10 )

THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

— e A s~ -

The Bible {n 8chools of Learning.

We have heard much of late, in this
latitude, of « Godless institutions,” and a
pious horvor has been evinced at the bare
idea of having o college, not without a

~—~

Bible, but destitute of & teacher of seetarian i

Theolugy.  In excluding from our halls of
learning, officiul Puseyism, our Legislature
hns pursued an enlightened and equitable
policy. It has not, thereby rendered the
institution “ Godless,” unless Godliness and
High-churchisms are syunonimous terms.
The Bible, without human commentary to
sway the young mind towarnds any particu-
far sect, or human gloss to bewilder or mis-
lead, is still there; and it is paying a poor
compliment to that Dook to aflirmn that its
simple, unaided instructions are not enough
to save an institution of learning from the
appellation, “ Godless.”

The value of the Bible in all schools of
earning, is placed in a strong light, in the
following eatracts which we give from an
inaugurai address delivered before the cu-
rators of the State University of Missouri
by President Shannon:—

4 President Wayland remarks :—¢ For beings
who are willing to govemn themselves by morul
principle, there can be no doubt that a govenunent,
relying on moral principle, 1s the tme form of yo-
vermnent.  ‘There 13 no 1eason wl?' a mian shonld
be oppressed by taxation, and subjected to fear,
who s willigr to govern hinself by the law of re-
ciprocily. 1t 1s surely better for an inteltigent and
monal being to do right from his own will. thaa fo
pay another to force him to do right.  And yet, us
1t 13 better that he should do right than wroug, even
though he be forced to do it, it 1s el that he should
pay others to force hun, of there be no other way
of insuring his good comluct. God hus rendered
the Ulesings af freedom mseparable from moral
restraint in the mdividual; and hence, 1t 15 vam for
a people to expeet 10 be Iree, unless they are fint
walling to be virtuous.,—Moral Science, p. 353.

‘To which give me leave to wkl a shost extract
fromt the farewell address of the ithutrious Wash-

1" the Joregoing sentiments be true—and in the
present enligntened uge, G i would be consie
“dered demented, who wonld seriowsly call the.r
{tuth in guestion—ilen, indeed, st woutd he datlicult
ta over-estimate the importanee of e proper cdu-
cation of the moral feelings,

! Iv i in this cennection that the st nerlative value
‘o' the Cluistiun Senptuses, in the o xk of educa-
ton, becownes alinost self-evident.  As well might
1yon expeet (o suppo.t ammal hte without fd, us
Flo mditin pue and peadasent otality, i aay
commumty, without the Bible.  Cowmpare the con-
dition of these United States, physical, mtellectuat,
and moral, with that of laly, Sptin, or Fiauee.
To what 1 our supenority, in every thing that me
volves tiue dignity and enjuy meat, (o be ascribed,
111 not 1o our greater familiasity with the Bible, and
{our supertor reverence for the teachmygs ot that
| Holy Volume ! In every departiiernt Teducation,
ttherefore, from the msery W the cummon schoul,
1 the acadeny, and the college, the Bible, and espe-
catly the New Testaent, s of indispensible stue
partance,

Some tnnd people, however, are alarmed, Jest
jit the senpuinies be adinitted into educationud estuab-

Lshments, they wall be preverted to the wile pur-

"poses of seetariamsin, That they muy be so per-
verted, cannot be depied.  So may every good
( thing and holy in the Universe.  But this enlight-
enied andience needs not to be inforned, that the
argument against the use, frem the abuse, ather
uctual or possible, is a sheer sophism.

In this mstance the objection overlooks the fuct,
that whatever belongs to the essence of Chiristian-
ity is not sectarian, but cathelie in its nature a5.d
tendencses.  “Uhe Bible is not o sectariun, but o
catholic book; and he would be wholly uivorthy
to be trusted with the business of cducation, who
would even desire to prevert it to sectarian pur-
poses. Ny, more, e would inmifest @ profornd
sgnorance of the spirit and poiwer of Christiunily,
The very osence of piety, under every dispensa-
tion of religion, consists s a supreme regad for
the divine anthority.  Consequently if any indivi-
dnal belteves and acets religionsly in a ]lmh'culnr
way, ssimply because I bedieve wud act thus, he s
worshipng me and not God; and, therefore, bis
religion, no matter what may be his zeal in its
maunteranee, possesses all the clements of idolatry.

A spirit of proselytism may be, and not unfre-
yauently is, diceetly opposal 1o a sphit of piety. It
ialways 1s =0 oppased, when it eren cncourages an
sinthividual to joun our church, except so far as he
,is impelled thereta by an wtelligent conviction of
’dmy. The lanzuage of puety 153 * Deny yourseld,
L Cail no man Master. Prove all thinge. ~ Hold fast
that which 15 zoal.”? The lanzunze of prosely-
jtisaniss Go watls e, and 1 wall show you a fuerm-
tive, an easy, or A fashionable road to hieaven.

Impress upon the minds of men a supreme and

ington :—* Of all the dwpositions and habits which * selfesacnficing regand 1o the divine autharity, as
lead 10 political prospenity, rehigion and morality 1absolutely indispenstble to the enjovment of the
are indispensible supporis.  In” vain would that divine favor, amd you have done all that man can
man clin the tribute of patactian. who should 'do 1o preserve them from a sectarian spisit,

labour to subvest these great puliars of humnan hiup-| 11 the foregoing views be not wholly crrancous,
piness—these finnest props of the duties of wen it 1s manifest that every system of education which
und citizens.  The mere politenan, equally with ! does not regard Christiauity s the one thing need-
the pious man, ought to respect and cherish thenn. [ fud, is radically defectave, and pentticious m its ten
A volume could not trace all ther conneciion tdenry,  The seriptures alone ** are antr to make

with private and public feliesty.  Let it be just!
simply asked, where 1s the sccurity lor propcr?:,
for reputation, for life, 1f the sense of rehigious olili-
gation desert the oaths, wiuch are the wstruments
of investigation in courts of Jusuce? Andlet us
with caution induige the suppasition, that mormality
can be maintined without relyon.  Whatever
may be conceded to the intluctice of refined educas
tion on minds of pecubar structure, reason and
experience both forbid us to expeat that national
morality can prevail in exclusion of religious prin-
ciple. It is substantially u—u:, tm virtue or mo-
rality is a necessary spring of popular govemment.
'I‘hctymlc, indced,cxtscl;)ds with more or less force
to every species of free government.  Wha, thatis
a sinoere friend to it can look with indifficrence
upon attempts to thake the foundation of the fabric?®

men wise unlo salvation”—to conduct them to the
perfection of their being—to the htrhest attainable
dimuity and happiness i the wortld, and to xlory
ineanceivable and everlasting in the world to come,

Every seminary of cducation, therefore, should
be conducted with an abiding rezand for the pame
mount autharity of the Christian Scriptures,  The
evidences that Chiristianity is from God, should be
thorouzhly examined and taught, Iis morality,
also, and ils matives, its precepts and ats promases,
should be habitnally and distinctively imprcs(c({
upon the minds of the students, Reading the
Seriptures and prayer, showld form a part of the
daily excrcises, There is nothing sectarian in all
this, and' in much more “that might be specificd.
At the same time, enlichtened pisty, no less than
common prudence, will require the teacher ineven

« private school, aud slill more in a public senie
nasy, to ubstaun frot the ofticiul inculcution of syce
tatgan peculiuritics,

I rejoice to thiuk, that the correciness of thess
views 15 now generdly adnutted, Evenin Ginud
Colle - —into the precineis of which no ceclesiastic
can ever e admitted without a violation ot the
will of the foundei—the Thrustees ha e recogn sed,
in the manigetaent of the institntion, the sonude
ne a8 of the foregoing principles,  Inths they have
acted wisddy; for no suninmy of lewsng can
flourish—none ought lo flonrish—that wids tn proj -
agating the muserable defusion, thar the puoper
tranuneg of the moral sentiments is uot the chief
busimess of edueation § or that this trining can be
suceesstully conducted, exeept in harmony with
the sublune, the beaveuly precepts and prounses
ot the Chostian religion,

‘Towands the close of the last century, in the
most Witerary and polished nation then m exsstence,
an aftemy t was made to dispense wath the Bible,
With what suceess, let the appalling seenes of the
* Reign of Lerror? which buptized Paus e the
best blowd of her eitizens, bear witness,  Fore-
warned, it would indicate @ most extriondinary
tack of comumon pradedice not to.avoud w rock an
which others bave so fearfully made shipwreck »?

057 We learn that the Rev. A Fo Spauldiag, a
graduate of Brown and Newton, has accepted a
cull from the St Helen Street Buptist Church,
Montreal, to become their pastor, and has enterd
upon his fabours. Wo bid him a hearty welcome
10 Cunada, und hope occusionally o beur from him

Cotrortace.~—The young men connceted with
the Bond Street Baptist Clarch in thig city, have
for some mouths past kept a colporteur (Rev. J.
Oakley) preaching, and distributing religious books
and tracts in some of our back scitlements. We
are happy to U able to secord the fact, that the
lubours of brother Oakley have been mostsignally
blest. In ono township, where he found, on his
first asrival, nothing to cncourage the hopo that
his efforts would prove successful, thero is now a
most gratifyiug religious interest. Atourlastad-
vices, sixteen happy believers had been baptized,
while ot :ra were expected soon to follow.  Bree
ther Howd of Newmarket, has, we Jearn, rendered
cflicient scrvice in this work. May the Lord
spread the sacred influence.

Boarp or tax. Ustev.~Tho Board of the Re-
gular Baptist Union, hield itssccond sessionon the
second Wednesday of December, at Toronto.
“attle busiuess was traumacted. Tho nost im-
fortant matter which canie before tho Board, wos
the fact, that one of our brethren has bLeen come
pelled to pay three huudred dollars on the Union’s
account; and that, in order to do this, he hasbeen
constrained to sacrifico some of his property !
Will the Baptist Charches in ce.ncction with the
TUaion, stand quictly by, and allew thus sacnifice
tobe made? Wo caunnot belicve thom to be
composed of such materials. The Boardappointed
the Rev. Messrs. Boyd, Davidson, and Pyper, to
act (gratuitously) as their agents, and to make a
personal appeal to the Churches, to tako up col-
lections, and thus wipe away at once, and forever,
tho indcbtedness which hangs upou the Union
like an incubur. Theo different Toutes of these
agents, with the time when they will visit esch
Church, will be indicated in the next number of
the Obscrver.



