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Foreign Industry and
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The archives of the Board of Trade, we,
imagine, coukl not reveal many such mmuls'
of official obstruction as the story of the
movement which led to the passing of the
new Patents Act.  Mr. Levinstein, of Man-
chester, whose own part in that movement
was probably second to none, has shown in his
account to the Liverpool Chamber of Com-
merce, 2 charitable leniency towards those
whose stupidity so long delayed the realiza-
tion of that reform, but the facts of the matter
ought, for several reasons, to be reviewed
from a more critical standpoint It may be
said at once that Mr. Lloyd-George has well
deserved all the popularity he has gained
from the passage of this measure, though not
because he is more deserving of credit than
the pioncers who perceived the opportunity
and long and strenuously insisted on the need
of reform; it is the extraordinary indepen-
dence which he showed when the matter was
brought under his consideration that deserves
recognition.  Many authorities were against
him in the course he took, but he had the
courage to question the decizion of his pre-
decessors, and he has now the pleasure of
seing their opposition fully condemned by
the success of this new Act.

As far back as I881 Mr. Levinstein calied
attention to the great injury inflicted upon
British trade by forcign inventions patented
in this country which were worked exclusive-
ly abroad, and in 1883 an act was passed,
when Mr. Chamberlain was at the Board of
Trade, with the intention of providing an
adequate  safeguard  of  British  interests.
but it was framed in such ambiguous language
that it was found to be practically useless
for the end it was devised to serve. Mr.
Levinstein and others again took up the cause.
and n 1897 Mr. Ritchie, then President of
the Board of Trade, was pressed to consider
the matter, but even at that date he did not
consider that the Act of 1853 had failed, and
refused to take any action in the matter.
The Manchester Chamber of Commeree then
began its active support of th¢ movement,
of which 1t has been the furemuost chamypion
ever since, and Mr. Ritchie was appealed to
again, with come success. To ratisfy him of
the usclessness of Section 22 of the 1883 Act,
by which it had been sought to ensure the
working of patents in the United Kingdom,
Mr. Levinstein’s firm arranged for a test case,
by lodging a petition with the Board of
Trade for the grant of a certain license  The
hearing of this petition took the form of a
trial in the Law Court: it extended over 11
days, and although the compulsory licence
was finally granted, the utter nselessness of
the Section for all practical purposes was
abundantly proved. The fotal evpenditure
of €@he parties coneerned amonnted to ahont
£20,000, the expenditure of the Board of
Trade being probably not less than £3,500.
Az the result of these procerdings, Mr Ritehie
was indueed to appoint a Departmental Com
mittee to enquire inter alin “Whether any
and if so, what, amendments are neeessary
in the provisions of Section 22 of the Patenta
\et of 1883.” That Committee, however,
was chiefly composed of officials, lawyers,
and a patent agent, while manufacturers
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deficiency which the Manchester Chamber's
appeals could not induee Mr. Ritchie to make
good. The cconomic side of the question
was deliberately ignored by this Committee,
who met the suggestion that some plan for
the defeasance of a patent in the event of its
not being worked in this country would
be preferable to the compulsory granting
of licenses by the curt remark in their report
that “We are not able to accede to this sugges-
tion,” and Mr Levinstein has shown that the
Committee really misunderstood the object
for which the enquiry was sought. To a
witness by whom reference was made to the
desirability of having as many manufacturers
as possible worked in this country, the Master
of the Rolls, 2 member of the Committee,
replied, “That it is not very material to our
present enquiry.”  Not satisfied with this
Departinental Committee’s report, the Cham-
bers of Commerce and other bodies approach-
ed Mr. Gerald Balfour, but again to no pur-
pose, for his bill of 1902, as far as compulsory
working was concerned. was quite valueless.
The Associated Chambers, however, did not
lose heart, and in 1906 they passed a resolution
which was submitied to Mr Lloyd-George,
and is now embodied in the Patents Act of
1907 It is the provision based on this
resolution that has already resulted in the
establishment of many foreign manufactur-
ers in this country for the purpose of working
their patents, and it is an act by which the
Chambers of Commerce have greatly redeem-
ed their vanishing reputation for cfficient
public service

Since the passing of the act, Mr Lloyd-
George has raised high expectations of it by
his own cnthugiastic way of estimating its
probable results. The number of British
patents owned by foreigners and unt worked
in this country was generally understood to
be very large. but Mr TLevinstein has given
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Commorce a more definite basis for such (on.
jectures, which he states as follows:
“Section 27 is retrospeetive in its oy ica.
tion. It includes all patonts whick were
taken out from 1894 to 1804. Putling :side
the years 1894 and 1895, as patents tuhey,
out in these two years will shortly lapse, there
are atill remaining the patents anted
between 1896 and 1904. The average num.
ber of patents granted annually to resulent.
outside the United Kingdom is about < g,
which would give a total for these eight
years (1896-1904) of 64,000. Allowiny that,
say 75 per cent. of theso have lapsed. or an
not worked, there still remain about 14,0ty
patents to be dealt with. If half of thew gp.
alrcady worked in this country, which 1s 4
liberal allowance, there are finally left ahoyt
8,000 patents to which Section 27 applies
I know these figures are rather speculative,
and that speculations are somewhat nsky,
but still they show at least that a very furge
number of foreign patents, granted w Eng.
land, must at once come within the province
of the new Act.”

In addition tc the foreign concerns, whuh
we have reporled to be erecting works i
England, viz,, two by German syudicate,
engaged in the chemical industry and e
American Shoe Co., of Boston, and the firn
making the Gillette razors, Mr. Levindn
learns that a large foreign electrical engueer.
ing company proposes to erect works on th
Thames, and a number of other foreias
manufacturers are negotiating for the w.-
quisition of suitable sites. Before long M;
Levinstein expects we shall also see the
ficial silk industry fully developed m this
country. This is a very profitable busines.
onc German concern paying last year 40 por )
cent. in dividends. There are, honever, s
large number of other industries which coms
within the Act, among which Mr. Levinsten §

names the motor industry, clectrical engineer-
ing, labor saving appliauces and  niachinery
chemuceals, ete.,, all largely depuoadig o
patented inventions which will have to te

in his address to the Liverpool Chamber of

Suggestions f{

«No smohing allowed.” A very good
nofice to have in any wood-worhing plant,
for the public in general, but I think you will
all agree that there are other notices that
ought to be posted about the mill, expressly
for the benefit of the workmen. In most ali
the mills T have been in I find this fault—
everything out of place. The notice I think
should be in ¢very mill ig this:

A Prace For EvERyTRING AND EVERYTHING
IN PracE.

It is one that should be rigidly enforced.
There are always certain tools, such as
wrenches, culterheads, wabble saws, cabinet
clamps, straightedges, trammels, efe., used
in a general way by different warkmen in the
<hop. 'What an endless task it s, when you
want one of these articles, to go scouring
around the mill to find it! There could just
as well be a place to keep such things, and
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worked in this country.

or Wood-Working Plant
Managers.

By Arches in Tho Wood-Worker,

then when they are needed you hnow exacth §
where to get them. If they aren't thee §
you hnow they are in ase, provided every §
workmar adheres strictly to the rule 1o 3N
return every tool soon as he is through withit. i

Some workmen will borrow u wreneh 3
from your machine, and when they gt

mediately, will lay it to one side il go e

you must go aft: .(; they make no pretens
whatever of retuiming anything they borrow,

where there is “a place for everything aod §
everything in place,” and any of you who have S
been a little slack in this respect should wabe B
up to the fact that the opportunity for delt
what has been expected of you is slpping br. S

conditions if one will but keep his ryes ofe N
No matter how gmall, they shovld T« lodell

through with it, instead of returnmg it in- g

with their work: then when yon want it S

It iz certainly a pleasure to worh in o o SN

There are always opportunitics to letie S



