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distinguished by the vigour of the re-
productive functions, and old age is ac-
companied by a diminution or aà cessa-
tion of these functions. Ln manhood
the if e is so vigorous that there is a
surplus of exiergy ai-d material which
goes to the formation of ncw individu-
ais. Now this state of things holds good
with England as a nation. Every year
her surplus fertility swarni, over into
her colonies as well as into foreign coun-
tries, founding, new cities and uew com-
munities, and carrying hier arts and civ-
iization and languagye to the farthest
parts of the earth. Another distinctive
feature in the individual is, that in youth
and manhood damages to structure are
more easily repaired than iii old age.
When decay sets in there, is a decrease
Of elasticity in the tissues, and hence the
greater difliculty in setting up the heal-

n Cess In youth the reparative
processes are vigorotîs and the effeots of
hurts and bruiseg soon dis4appear. We
do not require to go any further back
than the era which, according to Mr.
I3 oodle, marked the bheginning of Eng-
land's decline, to see that she has a co n-
lititution which stili possesses very via-
erous reparative powers. The Indian,
mutiny threatened at one time to de-
prive her of her m-ost valuable territory,
but a tremendoxs efl'ôrt was put forth,
and the rebellion at first so formidable
waa crushed in a few mionths. The oldevits of administration, were swept awayand a new era of jUstice to the Indian
PeopleB was established. The chronicstate of rebellion in Ireland, which Mr.Boodle counts Upou agsur inoEngland's decay, is far aegsur iu tomanage thani it was a t one tine; thepresent crisis in thatconr

niay poof oftits- ustice is thelone
thing necessary to cure Irish discontent.
Our noble Euglish Premier deljvered
themt froîn an alien church. hie lias now
delivered themt froni a acis]ndlordisin. And the tint i ot~ fad-
tant when the Irish people Will recog-
fise that England desires to deal justîy
with them. Previons to the flrst Reform
Bill, England governed ber colonies in
an arbitrary and despotic fashion; they
were treated solely as sources of trade,
and little heed was taken of thieir right
as free citizens of the empire ; but a
change of ideas took place, the right of
self-government was conceded t' the
colonies, the full management of their
own aff.irs was, granted thein, England

asking for no privilege other than that
given to any foreign country ; and now
hier colonies, instead of being in a chro-
nic state of discontent, always on the
brink and somitimes actually in rebel-
lion, are peaceful and prosperous coin-
niunities, a source of strength instead of
weakness to the mother country.

At the time of the A mericani civil war,
it was thouglit and hoped by many An-
glo-phobists,that the failure of the cotton
supply would be the turning point in
England's greatness, and many prophets
were as confident as Mr. Boodle that
there would not be strength enongli left
in lier to resist the tremendous strain on
the resoturces of lier manufacturing
classes; but every one knows how their
predictions were falsified ; how aIl class-
es came to the aid of the cotton workers
and the difficulty was more easily over-
comte than had been anticipated. Many
more illustrations could be )given to
show that in the parallel between the
life of an individual and the life of a
nation England is a long way fromt the
decay of old age. The last fifty years
have seen great progress mnade in every
thîng which, promotes the welfare of a
nation. Crime and pauperismn have reI-
atively to population diminished to a
large extent ; a national systemt of edu-
cation bas been established, which, pro-
mises great resuits, and what is perhaps
of greater consequence, riglit ideas of
what education ouglit to' be have ad-
vanced. Lt is no longer supposed that
a knowledge of the dead languages
and literatures of antiquity constitutes
an education. Nobody but a pedagogue
now proposes to throw light on any
question of English politics by the
opinions of Platoý or by a chapter of RO-
mani history. The political opinions
and governmental practices of nations,
on whom the idea of human irights had
not dawned, in which women and chil-
dren had no legal riglit to their lives
and slavery was the normal state of
things, can be of very littie use to us ;
they cari forai no examples for our guid-
ance. One of the Most cheeririg fea-
tutres of the present day in England, is
that notwithstanding the lugnbrious
forebodings indulged in on the subjeet,
the general loosen,,ing of the theological
creeds is not attended by any percept-
ible loosening of the restraints of mor-
ality. Lt is beginning to be recognized
by thoughtful minds that morality is
something distinct front religion and
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