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Qur Woung jfolks.

ONLY.
only a suany smile,

It was

3 4nd little t cost 1o the glv.ng:

‘

1134‘1’; it scattered the night
e morning light,
A],ll(.] ade the day worth living.
hm‘.lg‘h life’s dull warp a woof it wove
1 shining colors of hope and love:
And ‘the angels smiled as they watched

above,
Yet little it cost tn the giving.

It was only a kindly word,
Word ‘that was lightly spokea;
Yet not in vaim,
Ot ¢ LOT it stilled the pain
€ heart that was nearly broken.
t strengthened a faith beset by fears,
d groping blimdly through mists of
¥ tears
“‘tor light to brighten the coming yearsg,
hough it was lightly spoken.

A,Ilf, was only a helping hamnd,

it veemed of little availing;

. But its clasp was warw,

Ab And it saved from barm .

rother whose strength was failing.
{8 touch was temder as angel wings;
But rolled the stone Irom vhe hidden
springs,

Ta2d pointed the way to higher things,

Ough it seemkd of little availing.

AA &mile, a word, or a touch,
each is easily given;
Yet either mlay win
Or 8oul from sin,
®mooth the way to heaven.
%mile may lighten the failing Lheart,
word ‘may sotten pain’s kaenest
smiart,
HA touch may lead us from sin apart—
OW easily either is glven!

BOYS WE ALL LOVE.

Perhaps the boy numbered In this
Ust of ndividuals, will not much care il
Ve call him, as we always call the ideal

¥, & mother boy. Surely, if he does,
bere 1g somgthing wrong In some Way

Wn deep in a cormer of his heart, a
te hing he would do well to

Tret out and most eifectually cast out;
for never was paid a boy a greater com-
Pliment, q:q he but realize it, than to
all nim 4 genuine mother boy.

Be only worthy of the name, my boy, it
You would win the respect of all who know
You. 8ometimes apon the streets of the
down-t\.own home village do we meet some
Certain gew of those bright-faced lads

t I am proud to call “my boys.” But
Wore gften do we meet more of them that
e jnvoluntarily seeks to shun the sight

» 80 uncouth and vulgar in their speech
824 mgpper that thelr wery presence

to pollute the air.
Yes! g mother boy” is the name we
Woulg give the sunny-faced, true heart-
™ lad .that is pure i thought and deed,
4ud that jg always in love with mother
sister. You may safely trust him
SYery time., Of course we know shat ev-
boy 1loves mother after a fash.on, else
B ¢ould not have been one of hunanity.
Ut (oftemtime that fashion appears &
Stra,ng(. one indeed to those unaccustom-
%0 his mamner of love-making. Did
You know that although you are not
« bamed to proclaim to the worll and

Upon the housetop” if need be, thas ““my

;not‘he" is the sweetest, prettiest wonan

. n the lm'werse,” that many of your com-

Panions are? .tnd can you think it snart
°f 'manly to feign !ndifference to the tru-
%t friend ever & boy had on earth > Ahl
dllt if you do you make onmeof the sad-
%8t mistakes of your life, and that heart
Wust have gone all wrong for the timabe-
g, at least. :
The mother boy can hardly be elasse( &
Tarity” And yet the lads that open-
in demongtrate love tor and great prile
Wother and sister, are comparativey
®W, as numbered with the great work
:lul.l of boys of all classes and ages. W32
0 00t meet them every day, perhaps. Bui
¥hen we g0 chance tomeet one how quick

L

.Y We single h'm out, and how involuu-

*ily one’s heart goes out to him inad-
Qiration, For while “all the world loves
:' lover,” (he lover we always love best
; the boy that first worships his mother.

afely he may be counted genuine, and
SUch & g0od husband he will be for some
Ote gome d»a.y.,

Just over the way is the home of
%Ue of those devoted pair, mother and son,
%8d it 15 a pleasure to see them together.

THE CANADA

Benny, the g&reat, broad-shouidered,
handsome fellew of more than twenty-
one, pets and caresseés the little slivery-
haired woman he calls “l’ttle mother.”
And everybody says of him ‘“that Benmny
Brown is one of the best of boys. Just
see how he loves his mother, and how kind
he is to his sister# at home or abroad.”
And all that know the boy feel perfect
faith and confidemce in him.

Some say *“He’s just maturally geod
and can’t help it.” But how we wish that
they were all ‘just naturally good,” and
not able to help it? What a different
old world this would be.

Watch a boy closely with his pony or
dog. There will be found a sure index
to his character there, for the true  m-
wardness of his heart will branch out; and
the actions of his dumb companions will
tell the story of kindness or abuse.

Not so soom, though, will you learn
the truth from the dog, or from the pony,
for all know that a dog will caress the
hamd that strokes him, and im the self-
same woment of the given blow, !f allow-
ed to.

But the pony that is mialtreated and
abused stands always on the defemsive.
Not in a mbnner of retaliation, but he
shrinks irom, and by every means s2eks
to evade the always expected lash or
torture in some form. You cannot abuse
him one moment and {ind him your Bbast
friend the next.

I could tell you such a long story of
one such an abused little specimen of
horseflesh, owned by a boy that called
bhimseli a Christian, and the son of Chris-
tian parents.

This pouy had been lashed and scolded,
neglecbed and half-starved, umntil even
kind words and gemtle pats would almost
set him wild with fear. Such a tiny bit
of a horse he was, 100, and 80 pretty and
nice. It brings the tears just to think
of him.

No doubt you will be as glad to know
as was I, one day, that his ‘master grew
tired of him, 1onged for some other style
of diversion and pastimwe for awhile, after
making his lile a burden and a terror to
him for a couple ol years, and sold him,
fértunately, to oue who knew enough to
appreciate bim, and who possessed a hu-
mane heart.

Pony became accustomed to kindness
and care after awhlile, and forgot vo trom-
ble and jump every time he was spoken
to, and the new master, unlike the old
one, did not forget that pony’s supper
hour meant just as much to pony asdid

his own supper hour to him.

But many and many a night did pony
lie down :n his uncomfortable stall for the
night. without one .morsel of supper--
“they’’ told me just because his cruel mas-
ter ‘‘forgot’ and ‘“‘didn’t care i he did.”

Does anyone believe the Creator loves
the sort of Christiens that delight in im-
flict:ng pain upon helpless animals ? And
do-you think that any ome who loves all
God’s animal kingdom could ever list this
class of boys among those numbered as
“Boys we all love”?

—Noellie Hawks,

SOMETHING FOR BOYS TO THINK
ABOUT.

On one occasion, when on a commerefal
journey, I stayed at the Railway Hotel
in the town of L——. Dinner was st
over, and I was left 1n the commercial
room with but one other gentleman. We
bad not been Jjong in conversation, be-
fore a youth was ushered in who had
to transact some business with my com-
panion. After the boy had stated .his
message and was on the point of retiring
he was asked the question: “What will
you take 2’ The 1dd stood in amazement,
wondering what he should reply, when
certain intpxicating beverages were sug-
gested to him from which to select; rum,
brandy, port, sherry, etc. The boy was
even now more bewildered, and mechan-
fcally said, ‘‘Brandy. please, sir,”” which
was immediately ordered.

I sat tbinking wbat J ought to do
under the circumstances. Etiquette sug-
gested, Mind Jyour owD business! Duty
seemed to say, Speak to the lad; a word
of warning may save bim from ruin. I
waited until the brandy appeared, and
just as the lad was about to 1lift the
glass, I made bold to speak . “My boy,
befiore you drink that brandy, I should
hke you to hear what 1 have got to
say. You are not accustomed to have
yrandy offered to you, are you ?” “No,
4r,” was his reply.

.

PRESBYTERIAN.

Well, then, before you put that glass
to your lips, think for one moment that
that which this gentleman bas been kind
wnough to offer you is the cause of more
mischief and misery in the world thuan
anytrhing else; that and drinks of a
similar nature, tili our prisons, poorhous-
es and asylums with their inmates, and
more persons Iind a premature zrave
rom drinking these intoxicating drinks
than from any other cause;” and, turning
to the gentleman, 1 said, ‘““Is not what [
suy correct 2”7 He replied, ] am not in
e position ‘to deny It.”

Then speaking 1o the lad, I said, “Naw,
my boy, ii driok causes all this wisery
in the world, and you hear this gentie-
man cannot deny what L say, don’t you
thiuk it the wisest policy to have nothinyg
to do with it ?”’ Hhe simply replied, “Yes,
xir, and then left the room.

‘I hree months ajterwards, I had bhusi-
pess in the same town. Walking along
one of the streets, I saw a boy smliiing
ali over his'face, and his eyes intently fix-
ed on me. When we met he accosted me
with, “Good morning, sir.”” *‘Good morn-
ing, mly boy,” I replled; ‘‘you seem to
know me, but ior the moment, I don’t
remember you; have you met me belore
He heartily, and with boyish sincerity
said, *“Yes, sir: don’t you rewmember me

‘coming to the Railway Hotel one day two

or three months ago?’ “Well, yes, I do re-
wember A boy coming there, and I think
something I said to him prevented him
from drinking a gloss of brandy. Was
it you?” *Yes air, It wus; I wassoglad

_ you spoke to me, for 1 didn’t want the

brandy, but I diduw’t know how to get
away. I have thought a good deal about
what you told me, and your words led
me to join a Band of Hopa atour Sabp
path school. 1 signed the pl.dge, and I
intend to keep it.”

“A word in season, how good s iL.”
—Geo. W. Armstrong.

Lomdon, Ont.

FOR THE PROTECTION OF BIRDS.

If there is a portiom of the community
that is more sensitive to reasons ot hu-
manity, and that 8 more shocked by crw-
eity than any others, !t certaimly 18 wc¢-
men; and I would ask every reflecting
Christian woman whether her happiness,
her taste or her sense of the beautiful de.
mands that she should encourage a trafl-
fic which insures the wholesale destrua-
tion of birds. Hundreds of thousandso:
them are brought into the market irom
Canada to Florida, and from the eastern
coast of the United States to the Missise
sippi and beyond ; and the traffic increas-
es from year to year, and will !ncrease
just as as fashion demands the sag-
rifice. I lobg ago made up my mind that
fashion was & wuiRg DUt accessible, that
to preach to fashion was love’s labour
lost; but 1 am perfectly suxe that if
thoughtiul and humaae Christian women

would eet their faces against this evil it

would be greatly dim/nished; and, as all
fashions are like tides that come and go,
it seems to me we should at least have
a° vacation !n the destruction ol birds.
We have laws [or the protection of 1ish
and deer, of plovers and quails, of nesting
birds, and I think there ought also to
be alaw for the protection of birds of
plumage.

THE PRINCESS OF WALES.

A few years ago, as the story istold
in the English papers, the Princess ol
Wales went to the Holy Commun-
fon accompanied for the first time by her
eldeat son. She gave him that morning
a little manuscript book containing texts
and verses of hymns, which she had copied
for him, ‘““hop!ng,” as shesaid afterwards,
“that they might help him to keep closer
to the croses.” o

After his death, as she was stooping
over him to lay some flowers on his
breast, she saw upon a little table close
to his bedaide, the book, bearing marks
of long and constant use.

The Princess told this fact to Canon
Fleming, adding with tears streaming
down her eyes, “I couldnot but feel that
Eddy had clung to the crose.”

‘fhe woman who, in her grief, told the
story of her dead boy, because she knew
that all other mothers would be glad with
her. is the daughter, the wife, the mother
of king and princes. Yet the little worn
book which gave her a hope that “Eddy
had turned to the cross” is of more value
to her now than that proudest of earth
ly ecrowns, which he lost im dying.—
Youth’s Compamnion.

PRINCESS MAY’S RELIGIOUS SINCER-
ITY.

‘Princess May !s a regular attendant at
church and a constant communicant. She
is extremely tolerant !n her views. All
ghe asks ie that whatever religion a per-
son professes, he shall act up to it, and
not make it a sham. She reads her B!ble
every day, and no matter how many duties
she has to perlorm, or how many things
have to be got through, the chapter is ali-
ways read. .
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Teacher and Scholar.
Asg ot | PAUL BEFORE AGRIPPA. { Acts xxvis

GoLpeEN TexT.—Christ the power of God, and the wisdom
of God. —1 Cor. i., 24.

After Paul’s appearance before Felix,
he continued in prison, though uallowed
considerable liberty, throughout the two
following years, after which that gover-
nor wag recalled. Festus who sueceeded
was besought by the Jews to cause Paul
to b2 brought to Jerusalem, their in-
tention being to kill him by the way. But
Festus, a cynic and a sceptic, while
willing to conciliate the people, was de-
sirous to do right. 'Ile summoned those
who wished to accuse Pau) to meet him
at Caesarea, where he tried Paul's case

himseli. His wish to please the Jews
by sending Paul up to Jerusalem to be
judgea, constrained the apostle to tvake
the cuase out of his hands by appealing
to Caesar. Shortly after, King Herod
Agrippa 1I. came down, with nis sister
Bernice, to Caesarea. He was & son of
the king mentioned {(ch. xii., 20-24). He
was King or the territory beyond the
upper Jordan and Sea of Galilee. His sis-
ter, Bernice, was noted for her bheauty
agd her profligacy. Festus laid Paul’s
case befose the hing, av whose wish a
hearing was given to fPaul. The apostie
commenced with a courteous reference to
Agrippl’s knowledge of the Jewish law,
and aiter expressing hls own attachment
to it, went on to relate the story of his
conversion.

I. Continuation of Paul’s Address. Paul
recognized in the heavenly vision, a per-
sonal manifestation of Jesus Christ, and
accepted the commission given. He telis
how, in iulfilment of this, he commenced
lubouring at Damascus (ch. ix., 20), and -
thea went to Jerusalem. Flis work in
Judea was later (Gal. 1., 22). The mention
of the Gentiles, 50 unwelcome to the Jews,
yeh. xxitl., 21, 22) is reserved to vhe last.
The message, in delivering which he ful-
filled his commission, was that of repen-
tance turning lrom sin to God, and in
evidence of its reality doing deeds cor:
responding to it, which would show  a
changc in heart and 1ife. This was the
ecause of Jewish attempts on his life. In
his preservation to the present, he recog:
nizes that God has been upholding him,
‘enabling him to continue testifying to all
ranks without respect of ‘persons. In
doing so Paul declares that he is stat-
ing only what the Jewish Scriptures had
{oreshown, viz.,, that the Messiah chould

-be subject to suffering (Ps. xxli.; 1s. Jill.),

and that He, first rising from the dead,
should proclaim 1light to Jew and Gen-
tile. The prophets had foretold the un:
ending kingdom of the Messiah, and glso

His death. The harmonizing of these
vrophesies was effected by rising from
the dead.

. II. Impression made on Festus and

Agrippa. To Festus, as to the Athen-
jans, a resurrection appeared incredj-
ble, and the idea of it is absurd. Unable
longer to contain himself, he burst out
in jmpatient surprise with the loud ex-
clamation ;: Thou art mad ! {R.V.) Paul
appeared to be acting under infatuation,
and the reputation he nhad for scholar:
ship made the governor conjeciure that
study had really driven him insane. Paul
answered with courteous self-possession,
asserting that his words, far from be:
ing the fancies of a disordered intellect
or the exaggerations of an excited mind,
are true and sober. With courageous

confidence, Paul refers to the King
himsell to bear him out in this.
The events connected with the oris

gin of Obhristianity were not secretly
wrought. 'Paul 1Is convinced _ that
Agrippa not only kmows about them,
Lut knows the evidence on their bhehalf
to be too great to inake beljeve in them
il charge against a wan’s understand-
ing. Tor the truth of his statement,
that the Jewish Scriptures foretold these
things, he appeals to the King’s beliet
in the prophets. aAgzrippa’s reply (R.V.)
is no!. neceasarily jesting or sarcastic. He
turns aside Paul’s question, perhaps to
avoid showing how much it had moved
him. The answer is a real recognition
of the intense sincerity and ardor of the
Apostle, whose assertion seems to him-
self so indisputable, that with little per.
suasior he would sweep the King along
to the xame point of conviction. Paul’s
reply (R.V.) Is an earnest, respectful wish
that whether little or much persuasiox;
were needed, the King and all others pre-
sent might become such as himself except-
ing for his chains. )

iII Vindicatwon of Paul. By visin
up, the King gave the signal fors;he othg:
ers to do 80, and closed the assembly. A
private confergnce wag held, at whieh it
was agreed that Paul, in the course
he was pursuing, was doing nothing
worthy of death, or even imprisonment
Agrippa deciares that he could have beexi
sel £t liberty, lntimating however that
the governor had now lost control of
the case, through Paul’s appeal,



