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souls, Iliat intcilectually we are far and aw-ay beyond our ancestors.
SelIf-depreviation is hardiv ur ruling passion. Howcvcr, we may
have sonîik reasoià for our opinion. Let us sec.

P>rof. Barrert Wendell, of Harvard, wvriting iii the Cambridge
Mdodern 1UVtcrv, s:ivs thai the niost strikincr~ ch1aractei Jstî of Ithe
Unaited Staites todyis ils superstitious clevction to education. No
matter wlicre ue lot.k, we sc aet educ:itionai inistitttnis. The
finest biuldings in Ilhis countrv are devoied to educ:mtionil wvork.
Th.- inean, of cdticztion are (-otiitle.s~ and ivithin the rendil of exvcrv-
body. Bt w f.t; 1<> iake trn important distinct'on. Possession of
meaws is oie thintg. auld proper us': ofnl eans is allother and quite
differti thing. Soie philosophic his;tori:în of the future niay some
day ý.zî il dc wn ;cznîus that in our absorbin- wvorslîip of means
I.e w cr. l:lindcd to ends. Palatiai buildings do not mean schools,
ul:*i l-Css d!o thv uxean education. Il was said of 'Mark i-pir,
the enlinvet edeaer tat itiliii at on. end cof a log and an
catrer, iiit-t:li îgc.t pupil at the otlier %vas found a universitv. The
r..ini.irl, is lu te tru.?. For wilat, afler al. is edcar.Itin., in its nature
and pro(----;, but tie intimate personal influence of the mmlid fornîed
upon the mind fornuing?

Eduration was, ~vîotdoubt, less widesprcaid in Ille Thir-
tc"enth (C'nlury Ihlan il is ta-day ; but 1 arn inclincd to tlinic it was
more .-;nuiiie. HEvcn at tlle risk of being thoughlt reactionary and
obscuranlist, 1 state it as nmv conviction, that, il %ve ivere to throwv
awav the art oi printing, wc wvould find that we ]lave far lcss appre-
ciatan af genius, of wvisdom, oi poctrv, and af art, thlan liad the
p.eople oi Europe in the days of St. ToaRoger Bacon, Giotto,
and Dante.

*The Crusades, those grcat miovcmntns of nien, wcere, as the
Frcnchi historian Duruy renrs ollowed by a g reat niovenmcnt of
ideas. This mo'-emcnt of ideas found ils chici instrument in thc
uni%-wrsitit-s. The Tliirtcentil Centurv must bc rcgardcd as Ille great

fg ni un"ersii'*s; for, although fwo heneitdpro >ti
tin;e. il wcs' oliv now thlev rcached their full stature and wvere given
definiie rharters and constitutions.

A .s rail lie re.-xditv imagind tc cam e thc controlling force

in philosophy, literaturc, and politics.* But apart fromi tlîat, they
sub)srrrvcd a more important purpose; they continued -&nd completcd
*what %vas, no doubt, the most re.-l, lasting, and 1:encficent resuit
cii tilt- cr'ds i ngenCderin g among thost- whn took part in
thcl tif a sýpirit of christian fraternitv and -e,.ýensc oi the common
interes>Is tif ail] ti people of we.sterni Europe.
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