
A PLEA FOR DE1IOMI[NATIONALISM.

M UCH has been written of late in the JOURNAL on the questiont
of '<Christian Unity," and it appears thiere is stili c" more to-

follow." lIt is a inatter of rejoicing that the decidcd trend of ail the-
ehurches is. at prosent, in the direction of greater friendliness and
brothcrhood, and that, eacli is approaching the other %vith the
extended ri-lt hand of fellowship. But taking a conjunct view of
the wliolo situation, it is questionable whether a union of thein ail
would be bcst for the spiritual health and vigor of the churcli at
large.

If there is one thingr iore than another that an earnest ininister
of the gospel wvould liko to, kmiow Iiow to acquire. it, is the mnost effiect-
ual method of rcaching the hearts of the groatest possible number of
people with the truths e'X. the gospel, and thus furthoring Christianity
in the world and glorifying God in heavon. And, if lie does noV
ineet with that success whîch lie would like, the writer holds, that.
it is not owing Vo, the existence of the various Christian denomina-
tions in the rnidst. This asscrtion the wvritor wvill endeavor to estab-
li.-h on three grounds.

First, on the grounds of the beauty of the qysteni, Let no one
now say that the author of such a staternent, has no idea of what,
beauty really is. What is beauty ? Wherein does it consist ? lIt
consists in unity amidst variety; multitude in uni ty. Look at the
human hand, what a beautiful piece of inoulding iV is. Wel, we.
say it is a good illustration of these denominations. Lot chc fing-ýrs
represent the denominations, though we are not 'wont to, look at
them in such friendly proximity as the. fingers are to, tach other,
but get thom extended out to their grcatest possible distance; and.
as the fingers unite in the palm, so these denominations are united
in Christ. But blond the fingers into, one, and you not only destroy
thoir boauty, but .also their usefulness. You frustrate the ends for
which they were made. In the he&tvens above, on the eaxtha beneath,.
and in the things under the-earth,.we-ha,*e this samnenemo of struc-


