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net imports of wheat and flour were the cquivalent of 423,
000 bushels of wheat; 113,000 bushols of oats; 3,335,000,
bushols of corn ; 187,000 bushels of corn meal ; and 837,000
worth of bran and mill feed. In 1831 thero were 367,600
porsons employed in the munufucturing industries of Canuda,
an increnso of 112,600 over the nmnber employed in 1881,
Theso persons were not producers of agricultural products, but
consumers, and {o the oxtent of their consumption of such
products the farmers of the country were benefited in their
interest miors than thoy were Ly the consumers of this class
ten yenrs before, But tho importers of foreign meorchuudise
were not particularly benefited by this cluss of people, for
their wants wero supplicd from domestic sources ; and we fail
to sco any valid reason why the Shareholder should couplo tho
importers and these consumers together in its effort to cripple
our manufacturing industrics,

Tho fact i the cluss of conrumers who are most affected by
tho duty on foreign goods are thoss who nre best able tostand
it. The people of Canada generally aro well satistied to clothe
themselves with goods mndein Cannda.  They are of most
excellent quality and are comparatively inoxpensive ; while
the rich and fashionable who can aflord to wear expensive
goods, such as aro not produced in Cunadn, can also afford to
pay the duty on them. Tho Sharelolder tells us the tariff
docs not reduce the quality of goods munufactured abroad, but
that it reduces the quality of tho goods imported, and that
these goods cannot now be purchased in Canada of the same
valuo for the samo money, as they could were a revenuo tariff
in force ; that importers will not bring in the same high qual-
ity of gouds as formerly because there is no mouey in it.  'Wae
have shown that the consumers of these high quality goods are
not tho masses but the classes, including the importers them-
selves, who aro quite able to pny the duty ; and the Skarcholder
is not at all complimentary to its friends when it states that
they decline to import quite a  high quality of goods as they
might otherwise do because they can make more worey by
importing lower grade goods. The general consuming public
of Canadn are not interested in this situation.

The Sharcholder charges us with accusing it of advocating
the free importation of articles not manufactured in the
country, and declarcs that it never advauced such an argun-
ment—that our deductions are built on a false foundation.
Far be it from us to do our respected contemporary any injus-
tice, and we beg to refer it to its own language when it says:
& In our present condition as a young country the imposition
of customs duties is necessary, neencsary as well for revenuo us
for protective purposes, but let the subject of protection first
exist, and then consider and logislate for the protection which
it deserves,” It this language means anything it means that
duties upon an article should not be imposed until it is manu-
factured in the country.

THE STAMP LAWS OF GREAT BRITAIN,

AN analysis of tho Stamp Laws of Great Britain, showing
the duties imposed on all legal instruments of writing in that

ments under hnnd only within fourteon days, oxcept agreomonts
to let, which are linble to lvase duty, Tho Commissioners

have power to mitigato ponaltivs up to threo months nfter first
exeeution,  After that timo tho full penaity must be paid,

Articles of clerkship must bo stamped beforo signaturo or
penalty will bo imposed.  Bills of exchange and prowmissory
notes cannot bo stamped after signature,  Instruments oxe-
cuted abroud must bo stamped within thirty days afterarrival

in the country. A stawmp which, by any words on tho face of
it, is approprinted to any purticulur instrumernt is not availnble
for an instrument of any other description, Except whero
express provision is mndo to the contrary, any unstamped or
insufliciontly stamped instrument may be stamped after tho
oxecution thercof on pnyment of the unpaid duty and a penalty
of £10; and also by way of further penalty, where thoe unpaid
duty excouds £10 of interest on such duty at tho ratu of tive

per cont, per annum from the day upon which the instrument
was first exccuted up to the time when such interest is equal
in amount to the unpaid duty. No deed can be entolled, re-
gistered, otc, until tho samo is duly stammped. Except where
express provision is made to the contrary, all duties are to be
denoted by impressed stamps only.

There are somo general exemptions from stamp duties, such
as transfers of shaves in government stocks or funds; instru-
ments for the sale or transfer of any ship or vessel, or any
share, interest or purt in any ship or vessel; instruments of
apprenticeship, bonds, contracts, or agreements entered into
in the United Kingdotn for or relating to the service in any of
Her Majesty’s colonies or possessions abroad, of any person us
an artificer, clerk, domestic servant, mechanic, Jaborer, ete.,
commissions granted to oflicers of militin, ete. |

Included in the 'iat of dutiable instruments are acknowledg
ment of right to production of deeds, undor seal, 108, The
duties which had previous to the last Act been denoted in in-
struments by ndhesive stamps of the value of 1d,, 2d,, 3d., 6d.,
9d., 1s., and 2s Gd, or by combinations of such, are to be de.
noted by postage stamps which must be cancelled by writing
on or across the stamp, the name or initials of the canceller,
togrether with the true date of doing 8o, the penalty for neglect
of which is £10, The Commissioncrs have power to adjudge
the proper stamp to Lo aflixed to any decd. Admission as an
advocate in any court, £0 ; admission to the degree of Barris.
ter-at Law, £50 ; admission as a merzber of either of the four
Inns of Court in England, £25 ; admission as a member of Inns
of Chancery, £3, admission as an attorney, solicitor, or proc.
tor in any court, £25; admission as a solicitor or attorney in
the Court of Sessions in Scotland, if the sum of £60 has pre-
viously been prid upen articles of clerkship, £25 ; i€ proviously
admitted as a solicitor in any inferior court, £30 ; as a procur.
ator or solicitor in any inferior court, if applicant has previous
ly paid 2s. 6d. duty on articles of clerkship, £54 17s. Gd.; in any
other casc, £55 ; admission as a burgess into any corporation
or company in respect-of being cngaged in any trade, £1; ap-
pointment or deputation granted by Commissioners of Customns,
£1 10s. ; aflidavit or statutory decluration, 2s. Gd. ; agreenient
for a leaso, if oxceeding thirtyfive yoars, under seal, 10s. ; ap.
pointment in execution of any power not veing a will, 10s,

country, i8 interesting. All deeds linble to duty must be

appraisement, or valuation of property, froni 6d. to £1, accord:

stamped within thirty duys after their first execution : agree:: ing to valuation ; appronticeship, whore there is no considera-




