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CA TTL E RA NCHING.

FORTY THOUSAND HIEAD AT THE FOOT 0F TIIE
ROCK lES.

THE WONDERS ACCOMPLISHF.D OUT WEST.

THE bETTLERS AT CALGARYT SEND A MEMORI&L
TO OTTAWA.

A reporter of the Daily Sun, one of Win-
nipeg's brightest journals, interviewved Mr. J.

. Obapman, of the Halifax Cattle Banching
Company, one day recently. This gentleman
was eue of the famions Cochrane party, and

this is the narrative he relates :
IlWe got out on the Bow River early in

July, 1881., and stayed there six or savon
weeks. I solected 100,000 acres on the Koo-
tanie river, near Fort McLeod. It is just at
the foot of tho mounitains. The Kootanie
valley is fanions as one of tho richest stock
grazing districts yet found north of the Union
Pacifie. I get back te Hlalifax, and afterwards
completed arrangements with the Government
for the lease of the land. We wero one of
those eight companies, you will remember,
who got in under the first regulations. After
completing ail the preliminary arrangements
I again left luet April to purchaso a supply of
stock and take thons through to the range."

IlHow long do you propose to keep, the
animaIs ini Canada before selling, ý

"The average age of a marketablo beast la
throe years. It used te ho four, but the de-
mand is so great that we can't keep them be-
yond three years. And a three-year old western
ranche-fed animal is superior te a four or five-
year old beast raised in the eust, so that we
soUl three-year-olds as soon as we get them on
thlq ranche, and soul the others year]y as they
attain that age."

f"How long do you keep cows for breeding
purposes ? I

" There is a diversity of opinion on that
point, and we are not yet docided as te wbich
of the systeins we shail adopt. Some ranchers
turu their cows jute beef before tbey become
aged, others think it more profitable to allow
them te breed aq long as thoy eau, and then
lot thern die froin old age. They breed evory
year, from two or three years of aga up te
twonty. A cow costs, say $50 on the ranche.
When ton yearB of ago she bas bred seven
calves, whicb, when thiree years of age, realize
say frona $300 te S350. If turned into beef,
the cow is then worth $50. If coutinued as
a breeder, at the end of another five years
she has raised five more calves, which would
realize say S250. This is calculating at thE
lowest rate. On the one baud, the aniouni
realized is, say $350;- on the other, it is 8600.'

IlHow does the Canadian grazing ground
compare with the stock raising Americar
States and territorie ? "

IlI wauted te purchase a superior bord. anè
therefore went te the best stock raiig Statei
in the Union. I met several Canadian rancher.
thore, among them, Stimson, managiný
director of Sir Hugh Allan7s Compauy, Capt
Stewart, of the Stewart Banche Company
Ottawa; and young Jones, son of D. F. Joncs
ex-hL'. for Leeds and Grenville, We had n(
ranches te buy or seli thera, and were not in
terested in exaggorating in the sligbtest de
gree. We wcre unanimous in coming to tht
conclusion that one acre in the Bow Rive:

country would foed more stock than five acres
in the most famous of tho Amorican districts.
But when wo again returned to out own
ranches, withi tho grass in mauy places up te
the hor8es' girtbs, and nowvhore below thoir
knecs, we wvere convinced that one of our acres
;vas f ully equal to ton of thoirs. Ana any dis-
interested Amoricans, after seeing both the
countries, would frankly admit that."

I ow many acres te each animal is sup-
posed te bo sufficient in the S taLes?"

"About fifty."
"And in the Bow River district?"
"The goveriiment calculation is ton acres;

but in most of the districts iL will requiro
more than one animal to eat ahl the rich grass
found on three acres."

IWhat number of cattle do you estimate
are in the Bow River country now ?I

IlWhen I wcnt thora just fifteen inonths
ago thore were legs than 1,000 head ail told.
There was thon nu ranch in existence. Theso
1,000 head wero owned by squatters. Now
there are fully 40,000 head, aud the whole
country froin beyoud Fort Calgary on the
north to the boundary lino on the south, a
distance of about 200 miles, sud from the
foot o? the Rockios f ully one huudred miles
est, is now taken up, and I amn told that cattle
can be grazed all the year round as far oust as
the Cypress Huis, ovor 250 miles froin the
Roekies. The-go 40,000 cattle represent a value
of $2,000,000. And all this bas beon iwcom-
plished within the lust fifteen months! Be-
sides the cattle, thore are over 1,000 horses up
there, worth $150,000.

1,If youi have accomplished -this withiu
fiftoen months, what will the next three years
show ?"I

-,Nobody eau aen guess. Ljook at the
progress of 'Winnipeg within the hast throe
years. Just tLiuk of svhat the last fifteon
months bas accomplished iu cattle ranching.
Thera is net one-twentieth of the ranches yot
stecked. Ton thousand hoad will be raised
this year from t'ho cattle npw there. The
men who brought in 40,000 head this year
wil bring, iu at least 30,000 head next yoar.
Then the' new ranches bave te bo stocked
with imported cattle. I think I arn under
the mark when I say that there will be 100,-
000 head there next year. That means at
houat 250,000 bead at the end of threo years'

A PROTEST FROX~ CALGARY.

A copy of the Fort McLeod Gazette o? Oct.
24th, shows that the people of Calgary do not
approvo of the system of letting eut large
tracts of land for cattie ranches, as the foilow-
ing resolutions show:

-Resolved, -That wborcas the Dominion Governmont
bas seen fit ta granit laes for cale ranges already cover-
ing neariy ail tbo good agricultural land in the best portion

L of the proposod Province of Alberta, and whorets t ba
soen fit ta absorb neaxly ail tho romainder of it in Induanu
roserves and toçwn sito resGrves, it is the opinion of Ibis

Imeeting that thea roservation oft hree ana a half tovwnshi
in and about Cs]Igaxy bas not ôniy been unwisn, but mani-
festiy unjuhi to the niany setliers "an pioneers wl a havc
comae blîbor to mulo their homos, whfle il cannoi but aci

ras a check upon tbe selliing up of Ibis portion of th
1northwosi lorrilory. Tbai~t in also the opinion of thù

meeting that the provision in tho Rosses cmpowerxng anè
compdhing the loascos of cattie ranges ta proveait the loa.
tion of setilors up the land s0 boee, in objectxcnablq
adonîrary to the besl intercste o! *.bc country. Tlmt il

ta aisothe opinion o! thia meeting tbat thie plan o! grantiné
>libor Rîcensos in a country sa dogtituto of timber, in cal
*cnlabod ta retard the sttloment o! the country sand vor

-mont have givon s roservation ta tho s.rcoo lndians ir
Sthe heart o! one of the moat important sectiong of agricui

tural country bolween tho Elbow snd Fisb Orock, il in thi
r opinion of tbis meeting that the Baroco InaIsns sboum~ a

once bo remoyeti b thoir own propor reserration, whiohi
has noeor beau takon train thom, andi whioh in laid down
in Trosty Saon."

A résolution wvas also passed asking the
Governînentto givo the notice rcquired for
the termination of the leases in two years,
wvith a view to the adoption of the ranching
systemi which bas proved such a pronounced
success in Montana.

TurE TERRITORIES.

PROPOSED DIVISION INTO SEVERAL NEW
PROV'INCES.

The question of the subdivision of the
North-West into new provinces, or rathor,
territories, is not very clcarly undorstood, and
withi a view to making it intelligible to our
readers, the text of an Order-in-Council passed
some Lime ago is reproduced: The new names
and locations are as follows.- Assiniboia, con-
tainingr about 95,000 square miles, is bounded
on the south by the International boundary,
on the eust by the western boundary of Man-
itota, on the north by a lino drawn nea 2
latitude, and on the west by a lino drawn be-
tween 1I1* and 111'> west longtitude;- Sas-
katchewan, containing 114,000 square miles,
is bounded on the south by Assiniboja, on the
eazt Iby Lake Winnipeg and Nelson River, on
the north by a line dxawn near 550 latitude,
and on the west by a continuation of the line
xnarking that boundary of the previous dis-
trict; Alberta, containing 100,000 square miles,
is bounded on the south by the International
boundary, on the eaut by the Assiniboia and
Saskatchewan, on the west by British Colum-
bia, and on the north by the continuation of
the lino bounding Saskatchewan; Athabasca,
containing about 122,000 square miles, is
bounded on the south by Alberta, on the west
by British Columbia, on the eust by the lino
bounding Assinboia to the west until it inter-
sects Athabasca River, thon by it and the lakeo
of the same naine, and following Slave Lake
to a lino near 600 latitude, which forrns the
northern boundary. To sum up, the Sas-
katchewan district includes Battleford, Carie-
ton, and Prince Albert. Assiniboia inciudes
Qu'Appelle, South Saskatchewan and Souris
rivers, and forts Police and Elice. Alberta
includes the Battle, Bow, and Belly rivers,
t'he cattie ranche distict; anal Athabasca takes
in the celebrated Peace River districts. This
division of the vas country, hitherto known
as the North-West, will have the effeet of
localizing points which hitherto were very in-
definitely coniprebended, and, by having each
its capital assigned it, will formi nuclei for
settlexnents more compact than the straggling
homestead of prairie squatters.

Tnz occupants of the ea.stern réserve of
the Mennonite lands in Manitoba are carrying
out an enterpriso of considerable magnitude
te render their farnas productive in wet sea-
sons. This is a drain which when finisbed
will be fifteen miles in length, twelve feet

Iwide, and iu many places six feet deep. Six
miles have.aliready been du&. Another drain
will ho commenced when this one is com-
pleted. The Mennonites pay for this work
by taxing thernselvos, $3 on evory homestead
occupied, which is but a trifie, although enough
te make the low land of farins in a few years

t te very beat and richest.


