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chiefly showing as blue dlay or mari about the streais; the
woods are mostly liardwood, beech and maple; hardly any
spruce, a good demi of liemlock and some white pine; cedar and
tamarack abundant in swampy parts; the upper soil sandy or
peaty; the country roliing and rich in springs. The fera-fora
is in the main charaicteristic of limestone districts; in some of
the bigher parts the land is abundantly strewn with granite
boulders of graciai ormgmn.

Ny favorite baunt was a stretch of country from west to
east. mirne 5 miles north of Lake Ontario; rolling country with
rich hardwoods - and uplaad pastures, peaty swamps in the

$ hollows and crested above with ridges of pine. The best ap-
* proach front the tova to the west end of this roliag country is

by the Midland Railway going north freun Port Hope towards
Peterborough; just wcst of the railway quite close to the town
lies Monkey MountSiJI. a tract of sandy turf and grassy sdopes,
piue trees on the upper levei*. and intersected by valleys full
of springs sud swaunps.,with running streains of cold clear water
that barbour speckled trout. At the foot of the grassy siopes
near swamp level aire some fine colonies of 2 of our Osmundas.
the Cinuamon and the lnterrupted Feras. These fruit early in
june and before July the fertile fronds have begun to wither
away; the more famous Royal Fern, Osmussda rqgals, 1 did flot
flud nearer than a tamarack swamp 10 miles away, thougli last
summer 1 found to my deliglit a few plants of it just north of
my rolling country and quite close to the railway track. The
Royal Fera ini maturity is a magnificent plant. but wlen young
it lias a singular beauty of its own; the frond is coppery in hue.
lush and soft i texture. something like thevoung frond of the
Maidenliair with it,- lalf-furled drooping bannerets of yellowish

The Miaideahair (Adiassmn pelaftum) is quite common in
ont inapte and beecli woods in somewhat shaded situaticns.
wherever the soil is peaty and ricli; it requires less shade than
the Oak Fera whicb otherwise is found in similar (or the saineé)
haunts. It is liard to analyse beauty, nur is kt advisable; i the
Maidenhair Fera syinmetry bas mlKli to do with its charm; the
contrast of colour between the shining ebony stemin th its hair-
like divisions above sud the delicate gree of the piunae adds
not a little thereto; sud the tree-like effects of the spreadÏng
horse-slioe of branchlets set witli wedge-sbaped pinuse, trans-
lucent, membranous, like an oak of smre fairy foreut, of sucli
transcendent delicacy, this unites with the other qualities to
give the fera a daiaty elegance sud grace uarivalled amnong its
kind.


