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we do not magnify the cross of Christ beyond measure ; but we shrink too
wuch, 1 am persuaded, from the exposition and vindication of our diseiimin.
ative tenets,  Qur children, at least, should not he left in ignorance of our
reasons—if wo kare reasons—for our separate Church organization.  God
forbid that we should evor thrust aside the glorious Gospel by giving undue
prominence to onr peeulinrities; but this has not been our denominational
#in, or even temptation.  In endenvoring to fullow the things that make fur
peace, let us not forget to edify one another.  Let us remember thay the
apostle who wrote to the Church at Corinth, ¢ [ determined nut to know any-
thing among you save Jesus Christ and him crucified,” also wrote in the s
epistle, “ T have sent unto you Timotheng * * * which shall bring you into
remembrance of my ways which he in Christ, as I teach everywhere in cvery
Church.”

Tew and comparatively feeble as our Churches are in the Provinces, we
believe God has given ug a work to do.  Without dwelling upon our obliga-
tion to assert the perfect equality of all religious budics in the eye of the law,
—to advoeate the withdrawal of Government patrunage from denominativnal
institntions—and to affirm the right and the duty of private judgment, und
the sufliciency of the Ioly Seripturey, by the aid of the promised Spirit, to
muke wise unto salvation, anid to furnish all needful guidance in the acquisi-
tion of doctrine, and in the performance of duty—let us dwell particularly
upon two features of our work.

1. Tt is awork of coiperation with all those who sincercly and truly love
the Liovd Jesus, and are endeavoring to extend His kingdom.  Our distine-
tive principles favor such cobiperativn. A prominent article in our faith is
the oneness of believers—iwe exist ag Churches, in part, to bring the disciples
of Christ into the closest fellowship. We dv not ask as Congregationalists
that any forms of service—that any peculiarities of worship—that any non-
excentinl dogmas, in vogue among us, should be impused as conditions of
(‘hurch fellowship.  We do not want to fashion all Christians or all Churches
after any one minutely detailed pattern. Jiet the doctrines of the cross be
faithfully proelaimed, let the dvor into the Church be broad envugh to adwmit
every ovderly Christian, and strait enough to exclude all who do nut give
credible evidence of discipleship ; let the Church wmaintain self-guvernment
in submission to the authority of Christ; let it make suitable provision for
sacial worship, mutual sympdthy, Christian edification, and the conversion of
the unsaved ; let all things be done decently and in order ; aud questivns of
liturgy or free prayer, of audible or silent responses, of conference meetings
or cliss meetings, of instrumental or voeal wusie, of clerical or eommon
vestments, we gladly leave to the judgment aund deeision of individual
Churches, or to the taste and good sense of the persons cvncerned.  Mean-
while, without waiting for the organization of Churches on these broad
principles, we only give practical expression to one of vur distinetive tenets
in cabperating, as far as we are permitled, with Christ’s foliowers of cvery
nuwe, and in seeking to combine them in works of faith and lubors of Chris-
tinn love. It will do much to fulfil this blessed missivn of peace and goud
will to men, if we submit with patience to that exclusion from the fellowship
Ave erave, which some of God's servants conscientivusly deem it requisite to.
enforee, in proof of their submission to Christ. 'We may not thrust ourselves
unbidden within the circle which they have deliberately, and as they believe,
seripturally drawn; let us accommodate ourselves to our eircumstances;
“love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous.” ¢ Be patient, therefore,



