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viow of things, is only ashining bubble on the waves.
Nor is ho influenced by u love of sordid gain. What
ho desires, as to this world, is, plain food and raim-
ent; the rost hio loaves to tho covotous, proud, and
voluptuous sons of fully.  But ho is influenced by an
ardeat dosiro to promoto tho good of men. It af-
fords him more pleasure to sco them happg. than to
fool himsolf great; and ho rejoices more abundantly
in their prosperity, than in the possession of houses
and lands.  Another motive by which ho is in-|
fluencod, is & desire to glorifly God. The di\'iuol
glory, in itsell, is otornaily the same, and can uoithes
rocetve addition, nor suffer diminution; but as the
heavens declare, or mamfest, the glory of creating
power, so the conversion of a sinner declares, or
wanifests, the glory of renewing graco: and in this
way, the teacher who is iustrumental of converting
a siuer from tho error of his way, glorifics God.

Those who disperso knowledge, meet with various
success, in their lubour of love. In some instances,
duluess in those who are taught, will provent com-
ploto suceoss; in others, carelessness ond inattention
produce the same effect.  Some reject counsel with
proud disdain ; and others, who receive it with joy,
noglect to improve it afterwards.  But, in a fow, the

ood seed takes deep root, and flourishes abundaant-
y. But, if a wise man should not meet with suc-
cess in every instance, he is not woary of his work,
kuowing that is reward is with Ged.  When a plous
hiusbandman sees his fields covered with abundant
crops, he is truly thapkful; but, if that be not the
case, having used the means, ho bows down in silent
submission. 1o who sows the sced of knowledge
does thesamo. Success revives his heart ; but when
his prospects are the most unpromising, he can say,
The will of the Lord be done.

But, after ll, the encouragements of a wise man, in
this blessed work, ar considerable. Heavon
similes upon him ; his conscience approves of his la-
bours ; good men bless hin; and great rewards
await him m a future state. In that blessed world
rowards will not he measured by success, but by the
sincerity and zeal of thoso who have laboured in the
field of God. Go on, then, yo sons of wisdom. If

;ou do good, bo thankful; if not, never mind it.
You are in the way of duty, and that is the way of
honour and happiness. Tho plans of Ged are not
ahways successiul. Perverse men frcquently frus-
trate his gracious purposes: aud shall we wonder
v hen the same cause produces similar effects as to
our fecble exertions? Let us do what s right, with
promptitude and firmoess, and then leave both our-
selves and all our concerns to him who cannot err.

The best men that have lived in our world, from
the earliest ages to the prescat day, have been employ-
ed in teaching mankind. All the boly prophets, the
incarnate Son of God, and the inspired apostles,
scattered the sceds of knowledgo farand wide. We
should endeavour to imitate those bright examples ;
and, if at any time our hands hang down, may we
consider how steadily thoy persevered, amidst dan-
gors and discouragements. The object which we
have in view is of infinite importance ; for, if one
soul be brovght to God, by our united labours, we
shall bo abundantly repaid. The salvation of one
soul in an age, is worth the united labours of wise
wen in all ages. But there are myrids nosw in heaven,
and thousauds on their way thither, who have been
rescued from darkness and death, by the instrumen-
tality of wiso and good men. To God, the author
of all good, be ascribed the honour and glory, both
now and for ever! r'he highest honour of man, in
this good work, is 1erely that of an instrament.
The Propbets, the Apostles, the Ministers of Jesus,
and all who have dispersed useful knowledge, unit-
edly acknowledge this great truth.  And yet, such
is tio condescending gooduess of our God, that the
wise, who turn many to righteousness, may expect
a glorious reward ; for, Tacy that be wise shall suine
as the brightness of the firmament ; and they that turn
many to raghicousness as the stars for ever and ever.
Dan. xii. 3. May this precious promise excite in us
tho greatest diligence, and thomost ferventzeal ; and
may our united labours bo lx.onourcd with the divine
blessing, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen !
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SFICKEDNESS OF ABUSING A IORSE.
By Rev. Mr Picrpont,

The sins which wec commit, my children, against
the brute creatures of God, when we subject them
to unnceessary suffering, are sins against God their

Creator. Shall we believe according to the declara-

tion of his holy word, that a righteous mah regardeth
the life of his beast, and not believe that a righteous
God will regardit? He heareth the raven cry; and
shall he not hear, and will he not avenge the wrongs
that cry out against man from youth to nge, in the
city and the field, by the way and by the fireside ?

ook out into the strcet. Sce that cartman!
What has thrown him into such o pussion? The
street echoes with the crack of his whip.  His horse
stung almost to madness, springs forwerd to cleur
himself from bis confinement—to disengnge himself
from his cruel thraldom. e is met by o blow with
the londed end of the driver's whip.

Whence comes this drendful struggle between that
manly spirit of a brute and that brutal spirit of a 1nun ?
\Whence comesit? The man has loaded the horse
beyond his strength,  Every ounce of the gencrous
creature’s weight has been thrown forward ogain and
again, but in vair ; and now comes the reprouch, and
now the lush, nud the curse, und the staggering blow,

Ruhteous God ! who gavest that noble animal his
atrength, and his spirit ; s that monster, thatis thus
beatiog him, & man? the man whom thou madest
him toserve?  God of battles! who has kindled the
fire inthc horse’s glorious eye, ¢ clothed his neck with
thunder, and has made him to mock at fear, and to
turn not away from the sword, that he might help
man to maintain his rights, and defend s rightcous
case,—is 1t to such a creature as this, that thou hast
made bim to be in subjection ?

But, perbaps, the man in form is no Jonger a man,
He has thrown away the only thing that had raised
uim nbrve the brute.  He has drowned his reason in
acup. | He is drunk, and his gencrous horse must suf-
fer!” How much nobler is the brute that is beaten,
than thy brute that beats him !

*Stoyy degraded wretch ! you shall not thus abuse
your hdse P—~But hark ! hie replies :—¢ 1t is my hurse,
and haw I not a right to do what I will with my own?*
I answir :—* He muy be your horse, but he 1s yours
for use, not forabu e’ Ianswer again :—¢ You have
not n fight to do & wrong either with what is your
own, a with whatis not.”” The Maker of this horse
is your Maker also, and your Judge. He fees the
sufferisg which you inflict upon the faithful and de-
fencelzss subject of your power ; and although he has
scalec up the dumb creature’s lips, so that he cannot
plead for himself against you, yet what he meekly and
patiently suffers © m your cruelty will plead for him,
and if more mercy 1s not shown to you, than you show
to your beast, it will bring down upon you the right-
cous judgment of the Lord.

MINISTRY OF THE APOSTLES.

Conceive tho Apostles of Jesus Christ, the Tent-
meker, or tho Fisherman, entoring, as strangers, into
one of the splendid cities of Syra, Asia Minor, or
Greece. Conccive them, I mean, asunendued with
miraculous powers, having adaopted their itinerant
system of teaching irom human motives, and for hu-
man purposcs alone. As they pass along to the re-
mote and obscure quarter, whero they expect to
meet with precarious hospitalit}y] among their coun-
trymen, they survey the strength of the established
religion, which it is their avowed purpnse to over-
throw. Everywhero they behold temples, on which
tho utmost extravaganco of expenditure has been
lavished by successive generations: idols of the ost
cxquisite workmanship, to which, even if tho religi-
ous feeling of adoration is enfesbied, the poople are
strougly atcached by national or local vanity.  They
meet processions, in which the idle find perpetual
occupation, tho young excitement, the voluptuous a
centinual stimulant 10 tiwir passions. 7 hoy behold
a priesthood, numerous, sometimes wea'thy; norare
these alone wedded by interest to tio cstablished
faith; many of the trades, like those of the makers
of silver shrines in Ephesus, are pledged to the sup-
port of that to which they owe their maintenanco.—
Thoy pass a magnificent theatre, on the splendour
and success of which the popularity of the existing
authoritics mainly depends ; and in which the serious
cxhbitions are essentially religious, the lighter as
intimately with the indulgence of the bascr passions.
‘They behold another pusblic building, whero even
worso feelings, the cruel and the sanguinary, are
pampored by the animating contests of wild beasts
and gladiators, in which thoy they themselves may
shortly play a dreadful part,~—

“ Batcker'd to moke a Roman koliday!»

Show and spectacloare the characteristic cnjoyments
of tho wholo people; 2zd every show and spectaclo
is cither sacred to thoe roligious feclings, or incentive
to the Justs of the flesh; those feclings which must
be entirely eradicated ; thoso lusts which must be
hrought into total subjection to the Iaw of Cbrist.—
Thoy eucounter likewise itinerant jugglers, diviners,
magtcions, who imposo upon the credulous, and ex-
cito tho contempt of the cnlightened; in tho first
case, dangerous rivals to theso who should atternpt
to propogate & new faith by itnposture and deception;
in the lattor, naturally tendiug to projudice the mind
aﬁainst all miraculous pretensions whatover: here,
like Elymas, endouvouring to outdo the sigus and
wonders of the Apostles, thero throwing suspicion
on all asserted supernatural agency, by lﬁo frequen-
ci' and clumsiness of their delusions. They meet
philosophors, frequently itincrant like themselves ;
or teachers of new religions, pricsts of Isis and Secra-
pis, who have brought into equal discredit what
might otherwise have appeared a proof of philauthro-
py, the performing laborious journeys at the sacrifice
of personal easo and comfort for the moral and roli-
gious improvement of mankind ; or utleast have so
accustomed the public mind to such pretonsions, as
to tako nwn{ every attraction from theirbolduess or
uovelty. There are also tho teachers of the different
mystories, which would evgross all tho anxiety of
the inquisitive, perhaps excite, even if they did not
satisfy, the hopes of the more pure and lofty minded.
Such must have been among the obslacf;s whieh
would force themselves on the calmer momeats of
the most ardent ; such the overpowering difficulties,
of which it would be impossible to overlook the im-
portance, er elude the force ; which requirednosobor
calculation to estimate, no laborious inquiry to dis-
cover; which met ond confronted them wherever
thiey weat, and which, either in desperate presump-
tion, of deliberate reliance on their own preternatu-
ral powers, they must have contemned end deficd.
The commencement of their Jabours was equally
dishearteaing, and ill calculated to keep alivo the
flame of ungrounded enthusinsm. They begintheir
operations in the narrow and secluded synagogue of
their own countrymen. The novelty of their doc-
trine, and curiosity, secure them at first & patient at-
tention; but as the more offensive tenets are dovel-
oped, the most fierco and violent passions are
awakened. Scorn and hatred are seca working in
the clouded brows and agitated countenances of the
leaders: if here and there one is ¢ pricked ip the
heart,” it requires considerable moral courage to uc-
knowledge his conviction ; and the new teachersare
either cast forth from the indignant assembly of their
own people, liable to all the pnnishments which they
are permitted to inflict, scourged and beaten; or, if
they succeed in forming a party. they givo rise to a
furious schism; and thus appear before the Heathen
with the dangerous notcrioty of having causeda v -
olent tumult, and broken the public peace by their
turbulent and contendous harangues: at all events,
disclaimed by that very people on whose traditions
they profess to build their doctrines, and to whose
Secriptures they appeal in justification of their pre-
tenstons, ‘They endure, they persovere, they con-
tinue to sustain the contest against Judaism and Pa-
ganism. It isstill their deliberate, ostensible, and
avowed object, to overthrow all this vast system of
idolatry ; to tear up by the roots zli ancient prejudi-
ces; to silence shrnes, sanctified hy tho veneration
of ages, as oracular; to consign ally those gorgeous
temp:es to decay, and all those images to conterpt;
to wean the people from every barbarous and disso-
lute amusement. They must have anticipated the
time, when the indignant priesthood should lament
over the desortion of the luzurious Daphne, and seo
their unrepaired tefnples crumblo away, whilo their
own stipends aro withbeld, and their persons treated
with contempt. For it was not the object of the
Apostles, that their religion should be received into
the community of gods; .thoy enforce total and com-
plete subversion, extermination, extinction. They
will not be content that Christ be admitted into the
Pantheon; the wholo edifice must be cleared for his
reception, and tho whole ’;.uarry of gods cast to the
moles and to the bats. That such men shouid at-
tempt this, should persevero in attempting, thus
against hope and against roason, yot at the same
timo display the prudenco and promptitude with
which Paul, for instance, availed himself of the in-
scription, * To tho Unknown" in Athens; thatthoy
should thus unite the desperate rashness of the fana-



