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DO NOT E1VR FROM THE TRUTII,

There is danger lest you should. If, in the timies of the apostles-in
the very ehîldhood of Christianity-thc tares sown by thc encxny wero so
rank in their luxuriant grrowth,' that there, werc somne w'lo denied the
Divinity of Christ, and somne wvho allicd inipurity to devotion, and soma
who rejoired ini inagincd release froni ail obligation to personal obedienco,
urly 1iepoi is not less imminent now, when almost every inan deems

hîmself' inspired, and bas sorne formnative tlxcory of his own. Wlicn ive
consider thxe close and indissoluble connexion bctwea faithl and practice,
and how a mnan's life is o? nccessity shapcd and mnoulded by lxis sentiments,
we cannot look upon it as a thing indifferent that ho should have an'
orthodox creed. XvVe cannot forget that the M.Nosieni enters upon fierco
ways of extermination; an d the Japanese, aujid barbarous rites, holds
festival to spurn the cross; and the Thug strangles on principle; and finds
bis menit in the, multiplication of bis inurders; and the 1-indoo, pcrsonally
ierciful, defènds infanticide, and nourns that widowvs are no longer burnt
nor victinis nmolatcd, as over somne lost privilege-ail because Cof their
opinions ; and that, even where the sentiments have no direct, cusual influ-
ence upon flicpractice, they are collaterally and always influenti.al, lcavening
the nature and evol-eing the tone o? the entire man. Wo cannot, therefore
regard it as a triiling iatter to " err froni the truthi,-* by a departure from.
"fihe faith once delivcred to the saints." By inany in flhc prescrit day
this ivill bo thoughlt a sorupulous and old-world four, altogether inconsistent
witlî the breadthl and libcrality o? the present tiines. There are thosc
evetn aniong fihe teachers of religion w-ho denounc crccds and denomnina-
tions almnost as vehemilentl 'y as infidelity and sin ; and who seern to think
it their especial mission to pull down not only the ', Uiddle ivalls o? parti-
tion," but thec ancient landmnarks wxhiehi guard the poor man's heritage.
If, by thxe idolatry of creed, 'whicli thcy denounce, thcy mncztn a blind and
traditional adhesion to a systeni o? unfeit truth-a thing o? rubries and
,,euflexions-soinethinz wvhicli hecats the fierce feelings of the partizan,
but Nyhich clas9ps not tho truth in its affections, as tho tendnil clasps the
trec; if, by dcnominationalismn, thcy inean flhc churlish nazrrowness, iyhich,
in the tinue of droughit, vaunts selfihily of its own wringing flcce, and eau sec
nogood blcssingbeyonidtle curtaîis o? îtsown tent-then haý've ut thin bralvo
iconoclasts !-and, as things w'lxich ought to pass away, and which arc un-
wvorthy of the Clxristianity whic- tlxey disfignre, root thein out of our
Churclies, if you can. D3ut if ceeds ho, as thcy oughit to bc, but expres-

sios o a inerlif, fori-s of sound words, draping the living truth;
and if denoiuxinations, careful to preserve that charity ichel is the "'bond
of penfectnie,-," arc but, as t.hcy oughit to ho, towers o? strength fbr combincd
resizstonice and aggression-then, in proportion as -we value our Christianity,
these, its expressions and habitations, w-iIl be rcgarded and sustaincd. Wo
are jealous of that panthecistie benevolence to wlxieh ail religions are of equal
esteoin, and whicli rendors its sentimental adoration, wlxether the deity ho
libertine or holy, wvhethcr the altar ho orownod with llowvers, or red with


