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NIFF.TING OF Ttic IMISSION SVNOD.

Tht following letter Itum Dr. Paton ai
the New Hebrides Mission npptared' ilaa
lae issue ai thteIBelfast Wîfness and wiliibc
read wth pleasure by alil nterested ln

Rev. Dr. Paton, writing ta Mr. Wm.
Watson, hon. secretarp and treasurer for
ireland ai tht John G. Paton Mission Fund,
(rom an board tht mission ship Dayspring,
at the New Hebrides, lunae 23(d, saYs-
"'The annuai meeting ai aur missiun Synod
bas just closed. It was ane of tht most
cordial and spiritual Synods we bave ever
bad. From 7 ta 8 o'ciock a.m. was dally
spent ln a prave,: meeting ; breakfast at 8
and faily warship. Spnad began at 9, and

ith a short time excepted for dinner and
tea cont!nued till mldnight, as tht business
ce band was disposed ai, for nte weelc, ex-
cediogly exbaustlng work. Twenty.one
inssionaries and ont Iap heiper were present.
Our whole company consisted ai 4o adulta
and io chlldren, whiie 9 adruits and 5
cbiden, besides those at their education ln
BtItan, Austraila, and New Zealand were
absent. Ail these, witb aur now -.71 native
teachers and heiptrs, and aur Daysfn'ang
mission ship, require a large yearip expendt-
turt la support af aur mission, which we
trust lesuis will pravide tili tht remalning
cannibals are taught ta slng His praise, and
rejoice in His salvation.

The two great events oi aur Synod thia
year were tht settling ai four bîghly educated
and promising young missionarles and ont
lay helper. The Rev. T. McMiilan, MA.,
supportcd by tht Presbytetian Church of
Siuth Austratia, reaccupied their vacant
station at %Veisise Tanna, which durlng tht
acancy bas been kept opta by two ai my

Aevan teachers-ane ai whom, Notshea,
bas been there some fourteen Vears. Tht
Re. Frank H. L. Paton, 1.D., our son, bas
OPented a new station amnong 4,000 cannihals,
to as speakIng an unknown language, on tht
west ide ai Tanna. Tht Rev. J. Sandilanda,
M.B.C. M., was ta be placed on tht north end
of Tanna, Ia suitable opening could bc gat
tetre la a scattered population of about
trw, speaklng a ditiereat anguage or
datect, but at twa ai tht principal baat
landiaga some ai tht chis were oppased,
one by bis brother, a returned Kanaka
laboirer (rom Queensland. A suitable sta.
lior, i am verp sorry, could flot be got,
and he gots north, by tht aid ai a
deputation ai missionaries, ta sek a station
ote north ai Malikula, or tht wesî af Santo.

The last two namned are supported tbrough
Victoria. The Rev. F. G. Bawie, M.A., sent
ont and supported bv tht Fret Chnrch ai
Scoaud, la appointed ta South Santo, not
bit rom Dr. Annand's Teachers' Training
Insitution, but for medical Instruction he
renains a time witb Dr. Guna), an Acîtynni
and Futuna. Bp the knd support ai a lady
in England the iay helper la witb aur son on
Tanna. Misa Garton, a lady belper la achool
teacbiag, bas heen engaged bp Mr. and Mrs.
Micelson, of Tongoa, and a trained nurse
bas been engagtd for Dr. Lamb's hospital
on Ambrim.

Tht second great event was Synad's unani-
finusly acccpting tht steamn auxiliary Day-

'Pigas aur New Hebrides mission sbip,
tonv citr a (air ard spmpathetic trial, whicb
bas been already accomplisbed so far as
cnfort is cancerned. But many doubt If
tevrill be able ta meet ber ptarlp expense.
Though rather amal ow for aur work, for
sbe had nîincteen mission passengera from
Sidney ta tht lal1anda, and fiftp ta Synod,
besides ber native and white crew, wood for
a bouse, and provisions for ail, etc, etc., yet
teP acter experienced such comfort saiiing
Ba aY sIfip la aur mission, or ta or iram
SY80d, as la this Dayejring. She la God's
ti by Bis people ta aur mission. After

ber formai receptian, Synod offéed fervent
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prayer and thanks ta God for the unaalmity ai
ber acceptance as aur mission ship by the
Svnod. She is piaced under the speciai care
af a malnaging committee ln Victoria, wbicb
ls ta be respoosihie for ber yearly expoose,
over soute £1.600, hitherto given by the
churches supporttng aur mission, ta keep the
mission sbip. To assist in tiul: they expect
the yearly extra £r,ooo promised through
pou and ml committet la Britain by the many
fritnds ai aur mission. Tht Sydney Day.
spring Board, after paying agency exponses,
ouly Is tu hand over ail moncy gat by it for
the Daysoring ta tht responsihît managing
committet la Victoria, whicb pays or sanc-
tions ail bier exptaditure, su as ta ktep down
ber expense as far as possible wth efficlency
ln tht work. May tht Divine blessing test
upon ber and ber work ln carrying tht light
af the Gospel 10 the many tbausands an aur
graup yet la heathen darirnesa.

Ta me tht work af two and a bail days
this wcek was intczzclIy lnteresting la landing
the wood and clearing the graund for tht
bouse ai my son Frankr, the misslonary ai
tht John G. Paton Fund on tht west ide ai
Tanna. Tht Tannese rcceived them more
klndiy than we exp.-cted, and tht trader and
bis wlfe living there were verv kind. Mfessrs.
Smaii, Mackenzie, and Dr. Sandilanda also
gave us ail the help possible. Tht natives
are nude, painted savages ; wamen wcar
grass skirts or aprans, aad nianq girls seven
or elght vears ai age nothing. How very aad
ta sec a noble race su extremely degraded.
Tht trader told as that a few days before we
iauded, la a quarrel about a womnau, two
wamen were abat and twa chiidren mnurdered
and It is not long since they kllled tbret
persans and feasted an their bodies near bis
bouse ; but wre hope the Lord's Day ta favour
poor Tanna la near now. Frank and bis
partv live la tenta tili thep can erect bis bouse,
and ta help la this Mr. Mackrenzie, tht car-
penter la tht Day3,bring«, bas been eagaged
hp hlm for about two mnontha, when on tht
retura ai tht Dayspring bc goea on ta help
another, etc. Hé la a good Christian, deeply
lnterested ln aur work, and will bc a great
help for tht flrst two inonths ta tht pouag
people. The humant commander oi Her
Majest's ship Royalist was passlng Tanna,
saw tht Days>pring at anchor landing tht
material for the bouse. and came ta anchor
near bp us juat as tht Daysftting waa leavlng.
Tht natives were threatening the lite ai tht
trader, and bo3sted that no man-oi-war couid
call at tbis aide af Tanna, su bis providential
cali wiii do goad, It la haped, for ail parties.
He la going ta cati again on bis retura voyage
la about a month, and ]et tht natives set
some demnonstrationi, and give them some
advIce wich mal help ta ktep tbem iromn
taking lives, but the Gospel la tht only real
civilizer ai man-yet we feit grateful for bis
kind cail la tht circumstances. We bad ta
leave the young people, cammending tbem
ta God's care and guidance la their work on
Tanna.

As 1 am wrIing, the 1J.ys>ring seemed ta
stop, and I ran an deck tu knaw why. We
were paaalng between thetIlanads oai My and
Makuru, bath wraugbt by Mr. Mline, chiefly
by teachers, for Makuru ia some 16 miles
irom bis head station at Nguna, and It bas a
population af about 200, now ail proiessed
Christians. Tbree mencaila corne fi lin a
canoetut get their mail, and sec If tht captain
çvanted any boat banda. Qa being Infarmed
that tht vesseI would retura in about six
weeks, and receivng their mail as thrown ta
them tied ta the end ai a rapt, tht leader
sald. IlGood-bye and God blesa pou," and
placlng tht letter or lettera between bis teethagainat a strong beadwlnd and bcavy sea
thtp paddled bock ta their awn Island. What
a proof these Isanders, who were cannîhais
a few years aga, now gîte ai tht mighty,
titvatIng and civlizing power af thetctaching
ai J tans Christ. Troll the Gospel ls tht
anly truc and real civilîzer ai man. It bas
neyer iallcd. Mr. Milne bas seven Islands
la bis charge ; dve ofihem are now Inbabited
bp proicssed Christîann, and tht ather twa
have anlp a few heathens let on tbem. On
ont ai themn latelp 200 persans at once Cnl-
braced the Gospel. On Efate, Erromanga,
Epi, and Tougoa the success bas aisa been
marvellons, and on tht othet islands
encouraging. Last Sabbath on Nguna we
had the areat "'Y af worsbipping with 500
couverts and addresslng tbem. On aur
caling at dear aId Anewa 1 bail tht pleasure
of a short service la tht churcli, and baptized
four chiidren. There tht population la la-
creasing. They have iram stventv ta elghty
btaltbp, nlce-looking chiidren. They have
lad fia missionarp visitlng them since 1 left

SVear, pet the ch ici and bis two ftliow-
eliders, assisted by tht teachers, have con-
dncted ail tht churcb services and tht
schoais regnlarly, and there bas been fia fal.
log away or cases ai Churcb discipline. but
evervthing tu cncourage and show pragreas.
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Sortions 8 l tho naturai warid and those
la tht spiritual do not alwaVs fefliow the
sama caiendar. rMi dafor the church
on earth au wall as for that above la ta te-

1 : ovar not loe than twaive manner ai
fruits, yiaided svary muotb 1 but tht Ideail l
not rsachad wtbottt diligent pianting and
wa1cr1ngý Sowing iu always timely, but
thoe oarc satone that maite an sspecialiy
loud cali (or eflart. Now, when tht famer
le gathorlng tht roward aiflis toli, le a time
when most of aur sociatios have thair sprinig-
time. O6flccrs, committecs, and members
that mean ta have tht caming year a fruit-
fui ont must ios no time lla making their
plans.

Tht autuma brings mare or lesai
change. Many sociotios wli teedtht bs ot
sorteofa thoir hast workenu, wha leave for
ather filods of work. Membans that have
nat been glvlng the haut ai service la tht
past will not ha ikoiy ta show great zeai
after an absence ai woeks whon their te-
sponsibiIity was not kept belote tbam. On
the other band, thora may bc naw faces ta
welcamt, and many wli rotura wlth a beart
for barder work alter a summtr's test or a
chance ta os what la boing dont la other
places, Tht situation bon ln it promise ai
advance and declina. Tht two may ln some
cases ho ncarly baianced. Evea wben tht
prospect lu vary docidodly one way, aimost
everything niay depond an tht beginning.
An eatbusiastlc start will turn tht scale
'wth tht Indifférent and gîte cheer ta tht
others. A year ai blessing may hc ensured.
It u onot enouRh ta equal past deeds. What-
ever tht disnclvanages, (Uod lu rcady ta
make tht comlng voaritbeuat. Now lutht
time for every ant, rom tht president ta
tht weakest mamber, ta hothlnking what
ho c-an do ta strongthen waak places, ta win
new members, ta dccpon tht spiritual lite, ta
makt tht uocîoty mare holplul ta tht Church.
la your soclety ready ta go forward ? Are
pou prayinq and planning ?-Golden Rule.

AN IMt l'otS ANlT S11:1'.

It will bc rrsmonbored that tht General
Assembly la june lest instructcd its Cam-
mittet an Young Pecplo's Soc-lties ta con-
aider how tht doctrine, polity, history and
wOrk ai aur Churcb miRht ho brought more
adequately befora the yoting people tbrougb
their soc-lties and ta proposa a plan ta
this and tu tht societios. The Committet
on Wednesday last considered tht question
la ail its hearings and dec-lded upan a plan
whicb It lu bopad may meot with tht hearty
approval ai tht Churcb, and may bo taken
up enthuslastically by the young people.
Detalis il h o snt out ta tht societies ln
due tima. Moanwhiia It may ha tated that
the graftiag mctbod la tht ont suggcsted.
Prescrnt programmai and topic cards are ta
be interfored witb n littieasa possible. For
doctrine, a short pariod, sny, ite minutes at
each meeting, lu ta hacpiven to that beat ai
ail manuais ai Presbytarian bellet, tht Short-
er Catechism. Six mactingu arc proposed
durlag tht yaar ta conuilder tha poiity and
blstory ai thr Church and six tht Schemes,
making onte ach month. For the pear 1897
tht tapica for thesa mtetings gîte a general
survey. Ia succ-etding poars many avenues
ofIinterestrug datail wlil invita study. Tht
comploted schamo will ha sent out la2 gond
dima tor tht ntw Vent, nnd an effort lu ta be
made ta hava ht prlnted by a well knowa
Christlan Endeavor publisbing bouse on the
uaiorm tapia carde, 50 that societies will
hava bath the unliorm topics and thesa

sealtoplcs tidshy aida. Titis wili ha
xccdngip conveniant for thosa sociaties.

and we trust it may ba a vcry lArge number,
who may fail la with the proposai of tht
General Asambiy's Qommtîse.

Say what you bava ta Say la tht fawe t
words possible. IlIf 1 saad a main ta ex-
amine a harie for me, 1 expect hlm ta gîva
mea bis points, uc-t how many bains ha bas la
bis tail," was Abraham LincoIn'ii way oi
empbaslzlng the value ai brevity. -Eix.
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At the ou!set we must try ta get a clear
Idea of the terni atonement. Dr. llodge, an
authority of the higbest repute, abjects ta the
use of the word atonement ln expressing the
wark aiChrist and would use instead the word
satisfaction. Iaasmucb as the farmer la the
word used ln the topic, we shali use it bere.
There are somte wtio thlnk that lesus came
ta earth merely ta show a Raod exampie-to
show men how ta live, and ta show tbem
how ta die. There are others iwho thinir
that God punlshed sin ln Christ ta show His
batred of it, and ta preserve a measure of
Iaw and order ln His moral universe. But
by the termi atanement we mean that Christ
has made a true and proper satisfaction for
sin by paying the fult price, anid hy obtain-
log through Ris merits the acquittai af the
sinner ou the grauad af justice.

1. We helieve in the atonement, and la
this view af it, because the Scrlptures plain-
IV teach it. 11'To the iasw and ta the testi-
many 1 " What do we find? ' Ye were
redeemed by a prIce (i Cor. vi ' 20). "lNY
were rcdeemed fram pour vain conversation,
flot witb corruptible things such as iliver
and gald, but with the preciaus biood af
Christ " <r Peter 1:i 1). Il Christ gave Hlm-
self for us tijat He might redeem us fram ail
iniquity " (Titus fih-14). "IntuVhom pe
bave redemption tbrough lis biood " (Eph.
1 - 7). IlThe Son ai man came flot ta be
ministtred nte but to minister and ta Rive
His 111e a ransom for many." "lHt was
wounded for aur transgressions, [le was
brulsed for aur iniquities, the chastisemnent
af aur pence was laid upon Hlm and with
His stripes we are hcaied." '" Christ also
bas suifered for us, the just for the uniust "
(1 Peter fi: z8). These, and many other
passages which might be adduced, clearly
establîshes tht vitw af the atanement that
we bave taken. We believe ln the atone-
muent because God bas taught it.

IL. We believe in the view of the atone-
ment as prestated, because it la the only ont
which comporta with scriptural views ai
God. 'lGod Is love," and because He
loves sinuers, it Is nattiral that He should
desire ta Save them. O1 course be could
pardon freely witbout any atanement being
made, but this would be donc at the expense
ai is justice. But God ls just as well as
lc'ving, and sa must demand the penalty
when Hîs law Is violated. When we accept
the view that we bave takeu, we can under.
stand hcnw God can be juat and the justifier
ai those wbo beileve ln Jesus.

111 We belleve lia the atanement as we
have vlewed it because it seems ta meet the
nceds af men af ail classes and conditions.
When this vlew ai it Is accepted, lts tend-
ency always la ta humble the sinner, ta
make blm, hate sin, ta impress on hlm, the
netd ai a Saviaur, ta gîve hlm a lofty con-
ception of God's character, and ta Induce
hlm ta trust entirelp ln Christ for salvation.
Wbatever exalts Christ ln the eyes ai a sin-
ner, and humbles a sotter la bis awn eyes,
is productive ai gaod. Thtis seems ta have
ever been the resuit wheu ibis view of tht
atonement bas been earnestip and lovinglp
presented. Those wbo reject it, and wbo
regard Christ as coming ta the world mere-
ly ta show an example of righteous living
and triumphant dying are apt ta flu into
dreamp speculatians oaIl"sweetncss and
llght. " But lt ]s one tbing ta adt tire gond-
ness - It la another and very diffi:reat thtng
ta abbar that wbicb la cvii, ta cieave ta that
whicti ls gaod, ta he humble becanse af sin.
and ta rest Implicitly for salvation on a
Savlour's aimigbty arm. To look ripou tht
death ai Christ in any ather light than as an
atanement for the sins ai the world Is to
taire tb.q verp heart out ai the Gospel, ta rab
Christiaaity ai its strangest features and ta
deprIve man ai one oi the highest Incentives
ta holy living. Ont af the great secrets af
Paul's strength af purpose, of bis trac de-
votion, ai bis bolp ambition and ai bis
dauntless courage was that lie was able ta
say, Il God forbld that 1 should glory save
la the cross oi onr Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom the world la crticie1 unto me and 1
unto the world."


