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WVe cannet but say tisat the work before us
will stamp its author as a gentleman cf exten-
sive reading, culture and taste, and bears cvi-
dence cf being wve1I and carefuliy prepared.
His style is admirable, and carsrot be toc Isigli-
Iy recommended. His langunge is correct,
chaste and eloqueut, and bis taste se perfect as
te lead him to rejeet ail superflueus images,
%vbilst bis vivid imagin:. ion transports tise
reader te scenes of a bygono age. We scem
in fancy te dwell among the dark children cf
thse forest by tise nlisty shores cf tIse Basin cf
Minas, and te hear the guns fren tlic fortrcss
of Leuisburg beeming ini our ears. The stcry
is founded upen scenes cennectcd witlh thse
siege cf tîsat fanieus little eity, once, as tihe au-
tIser teris it, the Gibraltar cf tise Gallie power
in America. His characters, whicis oceupy ne
great preminence in the recital cf the narra-
tive, are drawiNn with skiil and distinctness, and
would lead one te expeet for hlm great success
in this departinentcf literature. But the great
charin cf the beok is the graphsie descriptions
he has given us cf its various scenes, and tise
intense love cf Nature wisich seeras te pervade
the hecart cf the -%riter. In this respect it bears
a strcng resembiance te seme cf the carlier
writings cf Cooper. In his own cloquent ian-
guage ho says, Il He lias tried te tell this stcry
as it should be teld, in worils redolent witis the
resineus fragrance cf tIse ferest air; passienate
as the lives and characters cf thse races thcy
strive te pcrtray; musical with tise ripple cf
wavcs, tise swaying cf bouglss, tise rush of tie
gliding cance, tise many scunds cf tise forest,
terrible and soiemn, ivith thse strong passions
of mortais, the strife cf wvarring- men and rag-
ing elements, the mystery cf the scui's exist-
ence after death." We iwisi te sc more wcorks
cf this kind, blending fiction with fnct, con-
cerning the early lsistery cf cur country. Tise
petty strifes arising frein tIse subjugation cf it
frein tise power cf tise French, tlic labors cf thse
Jesuits .imong tise Indians, and tise strong, un-
governable passions cf tise latter, must afford
materials for much historie and instructive
composition.

PÂrstTÂ; a Stcry, abridged and arranged frein
the Diary and Private papers cf Mr. Engoe
Murat; by James Murray D'Carteret Ode-
vaine. St. Jolin: J. & A. MeMilian.

To many minds tisere is ne kind cf composi-
tien se attractive and fnscinating as a good
novel. To depiet tise manners and custoss of
society, and portray in language cloquent and
pure, tise varicus phases cf isuman character,
its prejudices, interests and p)assions, te con-
struet a plot and describe scenes that iviil star-
tic and please the reader, requires ne inconsid-
erable degrcc cf art, ability and skill. Tise
style cf tise novel bears some resemblance te
that cf tise draina. In tise success cf the fer-
mer niere word painting dees net suffice.
Tîsero msust be tisat hsappy blending cf tise dra-
matie and picturesqtte wlsici will give te caci

eharacter a distinct individuality. It is this
characteristie feature se higiîiy observed in tise
writings cf Dickens and Scott, tisat gives te
this 5 great a preeminence ln this departinent
cf literature. Vie tisink that tisis power te
portray cisaracter and scenes in a style natural.
and life-like, se tisat tise imagination can s-se as
witls tise oye cf realitv, is co cf tise highest
tritimpis cf genlus asnd art. It is this dramatie
ciement iii tise book before us whieh so highly
consmends it te our notice. It is net our pur-
pose iscre te enter inte any detail ccnceerning
tise plot cf this ivork, but inereiy te consmend
it tc tise notice cf car readers. WVien ive think
cf tise bcidness of tise îatenipt la publisising a,
wnrk cf its kiîrd la a city like ours, wlsere se
little faine or pecuniary profit is te be derived,
we cannot but award hins soine mced cf praise.
Tise writer is evidently a person cf culture and
rofinement, but one, wc tiîink, wiîose taste lias
been vitiated by tee close a study cf tise ro-
inantie sciool cf fiction, and it is. we venture
te think, te tise liglît and eatertainiag Nvorks cf
tise Frenci novelists, tit we musst look for a
connterpart te tisis volme. It is a, capital
bock for sumîsser readiîîg. as tise style is pecu-
iiariy epigraîsimatic aîîd wouid be rend wits
pleasure at tise sea, side or in tise country.
Tise iwriter asiglit have eniarged lus work by a
more skiiful delineation cf the scenes cenîîect-
cd iviti tise stcry, thsus giving luis readers seme
evidenceocf lus powers cf description, but as
it is foundcd sîpon fact lie lias preferred tise
autobiegrapsical fori. Ia tisis we tiik lie
Nvas, in errer. fle siiould hsave ailhered te tise
original intention cf emsbodying his scensL into
tise forin cf a romsance, iiieii would niake tise
ivork more pleasing and interesting, and ivouid
thus afi'ord ii an opjicrtunity te display luis
knewledge cf cisaracter and power as a writer
te tise best advantage. Had lie adopted tîsis
metisod, wc venture te say, judging frein the
dramatie element la tise work, luis copions fcow
cf language and vivid imsaginative power, it
Nvould have given its author a just and endur-
ing reputatica.

Tiin Niîw PomsisoN: a Pocin, by W. R. M
Burtis, St. .Tln,-J., & .1. MeMivilla.n:

It wouid be ivell if ail that is written as poe-
try conld serve a pur 1)ose, and give an autior
tisat sisare cf cclebrity for whii lie siglis. But,
ssnfcrtunatciy, tisere are thsose 'iris publisi,
wisose rlsysnes do net risc above niediocrity,
and wihichs sein se Isuerle ansd vapid tisat tise
writers are oftess uusder a comsplinment te tisose
'iris take turne te peruse tisens. We tisink tise
autisor cf tise iscei noir befere us inay be nain-
bered witis tise iist cf tisose aspirants for peeti-
cal hsonoars, wiio seck te exait a princi.ple nut
tise sacrifice cf ail rules whiiclh goveru msetrical
composition. Genias is tise eyc thsat secs, but
art guides tise isnnd cf tihe writer. Unfortun-
ately, in tise work iisew on our tabule, tisere iS
suaniest evidence cf iscither tise ability te con-
ceive tîsouglîts tlsat thse public can admire, nor


