14 THIS  EXCHANGE

NEwS,

MONTREAL, FRIDAY,

FEBRUARY

138, *1900.

THE RICHELIEU & GNTARIO
NAVIGATION COMPANY.

The company now operating as the Ri-
chelicu and Ontario Navigation Company
was organized in 1849 under theé nnme of
the
freight earringe between Montreal,

Richetien  Co.  for  passenger  awed

Three
Rivers, Quebee and intermediate ports, As

vears went past the Richehen absorbmt an-

other five compmrties, ‘The .
Prairic  Navigntion  Co.,  owning  one
steamship, which  ran  between Maontreal

and La Praavie, the Richelien River Navi-

nine steawsbips, hay grown {o seven  or
eight times {ts original size. It at pre-
~ "t has 26 vessels, all of larger tonngge
than their predecessors.  Fram the  com-
mencement of its 50 years® eaistence down
to the present day it has clung ta the line
of business, the demand for which hrought
it into existence, viz.: n first class  service
for passenger and miscetluneous traflie. Ine
creased facilities for the transportation  of

grain were bound to be created about the

The first period was one of virtual mon-
opoly. ‘There was no compoetition, which
i it benelits the public often makes a com-
pany’s business

auything  but profitable.

‘This poeriod, therefore, was one of great

dividends, business being abundant  andd

there bheing no cut rate and no raghway

competition.  Passenger tickets, it is true,
did not cost more than they do now, and
for o time cost n great deal less under the

first pressure of competition, but the mis-
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gation Co., owning one steamship sailing
hetween Montreal and Richelieu, the YLon-
gueuil Co., which, owning three vessels
traded between Montreal and Longucuil
the St

Co .,
which, four steamships mn from

Iawrence River Navigation
With
Montreal ta Quebee, Murrad Ray, Chicouti-
Na-

vigation Cu., which, with five steamships,

mi, ctc., as at present, the Canadian

warked the river traflic from Toronto o
Mantreal.
The amalgamated company starting wWith

IN TOEF THOUSAND ISLANDS

time of the Crimean war, 1856,
large” Tortunes Wgre heing made
Moutreal and

OCCISe
ther in
clsexvhere in Canada owing
to the unprecedented demand and large
prices given for wheat, but these facilities
were never attempted to be supplied by the
Richelieu and Ontario Co.

The history of the company divides  ,t-
self into three chief periods, the first from
184S ta 1880, the Sccond fram 1880 (o
1894, and the third from 1897 to the pre-
sent tiwme.

cellancous  freight such as that sent by
wholesale houses Lo retail houses. and such
fill-

was charged at

as city merchants might send s the

ing of country orvder
about three times the present rates. Some
materinls were also cheaper than they are
now, and wages of cmployees were very
much casier paid, so that the first 30 years
of the company’s cxistence was quite
wolden axe in its history.

full

One stage coach

The old-time coach service was in

swing  fifty  years ago.



