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THE SECOND COMING,
- MR. EpttoR,—In my previous papers on the
¥« Gacond Coming,” in answer to “ Berean,” it has
5 been, I think, clearly set forth that the second wom.
ing of Christ « il be premillennial, and that at His ad.
vet there will be an eclectic resurrection, n which
those only who aie accounted worthy and who are
' God's children will have a part In this paoer | have
a few words to say cancerning the judgment. * Be-
rean” contends *that the resureecvion and judgment
of the righteous and the wicked will be simultanc.
ous.” ‘To prove this he sets down a number of pas.
' sages without attempting to explamn | cannat now
expound all these passages, but T will 2.k the atien.
tion of your readers to a few statements, by wasr of
shedding licht on this subject, or at least of anaken-
ing thoughtful and earnest myuiry about «

The prevailing idea on thi< subject 15, that when
the history of this world 1s ended, the sleeping dead,
the righteous and the wicked will rise from thers
graves, and that a grand assize will be held and sen-
tznce pronounced on cach individual, and “that then
the righteous will ascend to glory n heaven, and
the wicked be banished to a dark and terrible
perdition.

 Berean,” without, as far as we can <ee, any ear-
nest critical inquiry, has followed the beaten track
This course was eisy, and cost bittle thought and Ut
tle labour.

But is this position sustained by the teachgs of
the Word? What 1s the voice of Seripture about
judgment ?

We have already seen that the word &pa hour, as
used in John v. 23, means a period which has now
extended over 1,f00 years,  And the expression * day
of salvation,” evidently means an estended peniod.
And there 15, we think, good ground for behieving
that the day of judgment 1s to be viewed in the
same way.  Peter, tn speaking of the day of judg-
ment, explains it i this way * But, beloved, be not
ignorant of tins one thing, that ‘one day " 1s with
the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years
asoneday;" ie., *“the day of judgment 15 as a thou-
sand years--one judgment day.” This view of the
subject in hand 15 confirmed by the teaching of the
Word in other passuges. There are several scenes n
the great judgment drama. In 2 Cor. v. 10 we have
i the judgment of the faithful w Christ Jesus. This
} passage has been quoted as a proof of a general judg-
ment. But weonly nced to read the context carefully
to see that it speaks only of those who belong to
Christ, The “ we” in verse t Is the same " we” as
in the 1oth verse, and to use 1t to prove that the
righteous and the wicked appear together to be
judged 1s a violation of grammar, and makes lan-
fuage meaningless. :

Besides, there is really nothing said about tnal or
passing sentence. The literal rendering of the pas.
sage (verse 10) 15. “ We must all be made manifest
before the seat of Chrst.'  And as they are all Chris-
=i tians who are represented n that scene, they are
% there to have their places assigned them in the ever-
iy lasting kingdom, and receive their rewards according

: to their merits,

That this mamifestation of the saints before the seat
of Christ when He comes in glory 15 a different scene
from the judgment of the wicked s abundantly evi.
* dent from Scripture. The prophecy of knoch in re-
jard to the Parousia or second conung, 15: * Be-
hold the Lord cometh with ten thousand of His
saints to execute judgment upon all,” etc. The plain
teaching of this passage 3 t. That the judgment of
the saints was past, and theur condition settied hefore
this visible appearing. And tlis agrees with both
Paul and john. Paul says **When Chonst, who 1s
our life, shall be manifested, then shall we be man.
iested in glory. And John says. “We know that
when He shall be manifested, we shall be hke Hun.”
- And as Clirist will be manifested in  His glontied

resurrection body, so the samts that appear with Him
- will alsc be mamfested in their glonfied resurrection
bodies. This is the teaching of Paul and John, and
sheds a clear light on the first resurrection, of which
John speaks in Rev. xx. 1-5,

2. This prophecy of Enoch teaches clearly that the
risen glorified saints will take part in the judgment of
the ungodly. The voice of the prophets and the
teachings of the New Testaent are one on this sub-
- Ject. Zechariah, in speaking of the glory of the latter
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‘ day, says : * The Lord my God shall come, and all the
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stints with Thee. And the Lord shall be King over
al) the earth ; {n that day shall the Lord be one and
His name one” And Daniel says . * But the saints
of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and pos-
sess the kingdom for cver.” * And the kingdom and
the dominion shall be given to the saints of the Most
High” And Paul says * Do ye not know that the
saints shall judge the world?™ And in 1 Thes. iii.
13, he speaks of “the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ with all His saints.” And in the Revelation
John says ‘chap. v 9 *“They sing a new song.
' Worthy, etc,' and they shall reign on the earth.”
And in chap. xx. 4, 6 he zays " Reigned with Christ
a thousand years.” * Shall reign with Christ a thou.
sand years.’

These passages teach very clearly that those who
are called saints have been raised and glonfied, and,
as Paul puts it, have been taken up to meet the Lord
w the air 't Thess. v before the judgment of the
world takes place.  There 1s therefore to the sunts in
Christ, no more judgment (Rom. viii. 1v  If,"as Taul
teaches, the saints shall judge the worid, shall even
judge angels, how could they appear before the judg-
mert scat along with the wicked to have their case
settled? As the Lord’s redeemcd people, they have
been accepted and saved "and imade heirs of God
and joint heirs with Christ, and have had their
places assigned them n the everlasting kingdem,
and will not come into judgment. As a cer-
tain writer says * The question was forever cettled
for the behievers at the cross, and actu.ally determined
by the Judge of all when they believed on Christ.”
And Christ Himself says . “He that heareth My
word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, shall not
come into judgment.”

I may say here that the word xpiows. translated
Judgment, occurs forty-eight tmes in the New Testa
ment, and in the authorized version was so translated
in forty-one instances.  And the reading in the New
Version of John v. 29 is very clear and expressive
in defence of our position: “They that have done
rood shall rise to the resurrection of life, and they
that have done ill to the resurrection of judgment.”
According to thisithe saints rise, not for judgment,
but to realize 1n ali its fulness the blessedness of a
completed redemption. And doubtless the reference
1s here to the blessedness of those who have part in the
first resurrection.

But some thoughtful reader is saymmg * \What do
you think of Matt. xxv, 31-462" [ havealready said
that according to Scripture teaching there are several
scenes 1n the great judgment drama. | am fully aware
that this passage in Matt. xxv. 1s held by many to be
descriptive of a grand closing scene, in which the
whole human race will have a part when this world
has run its course. 1 will not venturs to dogmatize in
differing from this view. But I call attention to
a few points which appear to me to show clearly
that this passage does not refer to a general judg-
ment at the end of the world.

1. There is no reference to the resurrection, no
mention of the dead, and no intimation that this
scene in the judgment drama closes the world's bis.
tory. By what logical process this passage has been
made to synchronize with the scene around the great
white throne I caunot understand.

2. Those who appear here for judgments are
70 fuy the nations.  “ This expression occurs 132
times in the New Testament, and 1t 1s translated
Gentiles nminety-two times.,” And it is specially to be
noted that this expression 1s never applied to men
only as living and acting on this carthly sence, unless
the case before us be an exception. And without a
very valid reason we have no right 1o make 1t an ex-
ception,  Morcover, there are other prophecies
which speak of the nations being gathered to judg-
ment in the same way. In Joel ii. 2 we hear God's
call to the nations . 1 will also gather all aations,
and will bring them down wto the valley of Jehosha-
phat and plead with them there.” And in verse 12,
“ For there will I sit to judge all the heathen, mayra
1a fm round about.” And in verse 21, “And I
will set My glory among the heathen, and all the hea-
then wayra 7a «Oiy shall sec the judgment I have
executed.” Now if the reference m the passages, as
1s generally admitted, be only to the living nations,
why should we suppoase the reference in Matt. xav.
31-32 should be to the dead as welt as to the living?
Moreover, in this wonderful scene there are three

parties. The “all nations ” are divided into two par-.

ties, sheep and goats. But thére 1s a third party.
Christ as Judge deals w‘lh them on onc point,
viz,, their treatment of His brethren. It is on
this ground they are rewarded or punished. If
you ask who Christ's brethren are we would say that
the reference must be cither to the Jews as a people
or to His own faithful followers. \We wait for clearer
light before saying mote. But one thing is clear from
the reading of the passage, that, whoever they are,they
were not a part of the all nations who appear to be
judged. There is much still to be said to make this
subject complete. But [ trust cnough has baen said
to shu- that the resurrection and judgment of
the wicked and the righteous is not simultareous.
And if all difficulties have not been removed, enough
1 trust has been said to awaken inquiry, and to lead
the faithful in Christ Jesus to see more fully the
preciousness of the great salvation provided for them
in Christ, and to look forward with a surer hope and
a gladder expectation to the glorious future which lies
before them. FAITHFUL.

PUNISHING CRIMINALS.

MR. EDITOR,—It must be evident to all intelligent
people that crime is not punished in this Province as
it should be. Reference has frequently been made
in THE CANADA PRESUBYTERIAN to the apathy ex-
libited by the authorities in detecting the parties
guilty of the numerous dynamite outrages committed
here, not one of the miscreants having been cenvicted,
tis né wonder that people are saying that there is
something wrong somewhere. It szcins to me that
the Government is greatly to blame in this respect.
When officers are appointed by the Government to
enforce law, such as police magistrates, inspeciors and
constables, they should be sustained in the perform-
ance of thewr duty, and when dynamite is used to
deter them from carrying out the law, it is the duty of
the Gavernment to use all the means at its disposal te
punish the perpetrators of these outrages. It seems
that the authorities are more zealous in punishing
any one who is guilty of such crimes as theft or
forgery than that of murder, or attempt to murder.
ls property of more unportance than life? Would
not a man rather be robbed of a thousand dollars
than have the lives of his wife and children attempted
by a dynamite fiend? And yet we find that if 3 poor
person steals anything, though the value may not
be more than a few dollars, every effort is made to
secure the guilty person, and if caught a severe sens
tence is inflicted.

A man obtains a hundred dollars by fraud, and the
detectives are at once put on the case, and no
effurt is spared to bring him to justice; but let the
same man blow up a house with dynamite, and not
only cause the loss of a large amount of property, but
seniously endanger the lives uf innocent women and
children, and the thing is treated as of little conse
quence.

Now,in my opinion,the Government should be more
determined to punish the scoundrels who resort to
such hellish practices than in those other offences
that so much paius are taken to ferret cut. Why
should Government officials be left so helpless m a
Province like Ontario? Surely it is not for want of
means to detect the criminals.  Money will doit. If
the proper men are engaged, and well paid for the
wotk, they will succeed in securing the guilty partics
aund the expense should not be considered in a matter
of such grave importance.

lfmen are permitted to commit such assaults on
officials appointed to enforce the Scott Act, they will
take the same means to deter officers from enforcing
other laws, and the result will be that we shall soon
become a lawless people. I know, from what [ have
seen in reference to this matter, that the lawless ele-
ment has become much bolder in defying the officers
of justice in consequence of the apathy exhibited in
these Scott Act outrages. In the country, where
there are no constables under salary, the punishment
of criminals is very uncertain, as the county consta-
bles will not spend the necessary time for the work
unless paid forit. Thus, whea a dynamite qutrage
is committed, there is no one to do the work of a de-
tective unless the Government pay men to do it.

Now, why should this not be do2e? 1 am satisfied
that these criminals could be secured if good intelli-
gent detectives were put to work. Let the public,
therefore, put the blame where it belongs. I do not
write this as an opponent of Mr. Mowat, for I have al-
wags supportzd him, and I believe that he is honestly
enceavouring to do his duty ; but I cannot say as rauch
respecting the head of the department which has the
control of the license department and Scott Act

- enforcement. . TEMPERANCE,



