
THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN. txsEi 4h ~o

treated, rcndered it onty a maiter ci justice ta prescrit
the ather side of the case. But 1 have not occupied
su mucb space merely for any controversial purpose,
but becatise it uave an oppartunity oi exhbiting the
working of diffèrent schcrnes. Stili 1 should much
rather have been engaged tri consultation' wîth breth.
ren holding different vicws, camparing difèent modes
of working, cndeavouring tu leara from the experience
of other bodies, and helpirig to devise a scheme suited
ta aur condition. 1 also regret that wbat 1 have wnt-
ten may appear depreciatory ai the Free Church. 1
have no Jesire ta exait ane Church above another. I
appreciate the efforts of that body as sincecely as
those who cannet sec anything beyond it. In
th.ù matter of ministerial support, she bas talcen
the lead amati., the Churchts ai Bnitain. Her
rich cangregations have shewn a liberality ini tbis
matter unsurpassed. 1 do flot kriow that it bas been
cqualled anywhere, anid it was by the stimulus af iheir
example thar bc United Presbyterian Church was led
ta the efforts by which site bas reachcd ber preserit
position ini tbis matter. And 1 believe that we cari
learri mucb ftom the study cf lier pians, and especially
the modes ini wbîcb tbcy arc worked oui. la shewing
that tbe United Presbyterian Churcb had raiscd tbe
standard cf mîntsteriai support ta a bîgber level than
that ai the Fr"e Cburcb, I only stated what bas been
declared by the leadîng men af the latter. Lîlce wîse
men, instead of denyiag or explainiag away the faci,
they urge it as an argument ta stîtaulate tbe members
of the Frec Cburcb ta greater exertions. As ta the
United Presbytertaa Churcb, again, 1 readily admit
that she bad une great advaatage. Her members,
bowever poar, had always been traîned ta giving. StilI
1 believe that the manner in wbîcbsbc bas devcloped
the spirit oi self-support aniong hier weak congrega-
tiens, is as wartby ai admiration as the splendid liber-
alîîy ai tbe wealthy congregitiaas af tbe Free Church
and as important for us ta, consider in iraming aur
plans. Should 1 not be regarded as occupying to
much space, sametime 1 may iurther discuss some of
these matters, flot in any controversiai way bowever.

GEORGE PATITRSON.

A N OLD-SdHOOL PRESB 'TERIA N'S OPIN-
IONS ABOUT CRERDS OR CONFESSIONS.

Ir. A creed or confession, 1 take ta be, thai inter-
Preltion of the lic/ Scriplures, which i r an>' aller
man belie-ves to ée really thec orrect one; this interpre-
talion as my creed, as 1 believe il, and my confession,
as 1 declare it ta others.

;I. Saine Chrislians wosdd have no creeds or con-
fessions ai ai. Yoit ak .,-hat as their crecd, anid with
an air of uncommon wisdom and g'iodness, the
preacher hands you a copy ci the New Testamnent and
immediateiy begins ta pre ch. "Vcry g.iod,»you say,
"but very incarisistent I expected you mertly toread,
but the moment you begin ta picach, you begiri ta inter-
pret the Scriptures, and that interpretation af yours is
yaur creed or confession."

Some people thirik îbey cari avoid creeds by gelîing
what tbey caîl the pure Bible mbt their iieads. The
truth is, no marn can, in any case, get aay more ai the
pure Bible ieta bis head tbanjust his awn interpreta-
lion of it, and that interpretation is bis creed or con-
fession. Where is the advantage? The creed ier
there, and the incoasistency with it.

j. Saine Christians woitti have no tvriten ý-red or
confission. Ii believe my inierpretation of Scripturc
ta bc correct, theri bnesty and z.-ai in Chfist's cause
wouid naurally Iead me ta bave it publ shed and weli
uaderstoad by aIt the membets of the Church. WVhat
reason should prevent me front doing so, unless 1 have
a icar that the members ai my Churcb m.y f.llow me
op, and find out wbat my cieedi is, oi- perhaps detect
hcîerodoxy in il ? I do nat, howcver, suppose such
Christians ta have fears ci this kind; for very
many ai îhem publisb their sermons, 0 incorisist.
ency ! They call eut against writteri cr:eds, and yet
publislx their cr-eeds in written sermons.

4. Soine CAristiani say the Lord never intena'ed
Y ceds Io be ucd in 1hk ClimicA. Then, I woader, wby

He commaaded Hîs servants ta preacb, for a man
cannot preach wiîbauî preaching bis creed.

*ç. Saine Chris fians would go in for a very s4ort
or broad.-reid. Short bere, ta me, means broad. Men
now-a-days are riot likely ta devote very much study
ta a ci-ced ; and, thereforc, there cari be no advantagc
in sbortcning a ci-ced, uriless what lit taken from the

lengtb go ta the breadthb; aind this mnay be donc v,îth,
el.istic ideas, as wcil as wîîh elasîic substances.

In short, these Chrîstians say, "la creed should be
broad enough ta admît. as members cf tbe samne
chutcli, ail evangelical Christians "-bis would mean
iaptists and Poedobaptists, Armiiî,kisnsd Calvinisîs

-for ail ai these are evangelical. Vcry well, notbing
tbat was disputed on, cauld get a place ini tbe creed ai
tai cburcb. As the Bapliat and l>ocobaptist cani-

not agi-ce sbout bantism-baptîsm could neither be
preached nar adminîstered. As the Armîiniar and
the Calvîniat cannai agi-ce about tbe parts '%bich God
and man perlai-m tin the wark cf salvation, aothîng
cauld bc preachcd about the parts wltîch cutber migbt
perfoaim. And as to goverrient-iri a congregation
made op ai evangelical Preàbyterians, Congregation-
alîsîs, and Anglicans, there cauld be no gavernment
whatever, but tht-t of Il ach mari doing what wvas right
tinbisawn eycs." A queer churcb it would be-a lady
wîth seven heads under one crowa, tbe crecd of out-
ward unîîy, only, unlike the scarlet lady, she would be
harmless and kind.

Then, how cou. * sucli a cangregati.n agrec in cati-
îng a pastar, unless every mani ignore bis cwri peculiar
tenets (wbîcb ta him would be îgnortng some part ai
the Word of God) ? The mari of lte:-i chaîce must be
a Baptist, Paoedobaptîst, Armintan, and Calviniat, ail
in crie--a clcrical contradiction and monstrosity.
Then as ta the pastor and bis work aller hîs setuie-
nient, bis mind wauld require ta have as many hues as
the chameleon, ad every sermon tu bc lîke Joseph's
coat oi many colours.

6. el church wlA a defin ite, lengA>', wrilfin or wveI
under.rlood scr:)otural creed, like our own, is li~e on?>'
one mn wvhics ail the Pneenbers of tAe congr:Ciion clin
be edsied or -work harnoniousty together. Tbey ail
agree mainly iri ibei- doctrinal ideas ; anid su the ser-
mon that edifies crie, edîfies aIl. The pastor is En foul
harmariy with tbeir scriptural creed, and su is in bar-
înony witb bis people in doctrine, worsbîp, gaverri-
ment rir discipline. " They ail wiîh crie mind and anc
motîîb gloriiy God," iri accordance with tbe apostolic
injunction.-Ram. xv. 6.

OBiJECTIONS TO CREEDS.

.z. TAc>' Ynake Peoj6le narrow and decided or dog-
matsc in their v:ews a/ tAe Iruth. WiIl, truth is a
very narraw îbîig; Ilwhite is white, and riot white
and gray." The greater knowledge we get of a thirig,
the mare definite and aarrow aur opinions about it
become Wheri 1 knnw a tbîng ta be black or gray,
my knowîedge is not very definîte; but wberi 1 have
fourid out the tbing ta be only black, then rny views
respccting it are narrow, definiie,and dngmatic. Nar-
rowness ai tbs kînd ta not a bad tbîng.

z. Creeds /ead ta great discussionzs in the CAuch.
rheri supposing îhey do, discussion ta a very goad
îhîng wheri prcpcrly uScd. Discussion and confr
crice are twa of the bcst bugbways ta the discovery
and apprehiensian oi truth. Discussion is reckoneda
splendid and mast useful îhing tin science, poliîmcs, and
1mw, why should it nnt be a gond tbîng in religion? 1
wander wby some people tin meek barrai- turn op their
eyes at the idea oi discussions tin r-ligion. Discus.
sioni is anc ai the very best means ai agîîatîng the
ideas and presenuing ta the mind the variaus phas-:s
of trutb whereby aur knowledge grows; and as young
minds arc continually cornîng into the warld, and have
ail ta learri that their seniors lemrned belot e tbem, la
refuse them the right ai discussion would be tu i-cluse
themn onie of the best mearis oi attaining ibeir end.

j. But relhgious discussions kad Io i/t -fetin g.
Neyecr, whcri partie! are concrrned cnly ini finding out
the trus. If hurrnr prîde ta ini tbe way, îî may be
bumpcd a lutte; but ill-feeling does not theorctically
icllow discussion; and it nced net do su practically.
We bave ail seecn 2gain and again the most lively dis-
cussion ini a Poesbytery meeting, and yet ail parties
saale hands heartily at the close.

4. But creeds art man made. If so, sermons are
also mari-made; nevertheless îhey are preacbed by
divine aîithority. Yea, and priated tao, cisc ail de-
nominations bave made a mistake ; therefore creeds
whîch are sermons ai dactrine bave divine authorîty.
Some decry creeds Ilbecause," tbey say, Il bey are
but man's interpretatian ta the WVord ai Gad ," sa they
go for the pure truth ta the WVord cf God, and think
îhey have got at something better tlaa a man's inter-.
pretalion. Tbey farget that, at the utmost, they cari
only gel ait their awn interpretation which is but a
man's-and that thing which tbey despise, a ci-ced.

Titerefore ail af the pure truth ibat a mari caa get aIL ini
ariy case, ta but tbat wbich la contairied in bis own
interpretationr or ci-ced.

. Crezsgroru. Trutb daca net grow ; and a ci-ced
ibat correcîiy rellects the trutb will net grow cither-
any acre than an Image reilectedl in.- imirror will graw,
excepi the object it represents graw also. If ci-ced.
can prcperly grow ini any serise, it will he in the
mînuienesa, accuracy, and clearriesa wiîh which tbey
represent the îruîb ; but tbciî ibis would be grawih
in a direcu.on wbîcb ibe objectai-s ta long creeds do
riat lîke.

6. Bu: ci-ceds are a barnier ta Christan fellowsAid
bet-ween lit/erent dienominatons. As already sbcwn,
we cannai get quit ai creeda, unless wc get quit afiln-
terprc-.ians. How then may creeds bc muade tbe
lcabi bai-rier > By unîîîng as many Christians as tbirik
alike in crie churcb, tiader o-Ae creed, creeds became
net a bari--er, but a bond, not a corse, but a blcssiag.
As ta fellowsbi p between différent denaminatiens, dif-
ferent ci-ceds need no more dîsîurb il, than dilferent
shades cf polîtical opiniaon dîsturb felluwsbip bctwcen
different ladies ef Her Majcsty's loyal subjecîs.

Ayton. ALEX. NICOL

à4ARRIAGE IVITH A DkCE44SED WIFE'S
SISTkR.

MR. EDITOR, Ini ry fiorner lciter 1 adduceA. part
cf tbe pruai tbat mariage wiîh a maîbe-'s bratbes
wiie is directly prohibiîed in Sci-ipture, and that it is
net (air ta dlaim that mari-age as crie cf a lisi af in-
ferential additions ta the Mosiac statute. The longer
the list ai inferential additions cari bc muade ta appear,
the mare presumiptive eviderice there will be that mar-
nage watb a deceased wifc's sister is lo be uriderstoad as
prcbibitcd by implication ; and tbe amaller the dimen-
sions tu whicb such a *ist cin be meduced, the less
probability rentama in favour ai holding such marriage
probibitcd. 1 pointed oit that mariage witb a fathbes
brather's wifce is prohibiîed, and that the grourid con
wbicb il is probîbiîed is "lShe is thine munt,"l and that,
therciore, every aurit ccmes urider tbis prohibition,
riat as a mat.er cf inférence, but as dii-cctly as it was
possible for legislatiari ta pi-avide. Biut if aIl tbis will
rat satisfy those wmth whoni 1 arn reasaning, theri ]et
tre adducc aixotber ferra ai pi-caf, anîd point out that
in Lev. XXL 20, alliance witb an Ilunclels wife I is for-
bîddcn in as express positive terras as could be
used ; but a mani's mather's brather's wifc is bis uncle's
wiie. If sa, theri with wbat show of reasari cari this
mariage be paradcd as cric that must be put in a liai
of inferential additions? Wc ibus strike out oi such
a list mariage beîween a faiber and daughtcr, and
marriage between a nepbew and aunt, and rcckon
hâth these as posîtively and cxpressly forbidden.

However, I do not think the position a saond cre
that r.u mariage alliance sbould be regarded uriscnip-
toi-ai orless it ta expî-essly rnentioned tin the prchbited
lîsi. The mariage cf uricle and niece is îlot men-
tîoned, but 1 cari sec na reason why iucb a marriage
sbouid be heid ta be permittcd, when tbai of nephew
and aunt ta prahbbted. The î-elalîoaship ta precisely
the same iri eacb case, and the îtearness of rela*tion-
sbîp sîmply is that whîch is muade the grouad *pr-
hibitior. In the anc case the measurenuent is back-
wards in the gencalagical table, in the aiber ît la for-
wai-d over the vei-y same space. But ini like mariner
it is contended that the i-elatiansbip betwcen a
wmdower and the wife oi bis deceased brother, ta pi-e-
cisely tbe samne as that between the same widawer
and the sîster of bis deceased wiie. Thai Seripture
docs flot vîew the crie relation as ideritical wîth co-
equivalent ta the cîber is proved by the following
lacis, vi:., in no cîrcumstances was a Jew enjoîined ta
mar-y the latter waman, whcreas hie had na choice in
cert.-in circumstances but ta mai-ny the lai-mer or- be
disgi-aced ; in cther circtumstances bis taking hier is
branded as an "'unciean tbingIl wherea,, whcn poly-
gamy was tolerated, tbougb neyer approved, the
strangest abjection taken ta bis rnig the second
sister, even while thé first was living, is based an con-
sideratians ai vexation, and rot cf moral turpitude.

I do net, in conclusion, profess ta be absaluîely
fi-ce frem ail difficulty or daubi ; but itis rot the mari-
rier cf the Bible ta leave a griîat moral question toi-est
on grounds su remate and obscure as thase on whtch
the alleged prohibition in this case la said toi-est. The
argument for it, appears to me strained and inconclu.
sive ; the opposite view may nat bc quite fre. fi-rnt
diiculty aise. But more than a doubt is rcquieed as
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