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When tht Carcan envoys came ta Naniwa, Nintok sent
them back ta Oudzi and vben tht Loo Chooans arrived at
Oudzi, Ratsonga sent them back ta Naniva. Tht ambassa-
dors did flot know vhat ta do. Then a cunning officer, callcd
Soukna, sought them out and said 'lleave tht presents with
me ; this dispute cannot iast long, and wben it ends in ane af
the princes accepting tht cravn, 1 vihI give hlm your master's
gfts." Sa tht servants ot tht Corean king and ai tht mon-
arcb of Loo Choo, flot knoving tht kind of man vho vas
speaking ta them, agreed, ghad ta find some vay of getting ont
of their difficuhty. Tht Japanese bistarians say that Saukna
vas a monster with tva beads, four arms and four legs. I
suppose they meàn by this that he vas a crafty, double-faced
man, and vithai very strong and active. As soon as he gat
ail tht preciaus gifts in bis possession he began ta bribe tht
soldiers with them until be bad a lar~ge number on bis side
vhom be sent ont al aver tht country ta plunder tht poar
villagers and bring tht spoil inta bis camp at Fida. Ahi tht
gifts that vert sent ta tht Dairi from foreiga cauntries, and
the taxes that vert paid by tht people at home, be took ta
himsthf. Tht vihiagers came ta tht princes complaining
against tht servants ai Soukna, but Nintok sent tbem ta
Ratsongo, and Ratsongo sent themn back ta Nintok. There
vas no king in tht land, sa that Saukna did as he pheased.
And ta add ta tht troubles of tht distracted kingdom, tht
Mosin, or hairy men af tht north, began ta plunder tht japan-
est settlements nearest ta tbem. Often the brothers visited
each, other, lamenting tht unbappy state af tht land and
imploring anc another ta sit upor> tht throne and iudge tht
people. But it vas of fia avail. Nintok honaured Ratsongo
above bimseif because he vas bis father's chaice and Rat.
songa bonoured Nintok above himself because be vas tht
firstborn.

Tbree years tht dispute Iasted, and even then neither
brother would give vay. Tht vboie land vas in a sad state.
Tht saldiers having notbing ta do and fia onetet provide for
them, tither jained Saukna or robbed tht peaple on their ovn
account. Foreign nations, bearing of tht unpratected state ai
tht kingdom, vert threntcning ta invade japan. And the
Masin hnd taken possession of ail tht narthern part of tht
Isle of Niphan. One day a messenger came in great
haste ta Naniva. The pin with vhicb thetJapanese fast-
ened their bair on tht top of tht bead inta a plait he bad
puhhcd ont so that bis bair hung Icoie about bis face. Nintok
saw this from tht balcony ai bis palace, and vben tht man
came nearer he perceived that this laose-streaming hair vas
covered vitb dust. Then be knev that tht messenger had
bad news, and vent down ta meet hlm. Tht man fehh at bis
feet, clutching tva bnndfuls of dust from tht graund and sprink-
iing tbem aiso upan bis bead vbihe be cried 1'O Son of the
Sun, the gond prince Ratsongo bas shain himself and Vaur
servants cannat even find bis royal body." In great grief
Nintok set ont at once for Oudzi ta seek bis brother. The
palace vas just as he had seen it vben ast he visited Rntsongo,
but novhere in it ar in tht city could be flnd bim vbam be
calicd the king. Ht sent bis avn servants over ahI ronds, and
trnvelhed over many bimseif, seeking tht hast Ratsonga ; but
aIl in vain. Many people came ta him teiiing ai tht lavless-
noss of the land and praying bim ta become king over them.
Sa he said " Whnt I wouid flot do vhile my brother vas bere,
I viii do nov that be is gant. If you wiih help me ta find my
brother and my king, 1 viii mile over you." Then the people
came t'ogetter at Naniva in great numbers. Tbey promised
ta search for the body af Ratsongo ; thty baved before
Nisttk and hailed bim King of japan.

Nov, hundreds af messengers vert sent, some on horst-
back, others on foot, over tht ronds and inta tht mauntains
ta get news of tht missing prince. At iast one party ai seek-
trs found a man vho bad seen Ratsonga tht very day on
vbicb he disappeared, and vho said he had ncvs ta tell the
Dairi about bim. They braught hlm ta Nintok at Naniva.
Ht vas an aId man vitb a long, painted white beard and
close-cropped grey hair, wearing n long coat witb large, hanging
sheeves. vide trausers fastened at tht ankîts, ittieleatheur
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hope of seeing hlm again was flot for this world, but for the
next. So he ordered messengers to go over the kingdom
telling the people to search no more and calling upon tbem
to mourn witb Nintok the death of the the Dairi Ratsongo,
who bad given up bis life to get bis brother a tbrone.

Thus Nintok began ta rule over japan. 6'<As I have
taken my brother's place," be said, 1I must try ta be as
good a king as he would bave been; and as he was so
unselfish towards me though I was really only one of bis
people, I must strive ta be unselfish towards bis people,
who have made me Dairi.' First, be went over the land to
seek out Soukna and the soldiers of whose robbery and
violence the people had complained. But bere vas a mar-
vel : not a saldier could be found in aIl the country. For
many weeks none had been seen, sa that the farmers could
now tihi their land and herd their cattie in peace. Nintok
vent ta Fida with a body of townsmen and country people
wbom he had hastily armed and drilled, looking for Saukna.
They expected ta have a terrible fight with tbe dreaded
chief and bis rebellious soldiers, but when tbey arrived at tbe
camp, ail was sulent as the grave. There was anly anc
soidier there, standing, as it seenied, before a waoden build-
ing, which bad been Soukna's headquarters, but be did nat
mave. Nintak went up ta him and saw that be was fastened
ta a post and dead. It vas Soukna bimself, and on bis
breast there was a writing in the aid Carcan letters some-
thing like the strokes and pot-haoks yau put into your first
copy boks, for the jananese had flot yet invented their first
characters. The writing said, 'ITbe great Dairi Nintak, for
the good af bis people, bas put their oppressar tu death. Let
the men of Niphon learnjustice and be kind ta anc another."
This was another surprise for Nintok. " Surely," he said
ta bimself, "it must bave been Ratsongo wbo did this, for
who cisc was brave enaugb ta meet and overcome the monster,
Soukna ?" Sa again he cried, " Alas, my brother, would
that you were alive anid king instead of unworthy me!1" Then
he went into Soukna's bouse and found there ail the things,
except the horses, that the ambassadors and people had
brought ta him and bis brother as presents, and this made
him wonder again, for he had learned that the wicked chief
ha4 given many of tbese things ta the soldiers wbo jained
bis army. How, then, had they ail came back inta this place?
'<Do flot wonder,"- said Wanin, who had accampanied the
Dairi ; " he who gives up bis own for the good of anather,
will get it back again with inte'-est." Nintok bad ta be satis-
fed witb this answer. The stolen goads be ordereci ta be
braugbt ta Naniwa, and the placard taken fram Soukna's
brcast ta be carrieci at the head of bis army af civilians, that
aIl japan migbt know the appressar vas dead.

Soon after bis return ta Naniwa, Nintok went with Wonin
ta a high bill near at hand tram wbicb a great part of the
country cauid be seen. As he loaked aut upan tht fields and
then at the' peasants' littie buts in the midst af them, be saw
boy neglected they were, and that fia smoke rose from tht
chimneys, altbough it was near tht time of tht chief meal af
tht day. Can it be, he thought, that these poor people have
natbing ta cook I Then Wonin said, as if ne were speaking
ta bimself, "Woe ta the house where tht full is tht father
of the empty; emptiness shahl neyer depart tram it. Happy
is tht home where tht tmnpty is tht father of tht ful; fuinoss
shahl dwell there forever.Y Nintok said notbing until they
were an tht way down the bilh. Then he asked Wonin wbat
be meant by these words. Wonin pointed ta a spring that
bubbled up from the hillside and poured its waters down tht
slope inta a littie stream that ran through tht fields, and thon
ta a broad pond at tht foot of thetblîl ahi covered over witb
green duckweed. " Wh ich dots most gaod ? " be asked, "the
anc that empties itself or tht one that wauid fain stay full ?"I
Again on tht way home they saw a fleld nevly harvcsted and
in a corner of it a stack of grain, while ucar by was anather
fleld in whicb a scanty crop, ruitied by tht veather, had been
left standing. " Which field wiil be fulhest next vear ?"I
asked tht philosopher, " tht ont that emptied itseif ta 611i tht
granary and give seed for tht spring, or tht ont that remainas
full now? " When they arrived at Naniwa, Wanin asked
another question ai Nintok. " Shal I tell tht Dairi wbere
tht full is that is tather ta, tht empty ?"' Nintok nnswered,
"bsay an." Sa tht Corean sage pointed vith bis staff ta tht
palace on tht ont side in which were tht pape'sgi.s-ha

your taxes, and mareover if there is anyone who bas no grain
ta sow, no food in bis bouse by reason of tht burdens which
1 and my fathers have laid upon him, let hlm cogne ta me in

FIANTJARY 4th, 1991.

Naniwa, and 1 willlopen] thé treasuries to provide ,for bis
wants." Now, the people rejoiced when they beard this
proclamation. Many that were really poor, and many
whom Nintok turned back because tbey were lazy drones
who would not work while they could beg, came to get rice
and other grain for food and for seed. The royal treasuries
were emptied. Even the gifts of the kings of Corea and Loo
Choo were sold to great nobles who had plenty of money
and the price of them was lent to farmers whomn taxation had
made too poor to work their farms. Nintok gave liberaliy
and asked for nothing. He lived upon the humblest fare
that he might be able to sympathize with his people, and at
the same time keep down bis expenses. When bis clothes
were aid he had them patched, darned and cieaned rather
than raise taxes for new ones. When bis wooden palace
began to suifer from the weather, to leak with the ramn and
to warp with the heat, he left it so rather than caîl the people
from their fields to mend it. He went on foot over a great
part of the country ta find out for himself how the peaple
were and to give them ail the help in bis power. "lNeyer,"
said the japanese, Ilin the whole history of our nation, bas
there been sucb a king as the Dairi Nintok." But Nintok
was ever saying ta himself, IlIf Ratsongo bad only been in my
place, how much better everything wouid have been.»

It was the customn that the Dairi should ride on horseback
or be carried about in a norirnono, which wa-, a chair of
state, borne upon two long pales. It had also been the
cuàtomn that wbenever be met any of the people, whether bigb
or low, they should stand aside and bow themselves to the
ground while be passed. But Nintok gave away ail bis
horses to the farmers to help them in ploughing the land and
carrying home tbe barvest ; and the chairs of state he gave to
the old people and the sick who were flot able to walk, that
their friends might carry them about to enjoy the open air
and see the world. He went on foot like the humbiest of bis
people, and when he met a loaded cart, or a man with a
burden or a woman or a child, it was he wha stood aside and
prayed the Lord of heaven to bless them. There were no
soldiers in the cauntry, and there was no need for tbemn.
Strange to say, the Mosin had disappeared from the nortb
of Niphon and the kings of Corea and Loo Choo and distant
China, so far from sending armies against Japan, as they had
tbreatened, sent ambassadors to make a lasting peace. For
the ambassadars wbo had been there before spying out the
state of the land, had told their masters that the king of
Niphon was sa poor that it would not enrich them ta
conquer hlm and so good that the vengeance of heaven
would surely fal on anyone who did him harm. Ail the
people worked ; the nobles and those who had been tax-
gathers and policemen, in their fields, their factories and
workshops, in the mines and fisheries, witb none ta disturb
tbem or take away their gains. And Wonin went about from
place to place, teaching lessons of wisdom, and everywhere
rcpeating bis favourite text, IlHappy is the home where the
empty is the father of tbe full." So it happened that if any
poor or sick person came ta those who were well off, the rich
emptied their purses and grain bins to feed and help their
poor brethren, until there was only ont empty bouse and
pocket'in alNiphon. And that bouge and thatpocket belonged
to the good Dairi Nintok.

Three years bad passed since Nintok and Wonin viewed
the cauntry from the bihl-top, and learned bow poor the people
were. Once more they made the ascent togetber on a fine
summer day, and looked round about upon the scene below.
What a change met their eyes ! Ail the fields were under
cultivation and green with abundant crops. Large, new barns
bore witness ta the fertility of the former Vears and the wealth
of tbeir owners. Droves of cattie and sbeep filled the pasture
fields. Here and there, dotted over the country, were busy
manufacturing towns and villages. The old bouses had ail
been neatly repaired and painted, and many new ories bad
been buiît, and from tbe chimneys of ail rose columns ot
blue, wood smoke. Then Wonin looked at the patcbed dress
and clouted sandals of the Dairi, and said, "O0, Wonin, you
are the emptv to day, but you are the father of the full."
The Dairi's face fairly shone with joy as be answered, IlIt

stables, na cows in bis pastures, no grain in bis barns, no
money in bis treasury, and bis ciothes were aid-fasbioned,
faded and patched. Tben ail the people cried, "«Alas for the
gond Dairi, the generous Nintak, the father of the full, and
shame ta us whom lie bas made sa rich 1»

(Ta be continued.)


