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no gospel-no good tidings of great joy. The proclamation of Lod's holiness
migît have been heard, or the denunciation of the sinner's dooîn, but 118.
weord to tell us of a gracious and merciful Father wh-9 waits tu receive His
erring, chljdren back to favour. Non the Scriptures conitain ail tliat ive need
tu knouw in order tu find the ivay of life, and tu render, while here, ail accept-
able service to God. Thei Scriptures teach us the evil and danger of si,
and the depth and powver oif hurnan depravity. Tliey shew the opposition of
sin tu God ; the necessit.y that under His just and Judly administration it
should meet with condign punislinient ; and the utter inability of the sinner
tu save himiself, hiB iinability tu makze amends to the law whicli lie lias violated,
or to free himself fromn the defilemient and tyranny (if evil. And then whlie
the divine justice rind holiness are represented with awf ni clearness, there is
the sure discovery of grace and nierc.y. God is seen Isitying the sinner-
yearning over hiim evein whien fartlîest from his Fatlier's house. The pur-
p.ose of redernptioîî is announced, and our help 18 laid upon On1e Au' is niighty.
The coming of this glorious deliverer is, by type and prophecy, presignified.
At length Ris adveut is declared. Be eendors perfect obedience tu the laiw;
Ho endures the penalty. In Him iercy aid truth meettogether, rigliLeous-
ress and peace kiass ecd other: in Himi God is just and the justifier of thein
who believe. N~or isi the teaching oif Scripture regarding the duties of a be-
lievinig man less explicit anci satisfactory. We c-annot here attempt, êven in
the briefest way, tu suusmarise this teaching. In the experionce of God's
people it lias always been found adequu te. The Word liai been "4a lanip t.i
their feet and a liglit to their path ;" rior hlave they evor, when Iooking t.)
God for direction, failed tui sec the way of duty indicated.0

There are niany questioîns touchling religious truthis anîd interests which ive
iniiglit wish to put, to which, Scripture will supply no answer. Script-tre will
not resolve for us the mietapihysical1, difficuliies whichi wiil bu sure tu present
themiati1ves tu. the speculative nîind in connection wvith xnany doctrines of the
Bible. It will niot eiial le us tu conîprehuend the origin oif uvil,iior to1 i.arnioîi-
ize the Sovereignty of God withl the freedom of tue creature, for tu see lîow
s<iuI and body are united in the one hiumani personadity, o~r the hilman and
the divine natures iii the Ilurson of our Lord, nor tu cor.îprehlend the relations
of man and lis lîisto ry to the universe at large. And thien how nany enquir-
les regarding death and tIse world which lies becyond it, curiositym- nay earnest
human îatfection-would prompt us to niakie. but stili there would be no ru-
sponse. Whiat is the mode of existernce of thlose ive lovecd but who are flt

witli us now 1 Wliat Lîrecise relations shall we occupy t4iwardls themn wlieln
wue join thlemthert3 litsabutefr fteesrei'nbdyad
w]xat its principle of identity witli the present body ?Wlic :re 18 that l'lace lu
which the redeenied shahl have tlîeir everlastimg liomoi ? WI'at shalh bu the
economiy of their daily life -if days niay be sjxîkeni of wlien tinie shal lie no
more ?There is ni-, end tu the questionss wu should long tc, have answerud;
but no ausiver wvill lie givcsî. Iii vain %vu scrutinize wvit.h inteusest, int±rest
every verse, overy wi.rd diat nught, seemi to point towards a reply. Ani un-
broken silence will be i'reserved ; for it i8 flot ('7'od's will that, iii the presesit
life, this knuivledge shonld be ours. But, brethîiren, ive shail iet ont.his accouli,

il.ug the perfectioin f cripture. Keep stuadily in vievtle purpoise for
vihich iti18given. Remeniber that tli. Bible is thiedisekIt.surte of Gud's niethod
t'f grace-tlat "t'he testimrîniy of Jusus i-stie sp-irit of prophiey." Tlhe Ohd
Testament speak-s of Hinm who should come, the New of lmi whli as conie
and " died. and rose etnd revivcd again, that lit iniglt bu Lord botu of thu
deacl and tise livig." Thils is the thcme .)f the book, ir. the liglit <if which
aur eintof ai i nust be formed. Mozt clearly the canmp1etei1 Canon pus-
sesses this perfection. But our text, if we riglitly develojie its nseauling, as-
cribes sucli perfection tu Scripture even when it embraced hittie if anything,
nmire than the bookB of Mos. E-irn then (tliough witli fainter liglit) it
revealed the gracious purp(-se of God : even thon it presented the object of
saving faith : even thoni it tauglit the piou a how ta live as God's children and


