IN NOVA SCOTIA :AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES,

R431)011 of Missionary Labors in Muse
quodoboit.

To the Prestytery of flalifax in conneclion
with the Clurch of Scoiland :
REVEREND Siks,—I beg leave tosub-

mit the following hurriedly-written Report -

on the present condition and future prospects
of our Church in Musquodoboit. '

. As my labors there extended over the space
of only one month—the month ot Scptember

last—T found it impossible to obtain exuct
gures, so that my statements, in a few cases, -

and with regard to a few points, may not be
absolute]y correct. I think, however, they
will be found correct enough to give the
resbytery a pretty good ilea of the true
State of the congregation.

. The first thing noticeable to a stranger, in
Visiting Musquodoboit, is the great number

of «gettlements,” or separate little worlds, ;

Wto which it is divided. Musquodoboit is
divided into three great settlements—the
_Upper, the Middle, and the Lower. Those
tee, again, are divided into “sub-settle-
Wents,” as they may be called—that is, small
I8tricts, quite secluded, and apparently shut
Out from the rest of the wor&d by winding
Vers and broad belts of forest-land. In
Ose districts, only one family, or at most

8 very few families, originally settled ; but
ow there is, in all cases, quite a.large num-
. Now .those sub-settlements, not to
Speak .of the larger settlements, are, in many
fﬁses, so widely separated from each other
“1at the people of one canuot, or, at least,
Will not, assemble for divine service in ano-
r.  Hence, it was found absolutely neces-
::‘;1)' to form a number of preaching: stations,
A hitherto, service has been held in four
2 crent places quite distant from each other.
;’f the sake of convenience, those stations
Dy ¢ been designated as follows : ' The Home
“eﬁ{'net’” which is by far the most thickly
our ed by our ;;:eople, and in which we have
Beg. Oy Church; « New Antrim ;" “ Middle
Anu?mgnt;” and * Upper Settlemont.” New
in L'lm is about seven miles from the Church
o éttle River: the School-house in the Mid-
:preacit‘tlemgut about six; and the place of
twgy, N8 in the Upper Settlement about
they. Dean Scttlement, one extremity of
'f,mrf("}gregatiun, is over thirty miles distant
Viog 12 YEW Antrim. the other. Hitherto, ser-
t]

a fourth of the whole amount paid
4 e'e'mmistﬂ'y or £20. “I held service four
tvrie: In the Church, twice in New Antrim,
in Me In the Middle Settlement, and ouce
Hep, 4ger's Grant. 1 visited the Upper Set-
of them during the week to find out the state

I urch there.
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Congregation, it is necessary, ﬂin.tbe
a Ce, to ascertain, as nearly as possible,
Umber of adherents and paying mem-

}llce has been held every fourth Sabbath in,
::ibutep(f)er Settlement, snd-the people con- !
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bers. On making inquiry,  found that there
iare, in all, in Musquodoboit, 124 paying
| members, and that most of these are heads
j of families. That number is divided between
the different districts, as follows : Home Dise
trict, 67; New Antrim, 20; Middle Settle-
ment, 17; and Upper Scttlement, 20, In
addition to these, there are a goodly number
of fumilies who never peid anything, but who
attend service pretty regularly, and who, J
am sure, under a faithiul pastor, wordd even-
tually join in with the others, and give their
mite.  During the month I was.there, I visit-
ed over 60 fumilies, and found them all warmn-
| Iy attached to the Church, and anxious to
{ have a settled minister of their own. 'They
jadmitted that they must do more in future
i than they have hitherto done, and that ad-
! mission they all seemed determined to carry
| into effect.
I may here state that a Church should im-
i mediately be built in New Antrim. The
. numbers that congregate there are astonish-
iing; but very much has not been done by
i them hitherto in the way of paying. Were
i a Church built there, I have no doubt they
: would all become firm adherents, and willing-
: ly contribute according to their ability. An
| attempt was made some time ago to begin a
i Church, but it fell through, and has never
| since been remewed. The advantage of a

Churth there can scarcely be over-estimated,
jand I fondly hope that the day is not far
i distant when there will be -ne.
i Singularly enough, too, the sacrament ‘of
i the Lord’s Supper has never been dispensed
i at this station, if I was correctly informed.
i Indeed, that ordinance has not been dispensed
i anywhere within the bounds of the whole
congregation since November 1864. The
Presbytery, let me humbly suggest, should
i see that it is dispensed as soon as possible,
as it *serves to unite young and old more
i firmly to the Church, and, above all, to their
j risen Lord and Saviour.
i But this leads me to remark, secondly, that
| we are to judge of the real vita religion that
{ exists in_a congregation from the number of
{ communicants compared with the number of
| adherents. I am sorry to say that the num-
| her in the Musquodoboit congregation,though
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large, is not so large as it should be, and es-
pecially that so few of the young are to be
found on theroll. The total number on the
roll at present is 83, of whom 41 are males
and 44 females. At the last celebration of
the ordinance, on the second Sabbath of
November, 1864, ten communicated for the
first time, of whom six were males aud four
females.

(Other facts may be obtained from the Re-
port of Mr. Jameson, which I herewith sub-
mit.)

Thirdly. To estimate the vitality of a con-
Bregation, we must enter the Sabbath School,
and - observe how it—* the nursery of the
Church”—is attended and carried on. From




