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Lady Georgina Vernon contributes
to the Lady's Hctorial the following
articlo :—

*In thecity of lowers**  how sweet
it sounds ! and what bright visions it
brings to ono of Florence, that queen
of cities, lying encradled amongst the
flower-bedecked lulls, the grey olive
groves, carped with yellow tulips,
crimeon nnemones, and the wealth of
color and sweetness which spring
brings to that joyous city. Turn
whore you will there are flowers, tho
stone benches round each gloomy old
place gleam with bunches of many-
colored blossoms, contragting vividly
with the massive walls and iron-barred
windows ; the sunny walks on the
Lung Arno are lined witl. baskets of
yellow daffodils and purplo masees of
violets, und the soft warm air is heavy
with the scent. Ono almost forgets
amid theso surroundings that such
things a8 1 and sorrow oxist! And
yet to-day  want to tell you of the
gilent world hid beh’nd the prison
walls not far from all this brightness,
and beauty and sunshive. Of all the
many deeply intercsting days passed
in Florence, none had for me a keener
1nterest than a morning passed in the
women's prison, and thinking this
may also be of interest to many, I
will brietly relate the incidents of my
vigit.

A friond had obtainod permission
for our visit from the asuthoritivs, but
with difficulty, as it is rarely that
visitors, and especially furcigners, are
allowed to suter the prisons. We had
some difficulty in finding the right
door, as we first went to Muratto Jail,
which is the won's part of the prison.
We were there told there was no
entrance to any part, and, although
the gentries pointed the way out to us,
they evidently thought we were on a
hopeless search. At last we arrived
at the door, over which the words,
s Carcere feminile di San Verdiano,”
showed us we were right. A ring at
the barred door soon brought a
plessant looking Sister, who evidently
expected us, and ushered us in past
the guardianos, or men warders, who
sat in the outer hall, up through a
long pussage into a bare parlor, wheve
wo waited patiently till the door
opened a&ud ,the Mother Superior
cntered.  She has the entire charge
of the prison- a aweet, rosy che_eked.
brown-eyed woman, whose firm, kindly
mouth gave good evidence of the
governing power which enables her,
with her six Sisters, to control the un-
ruly women cummitted to her care.
Her calm, happy face scemed to make
a light in the dark parlor, and spoke
clearly of the loving, womanly beart
which rules here. She bade us wel-
come . ad asked us te follow her We
first enterad the central ball of the
building, and as the mnther for a mo-
ment bent her head and clasped her
hends, I noticed that at the far end
waa an altar, now veiled by a heavy
curtain , and here on sundeys Mass is
said by one of the Padri Scalopi. Tbe
Sisters themselves have a little tiny
chapel opening out of the bal', and
truly it must be to them a very haven
of raat !

In the great hall there were tiers of
cells, with open galleries running
round, much the same as in our own
prisons. There were then thirty-six
inmates ; the prison is constructed to
bold forty-eight, but very often they
have had to accommodate as many as
seventy, putting two in acell! The
Sisters lcoked at ecach other with
gorrowful eyes that spoke volumes,
and sighed as they eaid this was,
indeed, *‘terrible.”” But we were told
that this scandal will ere long be re-
formed, as a new wing is being built,
which will aleo contain an infirmary,
there being now no accommodation
for the sick. This has at times caused
serious difficulty a8 well as danger to

the inmates of the prison. Some short
time since thers was a oase of emall-

pox, the patient dying there, without
any means of isola%ion |

Tho Motbor then took us into a
smell, oheerful-looking roum, of which
the doce stood open, and sitting there
were two women working at orcchet
and knitting. I imagined them to be
servants, bit to my amazement found
that these wore prisoners awaiting
trial, and one was for infonticide!
They looked comfortablo end happy.
but I must add thoy were two most
repulsive-looking women. The work
they were employed in doing would be
sold ; one-half of tho profit is given tu
the workers, one-half goes to the
authorities ; and the game rulo applies
to all the knitting and work whiogl is
allowed to be done by prisoners under-
going light sentonces.

Lwoking into the cells, we found
them a good medium size, light and
airy, but defective in sanitary arrange-
ments; the furnishing very pour—a
small bed, a stool, and in one corner
e little ocupboard to hold the bread,
eto., allotted for the day. There are
no means of warming the cells, and in
winter they must be very cold, although
each inmate i3 provided with a sca/dsno,
which 18 a small portable crockery pun
contaming hot wood-ashas. This is
an art:icle without whish no Italian
woman could lve, for even going to
church or market, the scaldino is
alwaya in their hands.

As we stood in the hall talking to
the Mother and another clever-looking
Sigter who had joined us, one of the
prisouers appeared, wheeling a truck
with the dinners. They all dine in
solitudu, and each had now gone to
her cell, from workroom or laundry.
As one cell door after another was
opened to receive the dinner, we
peeped 1n and saw the various inmates.
In one was a touching sight ; a poor,
wild loohing, dishevelled hittle child of
twelve, who ran forward to the door
and seized the pannikin of soup with
eager-ontstretohed bands, looking like
a famished wolf! She, we learnt,
had tended sheep on the mountains,
but had been accused at the farm
where she was employed of stealing
a watch, and now got three months'
imprisonment, of which the first ten
days had to be passed in solitary con-
finement. robably it would have
been better for her if this had been
the case during the whole detention ;
for, es I ahall tell presently, one of
the trying evils of the system here is
the way in which the prisoners can
contaminate one anothser by free con-
versation and intercourse.

During the Jinner half-hour we
went to see the very primitive wash-
house, which certainly did not lead
one to think that clean linen could be
plentiful in the establishment, it being
merely a small outhouse, with the
roughest convenience for washing.
The kitchen was small, but clean and
bright, with its copper pans and nice
stoves. Here we saw some of the
soup maigre which had just been sent
up for the dinners; it smell most
excellent, and looked good and nour.
ishing with maccaroni and vegetables;
but this is the cnly real meal of the
day, and the tins of soap cannot con-
tain more than a pint and a half. In
addition to this, a two-pound loaf of
white bread isgiven in the morning ;
and this is the day’s provision, no
coffee or milk being gaven. §

But here comes in a most grave
injustice—those who can afford to buy
it, or whe have friends outside able to
send them food, are allowed to gpend
as much as ninegence a day in extras
or to receive it from their friends ; so
the rich fare comfortably, while the
poor and friendless have bavely enough
to keop body and soul together! The
woman who wag doing the cooking. a
strong, tidy-looking person, dark-eyed
and fresh-coloured, we thought must
be thero for some very trifling offence,
but on agkin e Superior, found
that sho had murdered her ttle
daughter, or, as the Aother said,
*«The child disappeared—it was mot

to be found!” And this woman,
strangoely onou%.‘h. was meroly endur-
ing six months' detontion, whioh
scemed an illogical sentence, for if
ghe had not muidered the child why
was sho there? And if she had, wus
this sufficient punishment ?

‘L he sontonces that hud been passed
upon tho prisonors appeared to be
very similar, in most cases, to those
passed in Lngland: e. g., there woro
the women in for drunkenness, for
*“goven days”; those whe had in
more aggravated cases committed somo
assault, or similar assault, for ** four-
teen deys"” or a month; but upon a
second conviction they invarinbly got
a whole yenr's imoprisonment, and this
certainly must be deterrent. Drunk-
ennoss amongst the womon is not
vory common, as it is only determined
drinkers who take to spirits who can
bo inebrinted, tho light wines they
drink being very harmless. The very
sorious cases which entail the ** pena,”
or long and severer punishment, are
now passed on from this prison to one
of those at Rome, Perugia, or Turin,
and there tho rule is in all ways more
stringent, prison dress is adopted, and
they ars known by a number; also no
food is thera allowed from the outside.
This stricter discipline is only under-
gona, howsver, in those cases which
have to suffer more than a year's
incarceration.

We were vow told that if we would
come to the hall aga’n we should see
them ail assembling for esercise, as
the dinner half-hour was over. and
down they all trooped from their
various culls, with & strangely undis-
ciplined look to LEnglish eyes, accus-
tomed to the order and regulanty of
our prisons, some with knitting, some
with gewing 1n their hands, others
carrying their little stools, and nearly
all with a sce/ding, full of hot ashes.
They were a motly-looking lot, as
they passed by, clad in all manner of
old garments; some with coloured
handkerchiefs on their heads, others
with their rough, unkempt haiwr rolled
carelessly up; nearly all gave us a
pleasant word or nod as they passed,
chatting away wmernly to each other.
Here and thers was a tidy looking
woman, but the generality of the faces
were of a low animal type; and it
amazed one to think that all these
rough women were under the sole
control of six fragile little Sisters!
Still, although there was so little skow
¢ power or coercion, one fe/f an influ-
enve and moral strength of thesc
Sistery, such as must be recognised by
these poor outcasts, and must have a
softening and hamanising effect on
even the most hardened.

We followed them oat to the exer-

.oise-yard, & large couri divided into

small compartments, each with a high
wall and an iron gate, but the gates
stood open. One Sister walked up
and down, looking occasionally intc
tho yards, where the women had
already grouped themselves comfort-
ably, about six or eight in a yard,
many sitting on their stools knitting,
one with her basin of unfinished soup
which she had brought down from her
cell, their heads here and there close
together, busy whispering to each
other, some talking loudly and uncon-
cornedly. One singularly unpleasant
looking old lady glared at us as we
passed with a look of sullen curiosity,
and to most we were evidently objests
of much interest.

Words are not needed to depict all
the evils of this unrestrained com-
munpication between oriminals; the
young girl who comes in here for the
first time for some petty offence and
with an innocent mind, must needs
go out again into the world degraded
and contaminated by the older and
more corrupt women. The Sister
stops 8= 7 too lond or profane talk, but
naturally a good deal goes on that she
never hears.

Two hours have sped away quickly
while we lingered with the Sisters,
talking of their charges and hearing of

their anxioties, and wo woro now
obliged reluctantly to bid them adieu,
although as eaoh uttored hor * a rived.
erla,” we folt we would gladly return
somo day, and endeavour to carry on
and supplement, both in and outside
the prison walls, the work of theso
good Bisters. Indeed, such work is
urgently needed, for it seomod to us as
if the prison were merely a placg of
dotention, where is no punishment
except for the poorest, who must ofton
suffer hunger. For the others, they
come in, they sit at their work, knitt-
ing, crochet, otc., they gamn what they
can, and beyond the fact of occasional
solitude, have littlo inconvenionce to
guffer.  Little wonder that, as the
Mother said, those who once come 1nto
the prison return agamn and again ; as
the system is conducted, it is sumply
a means of increasing the evil it
sirould stop.

Out again we went through the
barred doors, out into the freedom of
Ife, and Low marvellously sweet the
goft ar felt, and the sunshine seemed,
how gay the bright shops and the busy
thronged streets! And yeot, as one
stood there by the sunny Arno, watch-
ing the great river rolling away calnly
and silently to the sea, that wonderful
rominder of the life that drifts on and
on so swiltly to eternity, one longed in
one's heart to hold out a helping hand
to these prisoners and captives, whose
lives were dr.fting on, and who, when
they were turned out of these prison
gates, would just be thrust again into
the same temptations which hsd as-
sailed them to fall before, with prob-
ably increased knowledge of evil and
less shame of its consequences.

Keop a puro heart and it shall be merry ,
aod to a merry heart trials which orush
scowlers aro a0 more bother than a fly-speck
to a busy housewife.

Don t ask queations - remember that most
people are as anxious .- tell their business
as tgon are tokoow it. If they doa’t ¢ out
with it,” just let them alone.

Thou canst not deny Giod when thou atep-
pest out into the moraing or under tho star-
ry heavens, or when thou art good or when
thoa art happy.

On April 27, the great Munster fair for the
tho sale of horses and pigs opened in
Limerick, and in the horso line there was a
fairly large supply of good class amimals,
but tho prices realised were on the wholo

poor.

Don’t tcll overything you know ; try to
keep a reserve on hand.  Your egotism will
grow under this process, and ogotism isa
fine, complacent backgronnd. If no ono olse
shinks well of you, it is good to think well
of yourzsslf.

On April 26th. the ccremony of profession
took placo at tho Presentation Convent, En-
nisocrthy, the young lady who took the
solemn vows of tho order being Miss Maggio
Kehoo, third daughter of Mr. Thomos Kshoo
of Monroo, and to Miss Kehoe, Castle Hill,
Eunniscorthy.

The death of Rov. Michaol Gleeson, P.P.,
Castleconnell, is announced at the advanced
ogo of 60 years. Docozsed began his mission
28 a priest in tho parish of Toomenare, from
whenco he was transferred to Killaloe, and
subsequently to Nonagh and Temploderry.
About 15 years ago, on the dcath of Father
Hennoasey, ho was appointed to Caatlo-
ooonnell.

The rcmains of Mastor Richard Roche, of
Knocknasillogue, who succambed to tho in-
juries he received from the accidental dis-
charge of his gun, were interred at Black.
water, on Apri Tho immecase cortege
which attended the funcral testified to the
groat respoct in which the family are held,
and tho decp and widespread sympathy felt
for thom in their sad bereavement.

In all cases, whero o mild but effectivo
aporient is neoded, Ayor’s Pills are the best.

ey improve the appetite, rcstore healthy
action, promote digestion, and regulate
every fanction, No pill is in greator de-
mand, or more highly recommended by the
profession.

Only thoge of truly heroic mould can
fully comprehcad or a;{)prcciate heroio souls,
only the great and noble, parposs can fally
know tho souls who have wrought theso
EOM:. purpozes into actions and words of
am

It Has Been Proved.

It has boon proved gver and ovor agam
that Burdock Blood Bitters cures dyspepais,
comtiﬁation, billousness, headache, scrofala
and all diseazes of tho stomach, liver and
bowels, Try it. Bvery bottle is guaran-

teed to benofitor cure when taken acoord-
ing to directions.



