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« Lake Iuron is 240 wmiles long, €6 miles wide, 1,000 feet dueep
contuins 20,600 square miles. 1 is 270 feet above the tide water. * a’'d

“Green Buy is 105 wmiles long, 20 miles wide, and contains 2,000
#quare miles,

« Lake Eric is 240 milcs long, 40 miles wide, §10 feet deep, and con-
tains 9,000 square nmles. It is 595 feet above tide water,

“ Loke Ontariv is 108 miles long, 23 miles wide, 300 feet deep, and
conteins 600 equare nnles. [t is £32 feet above tide water.

« Luke St. Clair is 20 nudes long, 14 nles wide, 20 teet deep, and
contnins (00 square milee. 1818 870 teet ubove ude water.,

“'The Amenican Lakes are computed to contam 1,700 cubic mnles of
water—more than half the tresh water on the globe.”

From the above, for which I um indebted to a recent American
compilation, it will be seen that the whole of the vast bodies of
water here deseribed, are, with the eveeption of Lake Ontario,
situated beyond the Falls of Niagara, and eonsequently form the
enormous tide—~renewed without cessation—which has contimned
to leap for time immemor:al down the stupendous precipice.
There are many other Canadian, or rather American, lukes,
which are not included m the above stati-ues, and these, although
nut composing any part of the mass which feeds the torrent, con-
tri]bx;lc, by their evaporating power, to atfoid nourishinent to the
whole.

‘There i3, to those who are fond of looking over albums and
serap-books, and treing the characters of men through their
writings, plenty of food for this amusement in the host of manu-
seripta which are ¢ strewed thick as leaves in Vallembrosa » on
the tables of the visitors? roomy, which overlooks the IFall. IHere
the scnsible and the silly, the witty aud the witless, the grave,
the gay, the refiued, the vulgar, the daring, the timid, the saint,
the infidel, the young, the oll, the black, the white—in fine,
every descrij tion, age, amd shade of the human family—are wont
to pour forth their eflusions, and to “ hyroulyphic * their names,
until in the end such a galamatias of ubswrdsty is offered to the
eye that it is difficuit for the educated stranger not to faney that
he has at length stumbled upon the written language of lgabcl.
Among the most dislingués of the names inserted in this “pot
pourri,?” were those of Hamilton, Hall, the Kembles, Miss Marti-
nean; and these will naturally tend, intennixed as they are with
those of the iznobler mass, to the preservation of records which
else might, for the credit of those who chieily contribute to their
formation, be as well committed to the flames, or tumbled into fue
Fall itself.

At the period of my arrival in Canada, the people were ina
stote of feverish excitement.  The conduct of those, who, fora
to.:g series of years, had been aimi g at the overthrow of DBritish
connexion, making certain assumed Jocal grievances a pretext for
the accomplishment of their guilty object, had created a most
powerful and resolute feeling in the mmds of the loyal portion of
the inhabitants ; while, on the other hand, the utter discomfiture
of their plans, in the dispersion of the rebels and the flight of their
principal Jeaders, led the vanquished patty to cherish in silence a
stubborn vindictiveness of feeling against their conquerors, which,
although not openly avowed, was manifested in the ulterior policy
pursued by their party.

Sir Allan M‘Nab—the gallant, say, and gencrous leader who
had headed the flower of Canadian loyalty against the brigands
at Navy Island—had, since the dispersion of that force, snd the
sirmal destruction ot the Caroline steamer over the Falls of
Niuzara, returned hon-e; and several of the leaders, taken in
arms, were at that moment in the course of being tried at To-
ronto, where the Assizes were sitting.  Among these were Lount,
Mathews, and Theller: the former, an ex~Member of the Upper
Canadian Parliament ; the Iatter, a generalissimo of the Sympa-
thizers, who had been taken on board the schooner Anne while
in the act of bombarding the small and defenceless town of Am
fierstburgh, in the Western District.  Theller conducted his de-
fence in such a manner as to show that, not being a Canadian
subject, he could not with propriety be charged with treasonable
practices against the state, and therefore his life was spared ; but
both Lount arnd Mathews were sentenced to perish on the scaf-
fold. 1 was present at this execution, which was comdueted with-
out any of that excitement which might naturally have been
looked for at such a crisis, and it vccurred to me that [ had never
scen two men more mean, or less qualified, in personal appear-
ance at least, either to take the inititive in pasty, or 1o be made
the objects of selection for a politically criminal procedure.

While in Toronte, I of course made an especial point of waiting
upon Siv George Arthur, for the purpose of delivermg iwto his
hands the letter of intraduction from Lord Glenelg, and explain-
ing to him the circumstances under which the seal had been
hroken.  Sir George received me, as he always subsequently did,

vith much courtesy, and after a gocd deal of conversatin on the
subject of tire disturbed state of the country, pramised, on m{ de-
patture, that he wonld not fail to comply with his Lord:hip’s
wishes the moment that a favourable opportunity should offer.” 1
dined with himn that day, and, there being only a small party as-
sembled, 1 confess that' I have seldom been more favorably im-
wessed than T was with the utter unpretendingness that pervaded
}:is family circle. Lady Arthur, the mother of a fine youth
{Aid-de-Camp 1o Sir George, and now a Captain in the 4thor
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King’s Own) ard several handsome amd accomplished daughters,
was sull a remarhably good loohing woman, and withal xo sceme
ingly exempt from that unhealthy vanity and pretension which is
comman to the wives of men clothed with authority, and so tho-
roughly and winningly amiable i her manner, that'it was impos-
sible not to feei regret when the hour for departure came. Of
Sir George, I had, of conrse, previously heard much connected
witlt his wovernment of New South Wales; and although no one
who understands anything of human society, and the paltry ma-
chinery by which 1t is regulated, can be ignorant 1fmt men of
merit are suught to be abused in proportion to their worth, I waa
uevertheless dexirous to observe if 1 could traca any evidence of
that Aauteur and unamiability of character, which théy, who made
0 great an ontery against his tyrauny, had aseribed to him. But
even while thoroughly persuaded l?\nt Sir George Arthur playcti
tho complete couttier an regard to myself, and Tiad given a pro-
mise he never subsequently cared 1o trouble himself to perform,
I must confess that, not only in his outward manner he was po-
lished aud urbane, but in the course of our several conversations
he ever gave indication of much seusitiveness and feeling, and
always manifested a desire to extend every humanity, consistent
with the exizencies of the times, and the hish responsibility of
lus oflice, towarals the numerous soi-disant Patriots and Sympa-
thizers, with whom most of the chief prisons of the province were
at that time filled.

Bat let me be just: while T attribute to Sir Georgo Arthur in dif-
ference in segard to the fulfilment of the favourable views of Lord
Glenelg, I must admit that an appointment in Upper Canada wwas,
at that ‘moment, a matter of equal indifference to myself, I did
not conrt ity I did not even wish it then; and it was principally
wiih a view to secure his ulterior favour, in the event of my tak-
ing up my residence in Upper Canada, that I had submitted to
him what, it was but natural to suppose, could not have been
without stiong influence and weight.  Moreover, when later car-
rying that_design iuto execution, and “ pitching my tent?’ fora
season in Upper Cauada, I seriously renewed the application, Sir
George assmed me that had 1, in the fiest instance, decided on
remaining in the Westemn Provinee, he would have found less dif-
ficulty in giving me an appointment ; but as 1 had been absent
for so great a lengih of time, 1t had now become almast a matter
of impossibility, there being then a most extensive list of a
plicants to be provided for. ~ This excuse I rcceived without re-
monstrance or fiunther allusion to the subject ; yet I could not but
feel sensible, that had the inclination to appoint me not been
wanting, a means might, sooner or latter, have been found.

On the day following my first interview with SirGeorge, I had
the pleasure of dining \\-ith Mr. Robinson, the Chief Justice of
the Upp..: Province—a man of high professional attainments and
cultivated taste in literature—of great gentleness and urbanity of
manner—of sound and penetrating juﬁgment, and, last, but not
least, of an unswerving loyalty to the Crown ~~d love for Bntish
institutions, which are nowhere, in Canada, to be urpassed.  In
the carlier days of the present century thishad '« nonorabl
tested.  Mr. Hobinson, then a student at law, wason.  “the smui'l
and mallant band of volunteers who, on the departure  “General
Brook for the theatre of warat the commencement of hos: "ties in
1812, had followe that Jaring leader in an enterprize win.  ter-
minated in the capture of the American General Hull an. s
army, at Detroite. Onr first acquaintance was formed on that .-
casion, when we both formed part of the gaard of lionor that _teok
hassession of the surrendered fort. But, ceduent arma loge. Time

ad changed the youthful soldier into the grave and courteous
judge, while 1 on the other hand, had altered in nothing but in
rears.

’ ‘The Chief Justice, who has a large and accomplished family,
is one of the few people in Canada who entettain liberally.  With
him may be classed the gallant Knight of Dundurn (Sir Allan
MacNab), ColonelJarvis, Superintendant of Indian Affairs, also a
resident of Toronto, aud J. B. Marks, Esquire, of Barricfield, near
Kingston, whose house may be truly aflirmed to be the home of
hospitality.

'l!hc \\'3:121101', thronghont the whole of the month of April, had
continued very cold, and the vegetation was indicated uniy in
small thin patches, and at intervals.  Travelling at such a seasen,
even in asteambouty wats ot the most Juxurious amusement in the
woild; however a2s Lord Durham was almost daily expected at
Quebec, and as I wasanious to be at the Seat of Government at
the moment of hiv arrival, I left Niagara towards the close of
April, and, after a short but neces<ary detention in Montreal, soun
found myself once more, Leneath the formidable walls of this
sceond Gibralter, or San Scbastinn—Quebec.

I have clewhere intimated that 1 had, on leaving Enaland,
been charaed with a particular and confidential wission. 1t was
that of furnishing political inforination to tho “Times” newspaper.
A shoit time previous to my departure from London, Ihad entered
into arrangements with that influential journal, the proprictors of
which had, through their professional agent, made me 2 most
liberal offer.  Aud this, even while apolosgizing for its smallucss,
botfe by reason of the fact that I was not coming to Canada cx-
pressely in their service, and because a correspondent was not of




