely to be obtained except from some great
land-owner, that they were visible assurances that the
report of his sons must be true. They would not have
bought such luxuries, and none but such a friend as
Juseph among the rulers would have taken pains to
send them.

This is an escellent illusteation of the convincing
proofs of Christianity.  The religion of Jesus is not a
mere theory , it is proved abundantly by facts, We -
would convince men of its truth by what it has done.
The lives that have been made better, the fact that it
does change for good all those who receive it into then
heacts, that wheresver it enters a community or a nation
it clevates them,—these are facts, like Jacob’s wagons,
that should convince men.

Tue JoLrnsy InNTO EGypT.—46: 127, Immediately
the whole family prepare to move to Egypt with their
flocks and movable property. The journey was about
2350 miles along the usual caravan r > te; but it was a
long, hard journey for aa old man, with women and
children and flocks and lerds. When they reached
Beersheba, some tnenty-five miles from Hebron, whence
they started, they encamped at this old home of Isaac
and Abraham. Here God sent Jacob a vision for his
encouragement, confirming the ancient pronuses, and
bidding him go onto Egypt.  Little could Jacob see the
real importance of this journey ; but it was onec of the
links in the chain of divine Providence, through which
the promises were to be fulfilled.

TuE MEETING OF THE FATHER AND THE LoNG-LosT
Son. 46: 28-33. When Jacob drew near to Egypt, and
had reached the land of Goshen, Joseph went forth in
his regal chanot and met bis father, and there wasa
truc Oriental mecting of the two who had not scen one
another for almost twenty-three years.
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DreaMs FurriLLep.—Many years before, when but
a boy, Joseph had dreamed that the sun and moon and
eleven stars did obeisance to him (37 : g-x1). And not
only were his brothers Indignant, but his father also,
who rebuked him, saying, ¢ Shall I and thy mother and
thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to
thec to the earth ?” Still his father **kept the saying in
mind,” and now he remembered it, when it had come
to pass.

Of most interest in this serics of blessings and
prophccies are the prophecies concerning Judah.

Tuy Fatiisr's CuiLbreN SuaLl Bow Down Brrorg
Turn. Notonly from the first was Judah a leading
tribe, but after Solomon’s time he became the centre
and soul of the southern kingdom, giving his name to
it.  After the destruction of the northern kingdom, the
name of judah was applied to the Jews everywhere.
Judea uand Jew are but forms of Judah, and all that are
left of the twelve tribes are included under this
name,

Tug Lio~n or Tg TRIBE or Jubpan.—He is compared
to the most royal and most powerful ¢f animals. The
form of this vision came from remembered sights and
sounds in the far-away Syrian mountains, but its sub-
stance came from an energy, courage, and might that
were to burst upon the world in still increasing splendor
through successive generations. The leading kings
among the descendants of Jacob were from Judah. He
became the royal tribe.  But his royalty was chiefly ful-
filled in Jesus the son of the Judean David, the ¢ Lion
of the tribe of Judah” (Rev. 5:5).

THEe ScepTRE TILL StiLou Comis. ¢ Stulch " means
cither ¢ One who brings peace,” the Prince of Peace of
Isaiah g (‘“ almost everything is in favor of this inter-
pretation,” Gibson), o1 it means *‘ He whose right it
is,” he to whom the kingdom belongs; a beautiful
description of the Messiah.,” The word translated
““gceptre” is the regular word for rribe, as in v. 28,
““ the twelve tribes (sceptres) ot Israel”  Within forty
years after Shiloh, the Prince of Peace, came, the sceptre
and the lawgiver were taken from Judea. A marvellous
fulfillment of a marvelous prophecy. )

Tnevy EMBALMED JosepH by means of spices and drugs
of various Kkinds. According to the usual custom,
Joseph'., body, after it was cmbalmed, was put into a
coffin. This coffin, or mummy-case, was probably made
of wood ; and on the lid of it there would perhaps be a
representation of the deceased, whilst the whole of it
would be decorated with various colors. Joseph's coffin
was, no doubt, deposited in some sepulchral building
and guarded by his own immediate descendants till the
time of the exodus. Or it was placed in the house of
Ephraim (the son whom Jac.b had preferred); by whose
family, in the line of thecldest, it was preserved. Mum-
mies in ancient Egypt were heirlooms, highly valued.

Pracricat SucGesTIONs.—(1) Thus Joseph being dead
still spoke all through the long bondage to his people
of the divine promises, and taught them lessons of
faith. So the lives of good men are ever speaking to
us. (2) We never understand God’s dealings with us,
except when we realize that with him a thousand years
are as one day.
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