¥ ceedingly exbausting work:
%% missionaries and one lay hetper were present.
3B Our whole company consisted of 4o aduits
£ ad 10 children, while 9 adults and 5

g absent.

B iy belper.
S& wpported by the Presbyterian Church of

§ basbeen there some fourteen years.
gl Rev. Frank H. L. Paton, B.D., our son, has
B opeoed a new station among 4,000 cannibals,

88 wd he goes north,

B &t by His people to our mission,
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Missionary Tqorld.

DR, PATON AND THE NEW
HEBRIDES.

OF THE MISSION SYNOD.

The following letwter from Dr. Paton of
the New Hebrides Mission appeared’ In a
late issue of the Belfast Witness and wlill be
read with pleasure by all iaterested in
Missions.—|ED. .

Rev. Dr. Paton, writing to Me. Wm.
Watson, honp. secretary and treasurer tor
lreland of the John G. Paton Mission Fund,
from on board the mission ship Dayspring,

MEETING

"'\‘; at the New Hebrides, June 23cd, sags—
88 “The aunual meeting of our missiwn Synod
¥ bas just closed. It was one of the most

cordlal and spiritual Synoeds we have ever
bad. Fram 7 to 8 o'clock a.m. was daily
speot In o praye: meeting ; breakfast at 8
and family worship. Synod began at 9, and
with a short time excepted for dinner and
tsa cont'nued till midnight, as the business
oo hand was disposed of, for one week, ex-
Twenty.one

E cbildren, besides those at thelr education in
Bitain, Australia, and New Zealand were
All these, with our now 271 natlve
teachers aud helpers, and our Dayspring

W nission ship, require a large yearly expendi-
B (e ln support of oar mission, which we
d B9 trust Jesus will provide till the remalnlng

| cannibals are taught to sing His pralse, and
tejoice in His salvation.

A8 Thetwo great eveots of our Synod this
¥ jear were the settling of four highly educated
§ 0d promising young missionaries and one
The Rev. T. McMillan, M.A,,

Ssuth Australia, reoccupied thelr vacant
[ station at Weisise Tanna, which during the
B nicancy has been kept open by two of my
f Anewan teachers—one of whom, Notshea,
The

R t10s speaking an unknown language, on the

MR west side of Tanna, The Rev. J. Sandilands,

¥.B.C.M., wasto be placed on the north end

B8 of Tanna, If a svitable opening could be got
188 there in a scattered popalation of about
2 1000, speaking a ditferent language or

'-,_f;-.' datect, but at two of the principal boat

1 landings some of the chiefs were opposed,

B ooe by his brother, a returped Kanaka
libourer from Queensland. A suitable sta-
tior, | am very sorry, could not be got,
> by the ald of a
&% dtputation of missionaries, to seek a station
™ oothe north of Malikula, or the west of Santo.
B3 The last two named are supported through
Victorla. The Rev. F. G. Bowie, M.A., seot
o2t and supported by the Free Church of

Scotland, is appointed to South Sauto, not

L)

tarfrom Dr. Anpand’'s Teachers’ Trainlog
Iostitution, but for medical instruction he
temalos a time with Dr. Guan, on Aneityum
and Futuna. By the kind support of a lady
in England the iay helper is with cur son on
Tanoa. Miss Gartop, a lady helper in school
teaching, has been eogaged by Mr, and Mrs,
Hitchelson, of Tongoa, and a trained nurse
bas been engaged for Dr. Lamb's hospital

B o0 Ambrim.

The second great event was Synod's unani
mously accepting the steam auxiliary Day-

W& ijring as our New Hebrides mission ship,

X give o 4r a fair and sympathetic triel, which

44 b5 been already accomplished so far as

comfort is concerned. But many doubt if
vewill be able to meet her yearly expense.
Though rather small now for our work, for
siebad nineteen mission passengers from
Sydney to the islands, and fifty to Sgnod,
besides her native and white crew, wood for
ahouse, and provisions for all, etc., etc., yet
o8 vt never experienced such comfort satling
g 230y ship in our mission, or to or from
¢ Sro0d, asin this Dayspring. Shels God's
After
= ber formal reception, Synod offered fervent

THE CAMADA PRESBYTERIAN

prayer and thanks ta God for the unanimity of
her acceptance as our misslon ship by the
Synod. She Is placed under the speclal care
of a managlog committee in Victorla, which
is to be respoasible for her yearly expense,
over some £1,600, hitherto given by the
churches supporting our mission, to keep the
mission ship. To assist in iz they expect
the yearly extra /1,000 promlised through

you and my commuttea {n Britaln by the maany
frlends of our mission. The Sydoey Day-

spring Board, after paying agency expenses,

only is to band over all money got by It for
the Dayspring to the responsible managing
committee in Victoria, which pays or sanc.

tions all her expeanditure, so as to keep down

her expense as far as possible with efficiency

{n the work. May the Divlae blessing rost

upon her and her work In carrying the light

of the Gospel to the many thousands on our

group yet in heathen darkness.

To me the work of two and a half days
this week waslanteasely interesting in landing
the wood and clearing the ground for the
touse of my son Frauok, the missionary of
the John G. Paton Fund on the west side of
Tavna. The Tannese recelved them more
kindly than we expzacted, and the trader and
his wife living there were very kind. Messrs.
Small, Mackenzle, and Dr. Saundilands also
gave us all the help possible. The oatives
are nude, palnted savapes ; women wear
grass skirts or aprouns, aad many girls seven
or elght years of age nothing, How very sad
to see a noblerace so extremely degraded.
The trader told us that a few days belore we
landed, in a quarrel about a woman, two
women were shot and two children murdered
and it is not long since they killed three
persons and feasted on their bodies near his
house ; but we hope the Lord’s Day to favour
poor Tanona Is near now. Frank and his
partylivein tents tili they can erect his house,
and to help in this Mr. Mackenzie, the car-
penter in the Dayspring, has been engaged
by him for about two months, when on the
retura of the Dayspring he goeson to help
another, etc. He is a good Christian, deeply
Interested in our work, and will be agreat
help for the first two wnonths to the youag
people. The humane commander of Her
Maijesty's ship Royalist was passiog Tanoa,
saw the Dayspring at aunchor lauding the
material for the house, and came to anchor
near by us justas the Dayspring was leaviong.
The natives were threatening the life of the
trader, and boasted that no man-of-war could
call at this side of Tanna, so his providential
call will da good, it is hoped, for all parties.
He Is going to call again on his return voyage
in about a month, and let the natives sce
some demonstration, and give them soms
advice which may help to keep them from
takiog lives, but the Gospel Is the only real
civilizer of man—yet we felt grateful for his
kind call in the clrcamstances. We had to
leave the young people, commendiog them
to God’s care and guidance in their work on
Tanna.

As ] am writing, the Dayspring seemed to
stop, and I ran on deck to know why. We
were passing between the islands of My and
Makury, both wrought by Mr. Mliine, chiefly
by teachers, for Makura is some 16 miles
from his bead statlon at Ngung, and it hasa
population of about 200, now all professed
Christians. Three men bad come oftina
canoe to get thelr mail, and see if the captain
wanted any boat hands. Oa belag intormed
that the vessel would return in about six
weeks, and recelvng their mall as thrown to
them tled to the end of a rope, the leader
sald, * Good-bye and God bless you,” and
placing the letter or letters between his teeth
against a strong headwind and heavy sea
they paddled back to their ownisland. What
a proof tbese Islanders, who were cannibals
a few years ago, now glve of the mighty,
elevating aad civilizivg power of theteachlng
of Jesus Christ. Truly the Gospel is the
only true and real civillzer of man. It has
never falled. Mr. Milne has seven islands
in hischarge ; five of them are now inhabited
by professed Christlans, and the othertwo
have ouly a few heathens left on them. On
one of them lately 200 persons at once em-
braced the Gospel. On Efate, Erromanga,
Epl, and Tongoa the success has also been
marvellons, and on the other islands
encouraging. Last Sabbath on Nguna we
had the great joy of worshippiog with 500
converts and addressing them. Oa our
calling at dear old Anewa I had the pleasure
of & short service in the church, and baptized
four children. There the population is in.
creasing. They have from seveaty to elghty
healthy, nice-looking children. They have
bad no missionary visiting them since I left
° " year, yet the chiefand his two fellow-
elders, assisted by the teachers, have con-
ducted all the church services and the
schools regularly, and there has been ao fall.
ing away or cases of Church discipline, but
everything to encourage and show progress.

Doung Dreople’s Soctetics,

CONDUCTRD DY A MEMNDRR OF TIR GENERAL
ASSEMBLY'S COMMITTRR,

TUE SOCHFTY'R SEEDTIME,

Seasons tn tho nawral world and those
in the splritual do not always fallow the
same calendar. ‘The Ideal for the church
oo earth as well as for that above is to re-
! lsovernot loss than twelve manner of
frults, ylolded svery mouth ; but the ideal is
not reached without dillgont plaatlog and
waterlng, Sowing I always timely, but
there are sonsons that make au especlally
loud call for oftort, Now, when the farmer
is gathorlng the roward of his toll, is a time
when most of our soclotios have their spriog-
time. Ofilcers, committees, and members
that mean to have the coming yeara fruit-
ful ono must fose no time In maokiog their
plans,

The autumn brings more or less of
change. Many sociatles will feel the loss of
some of thelr best workers, who leave for
ather fields of work. Membors that bhave
not been giving tho bast of service in the
past will not be likely to show great zeal
after an absonce of woeks when thelr re-
sponsibility was not kept before them. Oan
the other hand, there may be naw taces to
welcome, and many will return with a heart
for harder work after a summer’s rest ora
chance to see what Is bolng done in other
places, The situation bos in it promise of
advance and decline, The two may In some
cases be nearly balanced. Even when the
prospect Is very decldedly one way, almost
everything moy depood on the beginning.
An enthusiastic start will turn the scale
with the (ndiffereat and glve cheer to the
others, A year of blosslog may be ensured.
It is not enough to equal past deeds, What-
ever the disadvantnges, God 1s ready to
make the coming yoar the best. Now iIs the
time for every one, from the president to
the weakest member, to be thinklng what
he can do to strengthen weak places, to win
new members, to deepon the spiritual life, to
make the soclety more holpful to the Church,
Is your soclety ready to go forward? Are
you praying and plaonnipg ?—Golden Rule.

AN IMPORVANT STEP,

It will be remembered that the General
Assembly In June last {nstructed its Com-
mittee on Young Pecple’'s Societies to con-
sider how the doctrine, polity, history and
work of our Church might be brought more
adequately before tho young people through
thelr socleties and to propose a plan to
this and to tho socleties. The Committee
on Wednesday last considered the question
ln all its bearings and declded upon a plan
which it is hoped may meet with the hearty
approval of the Church, ond may be taken
up entbuslastically by the young people.
Detalls will be sent oat to the socleties in
due tlme. Meanwhile It may bo stated thst
the grafting metbod Is the ope suggested.
Present programmes and topic cards are to
be interfered with as litile as possible. Faor
doctrine, a short porlod, say, five minutes at
each meeting, Is to bs glven to that best of
all manuals of Presbytarian belief, the Short-
er Catechism. Six moetiogs arc proposed
durlog the year to counsider the polity and
history of the Church and six the Schemes,
makiog one sach month, Fortha year 1897
the topics for thess meetingsgive a general
survey. In succeeding years many avenues
of Interesting detall will invite study. The

complated scheme will ba zeat out in good
time for the new vear, and an effort is to be
made to have It printed by a well koown
Cbristlan Endeavor publishing house on the
uniform toplc cards, so that societies will
have both the uniform topics and these
speclal toples slde by slde. This will be
exceedingly conveniont for thoss socisties.
and we trust It may be a very large number,
who may fall In with the proposal of the
General Assombly's Committee.

Say what you have to say in the fowest
words possible. “1f 1 send a mav to ex-
aminca horse for me, £ expect him to glve
me his points, nct how many halrs he has in
histail," was Abraham Lincoln's -way of
emphasizing the valuo of bravity.—Ex.,
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WIHY I BELIEVE INgI'HE
ATONEMENT.

REV. W. S. M'TAVISH, B.D, DESRERONTO.

Qct. 4.—Heb. ix: 1123,

At the outset we must try to get a clear
idea of the term atonement. Dr. Hodge, an
authority of the highest repute, objects to the
use of the word atonement in expressing the
work of Christ and would use instead the word
satisfaction, Iuvasmuch as the former is the
word used iIn the topic, we shall use it here,
There are some who think that Jesus came
to earth merely to show a good example—to
show men how to live, aud to show them
how to dile. There are others who think
that God punished sin in Christ to show His
hatred of it, and to preserve a measure of
law and order in His moral universe. But
by the term atonement we mean that Christ
bas made a true and proper satisfaction for
sin by payiog the full price, and by obtato-
log through His merits the acquittal of the
sinoer on the grouund of justice,

I. We believe in the atonement, and in
this view of it, because the Scriptures plaio-
lyteach it. ¢*To the law and to the testi-
mony !” Whkat do we find? * Ye were
redeemed by a price (1 Cor. vi: 20). * Ye
were redeemed from your vain conversation,
not with corruptible things such as silver
and gold, but with the pracious blood of
Christ” (1 Peteri: 19). * Christ gave Him-
self for us that He might redeem us from all
iniquity ” (Titus li: 14). “In Whom ye
bave redemption through His blood ” (Eph.
i: 7). “The Son of man came not to be
minlstered unto but to minisier and to give
His life a ransom for many.” *He was
wounded for our transgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquitles, the chastisement
of our peace was laid upon Him and with
His stripes we are healed.” ‘¢ Christ also
has suffered for us, the just for the ubjust”
(1 Peter iii : 18). These, and many other
passages which might be adduced, clearly
establishes the view of the atonement that
we have taken. We belleve in the atone-
ment because God has taught it.

II, We believe in the view of the atone-
ment as presented, because itis the only one
which comports with scriptural views of
God. “God is love,” and because He
loves sinners, it Is natural that He should
desire to save them. Of course he could
pardon [reely without any atonement being
made, but this would be done at the expense
of His justice. But God is just as well as
loving, and so must demand the penalty
when His law {5 violated. When we accept
the view that we have taken, we can uader.
stand how God cae be just and the justifier
of those who believe In Jesus.

Il  We belleve in the atonemeat as wa
have viewed it because it seems to meet the
needs of men of all classes and conditions.
Whea thls view of it is accepted, its tend-
ency always is to humble the sinner, to
make him hate sip, to impress on him the
need of a Saviour, to give him a lofty con-
ception ot God's character, and to induce

bim to trust entirely in Christ for salvation.
‘Whatever exalts Christ in the eyes of a sin-
ner, and bumbles a sinner in his own eyes,
is productive of good. This seems to have
ever been the result when this view of the
atonement has bgen earnestly and lovingly
presented. Those who reject it, and who
regard Christ as coming to the world mere-
ly to show an example of righteous living
and trlumphant dying are apt to fall into
dreamy speculations of ‘“‘sweetness and
light,” But it is one thing to adtsire good-
ness ; it is another and very diffi:rent thing
to abhor that which is evil, to cieave to that
which s good, to be humble because of sin,
aud to rest implicltly for salvation oa a
Savlout’s almighty arm. To look vpon the
death of Christ in any other light than as an
atonement for the sins of the world is to
take thg very heart out of the Gospel, to rob
Christianity of its strongest features and to
deprive man of one of the highest incentives
to holy living. Oune of the great secrets of
Paul's strength of purpose, of his true de- .
votlon, of his holy ambition and of his
dauntless courage was that he was able to
say, ** God forbid that 1 should glory save
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom the world is crucified unto me and X
uoto the world.”



