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good teasons they composed. As I have said,
the Confession of Faith is, with all its merits,
stili a human composition ; it is the composi-
tion of fallible men, of men of liepassions
with ourselves; and we are, not to forget
that with respect to a great number of arti-
cles contained in the Confession of Faith,
the very men who made it were divided, and
greatly divided. Some of its articles were
unanimously adopted by the Westminster
divines. Some of thein were carried by
majorities, and some of them were car-
ried apparently by the pressure of the Scot.
tish army. Such ie the testimony of the
man whi bas given us the clearest and mosit
intelligible account of the proceedings of the
Assembly-namely, Robert Baillie, the well
known author of certain letters. As to the
compact between us and the State, it is per-
fectly true thet the Confession of Faith bas
the sanction of the State and the law of this
country. We need not, therefore, make pro-
testation that we adhere to it. But, sir,
while I say-and of course everybody knows
-that the Confession of Faith is an Act of
Parliament, I am not quite sure we are alto-
gether correct in all our ideas on this subject.
I am not quite certain that the State was im-
posed on the Church-in foot, it did not im-
pose, it consented, at the request of the peo-
ple of Scotland, to sanction it-but I rather
think that a conutrt nf law wuMld hold that it

fidence in each other, and I believe we shahl
never regret that forbearance-I believe it
will never make us ashamed. (Applause.)

After some remarks from Dr. Moir and
others,

Mr. MACDONALD said-I have said that I
would press my judgment; but I have bees
requested by many of my friends not to take
up the time ot the House unnecessarily by
going to vote. (Loud applause.) I would
beg leave, however, to make one or two re-
marks. (Cries of "No, no.") Well I with-
draw my motion. (Applause, and cries of
" Agresd.")

Mr. PHIN, having made a few remarks, the
motion submitted by him vau adopted as the
finding of the louse.

THURSDAY.
The Assembly met at Il o'clock-Dr.

Cook, Moderator.
8ABBATR OBSERVANCE.

Dr. MUIR gave in the report of the cem-
mittee on Sabbath Observance.

The Hon. Major BAILLIE moved the adop-
tion of the report.

Dr. MACPHERSON seconded the motion,
which was unanimously agreed to.
THE DECLARATORY ACT OF 1865 ANENT

CHANGE$ IN THE FORMS OF WORSHIP.

only sanctions the generaldoctrine,anddoes not The Assembly next took up s number cf
commit itself to every particular expression ovenlures on the Declaratory Act 1865
or oassage in the Confession. Some gentle- anent cangea in the forma cf worship. It
men, whether judiciously or not I will not was ated by Dr. Pirie that tan cf these
enquire, have thought that the Confession of ove-tures icre against the Act, eigbt in là-
Faith is longer than is necessary. Well, Sir ver, and flve either absolutely in faver, or lu
is there any profanity in that P Are not some faveur with the slightest possible modifies-
Confessions of Faith much smailer P Was tien. The overtures from the Presbytery cf
not our own old Scottish Confession a great Deer, th Presbytery ef Dumbarton, and the
deal smaller P le there any suspicion to the Synod ef Merse and Teviotdale, mare read,
Church, or any suspicion of infidelity convey- a indicating the tenor of the other over-
ed in a man being, for instance, desirous that lures.
the old Scottish Confession, upon wbich the Dr. PluiE, in a lengthened speech, moved
Church was founded, were substituted fur a motion, wbicb in its last torm was as fol-
the Westmiaster Confession, as the West- lows
mihter Confession was adopted by the mere Wbereas, it appears frot certain over-
authority. of the Gen eral Assembly, instead turcs fret Preebyteries ad otherwise, tbm:
of the old Sonttiah one ? I can eon-zeive no the Declaratery Ac, cap. vii. cf the Acts of
profarity in that, or any disrespect aither to h Gmneral Asscmbly et 1865 anent Chang-
the Assembly or to the Church. I do not a iu tbe Fort oi Wersbip and oîher ece-
know them, and perbapa if such exist I am sistical arrangemens, bas been misunder-
as likely to know them as other people. stood in various quartera, and a more full
(LaVghter.) But if such men exist, they are and explicit declaration cf the law is called
not, within the circle of my acquaintance. for ad neoessary, tbe General Assembly,
(Hear, and laughter.) The men wbo lie un- while adbering te ia principle, recul the ud
der suspicion-perhaps I ought to inclade Act, and iu erder te carry eut more effectual
aiyself-(laughter)-though I have neyer ly the purposes trul contemplated in the
said anything or written anything in this same, enaot aud delre that the rigbî and
sne tai I t am aware of, ard I ar consclons duty of maintainiusg m'id euforcing the ob-
in my own beart that i am a most loyal and sarvance of the existing lais mcd usages of
zealous friend and son of the Kirk of Soot- thc Cbureb in the* particular congregations
land, (Applause and " Hear, hear."1) Let or kirks ijin their bounda, in maltera cou-
ne trust each other a little. Let us not sus- nected with the performance of publie wor-
pect that every man is a secret enemy to the slip, and the administration of ordmsooes,
Chih. Letî us exorcise ibis jenerous ccn- beleng to and are incumb t upa num Pres I


