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PLEASANT HOURS.

Noew Year's 1887.
“'HE OIVETH THR YRARS.”

T1r years are his gifts for our using,
They are ours by the grace of his lovo,

And are blessings to us by our choosing
To live for the crowning above,

The yoars are for us what wo make them,
For each day has a blessing in store,

Aud cach hour has its gifta if we take them,
And heaveon has eternally more,

The yecars aro our days of probation,
Let us then in the name of the Lord,

With full faith and with glad adoration,
Live always as taught by his Word.

"LESSON NOTES.

———

FIRST QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THK OLD TKSTAMENT.

B.C. 3875.) LESSON 1. {Jan, 16.
CAIN AND ABEL.
Qen. 4. 3.16. Commit to mem. ve. 9.12,

GoLpex Trxr.
Am I my brothor's keoper? Gen. 4.9,

Ocrrivg.
1. Abel.
2. Cain.

Tiux.—3875 B.C. Itisontirely uncertain
when this incident occurred. "The date
given is the dato, according to our chron-
ology, of Seth’s birth—which, *we think,
occurred soon after Abel's death {(Gen, 4.
25), and because Cain alludes to certain
ones wbo would kill him—and the one
hundred and thirty years gives the nceded
time for the sproad of population.

Prack.—Outside of Eden. Gen. 3. 23.
Hero bc{in the wandenngs of the human
race.  Whero this first home outsido of
Eden was wo do 1ot know,

ExrLaxaTIiONs. —In process ¢f time—After
many days, as time went by ; Pcrhnps at
tho end of the year of labour.  Fruit of the
ground—Vegatables, grain, and any produce
which they had lenrned to cultivate and
raise.  Firstlings of his flock—The first-borir,
perhaps lambs of the flock, or kids of the

oata; at all events, a sacrifice of life.

{ad rezpect —Was pluased with the sacnifice,
and showed it in some way, so that both
brothers understood.  Countenance fell -
As every man’s countenance falls when heis
angry— Eyes downcast, mouth drawn down
in a scowl. Sin lieth at the door—Cominen-
tators differ. Perhaps it means, *“ If thou
doest not well, thou art committing sin
against me.” Unto thee . . . desire is in-
terpreted in two ways: First, The younger
brother shall still look up to you, and you
shall be his superior.  Second, Sin, though
it desire you, shall yet be under your
control, if you will. Cursed from the earth
—DPerhaps, thou art cursed and banished
from the land in which thou hast dwelt
Every one that findeth me shall dlay—\Who
would find him? Perhaps Adam apd Eve
had many sons and daughters at this time,
who wero scattered cver that (and, and
children born among them. Lord set a
mark—God gave a sign or mark to Cain as
proof that he ahould not Le slain.

TrACHINGS OF THE LEssox.

Where, in this lesson] are we taught—
1. The necessity of atonement ?
2. The danger in yielding to anger?
3. The certainty of punishment for sin?

Tar Lssox CatecHisy,

1 Who was the first murderer®
2, Whom did he murder? His brother,
Abel. 3. What led Cain to hate and
murder a beother?  Because God accopted
Abel's sacrifice. 4. What did Cain say to
God after he had slain his brother?! **Am
1 my brother's keeper?” 5. What was
Cain's penalty for murder?t He became a
wanderer on the carth. 6. Against what
sin does this lesson warn us? Against
anger, which may lead to murder.

DoorriyaL Sucersrion. —The ruin of sin.
Catecnisy QursTiON,

3. When did God create man? After the
creation of the earth, God made man to be
the chief of his creatures upon it.

Izaiah xlv. 11, 12.  Thus saith the Lord,
« .. 1have mudc. the carth, and ecreated

Cain.

b man upon it.

LESSON 1V,
NOAN AND THE ARK.
Gen, 6, 922, Commit to mem, vs. 17, 18.

Gorprx TEXT.
Noah did according unto all that the Lord
commanded him, Qen, 7. 5.

QurLiNg,
1. Noah.
2. The Ark,

Tiux.—Fifteen centuries after timo of
lastlesson. Thoycar 2348 B.C. Andas yot
there is no kingdom founded amony men.

Praor.—DPerhaps the high table lands of
Central Asia.

ExpranaTioNg.—.Make thee an ark—This
means a vessel for sailing, and is a dtfferent
word from that translated **ark " when the
ark made by Moses is described, It is the
samo word as the word naming the little
ark in which Moses was saved,  We use
boat in tho samoe way. Qf yopher tcood—
The weight of modern authority scems to
favour ca lin% this word cypress, thongh it
is not certainly known, Diteh it . . . teith
pitch—Paint 1t with bitumen, nside anmd
outsido, filling all the crevices,  T'hivis the
JSashion—The proportion, or relative appear-
ance, the actual shapo is not given. "hrec
hundred cubits—6,300 inchies, calling the

B.C. 2348.] {Jan. 23.

cubit 21 inches, or, in length, 625 feot. A
windowe . . . in a cubit .. . abore—~What
this means it is hard to tell; perhapan
coursy of windows one cubit down from the
edgo of the roof,

Tracuizas or Tnn Lesson,
Wliero, in this lusson, are we taught—
1. The value of good company ?
2, Tho evil effects of bad company ?
3. God's caro for those who love him?

Tux Lessox Catecuisy,

1. What was tho character of men
after the fall ? Thoe world became
very wicked, 2. Who only was a good
man? Noah., 3. What is said of Noah in
the Gutbrx Teat? ** Noah did,” ote.
4. What did God warn Noah that he would
do? Destroy all mankind by a fluod.
5. Wha did he command Noah to do? To
build an ark. 6. *"lhat good example mmay
we find in Noal'  Ubedience to Goﬁ.

Ducrhinat.  SugeesTiod.—God’s  wrath
agninet sin,

CaTrcnIsM QUESTION,

4. How was man tho chicf creature on
earth? Hecause the Creator made man m
his_own image.

ienesis i, 27. So God c¢reated man in
l‘tis]o‘\\'u image, in tho imnge of God created
ho him,
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CANADIAN

METHODIST MAGAZINE

FOR 1887.

Volumes XXV. and XXV ; 1,200 Pages;
250 Tino Engravings.
$2.00 a Year: $1.00 for Six Months.

MagaziNg and GUARDIAN or \VESLEYAN
togother, $3.50.

W. H. WITHROW, D.D.,, P.R.8.C,, - EDITOR.

ILLUSTRATED ARTICLES.

OUR ILLUSTRATED SERIAL WILL BE

““In the Trades, The Tropics,
and the Roaring Forties,”

LANDS op TR Binne, 111
Missiox Livk AND WoRK 1N CHINAL
Ox T Cotoravo. II.

Her Masestv's ToweR.
EniNsunen, OLD AND NEW,

Davip L1VINGSTONE.

And pumerous other articles, copiously
and handsomely Illustrated.

OTHER ARTICLES.

Tur Lkss Kxowx Poers or Mgrruopiss,
by the Rev. Dr. Willinms.

THR Suxpay-Scioor a3 A CexTre, by the
Rev. Dr. Carman.

St Joux Lawnexcg, by the Rov. Alex.
Langford, of Winnipog.

MrrHoDISM AND SvuNDAY-SCitooLs, by the
Rov. John Philp, M.A., Montreal.

MapousE LITERATURE, by Dr, Daniel Clark,
Supt. of the Lunatic Asylum.

Wauy ax I A MeTHODIST? by the Rov. Geo.
R. Crooks, LL.D

By Lady Brassey, with 90 Fxquisite Fngra
vings. This series, which will run through
most of the year, describes a recent journey
of 14,000 mlics m: the Yacht Sunbean:, :
Another important Series of Articles will !

“OUR OWN COUNTRY,"”

most of which will be handsomely illustra-
ted. It will embrace

Across THE CosTiNENT, by the Editor,
Being Notes of Travel from Toronto to
Victoria, B.C.; Trips among the Rock
Mountains, ctc.—Several Papers, with
copious Illustrations.

‘Tur CaNaviay Paciric RaiLway, by the
Marquis of Lorne.

AJso Ca¥aDIAN LiFe aND Scexkry, by the
Marquis of Lorne.

Tux Nonti Pactric CuasT AND A1ASKa, by
John T. Moore, Esq.

THr RIvERr SAQURNAY: IT3 GRANDEUR AND
173 GLooy, by Rev, Hugh Johnston, B.D.

Inpran Missioy Work oy rTux Pacivic
Coast, by the Rev. W. W, Percival,
Victoria, B.C.

Tue Dosixiox or Caxapa : ITs Resounces
AND 1718 DesTiny, by D. E, Cameron, Esq.

Missioy Work :N THE NorTH-WesT,

Tur Duty asp Divpictrty or Tae Fresen
Wokk.

Missiox WoRrk IN
vINCES, and

Li7E AND LABOCR 1IN THE BERMUDAS.

TuE MaritisMe Pro

ANOTHER ILLUSTRATED SERIES WILL BE

AT THR ANTIPODES, by the Rev. T. Bowman
Stephenson, L1.D.
Tur Britisu PRINCES 1IN THH SOUTHERN |
Sras, by the Sons of the Prince of Wales,
Souvexiks oy Jonux Wesrky., With En.
gravings of many of the places and things |
with which he was intimately related.
Tue. Laxp or THE SKy. Sketches of Travel
in the High Alps. By the Editor.
AsoNG THE Srice Israxps, Sketches of
Lifo and Adventure in Java, Sumstra, otc.

Fatier Marrnew axp His Work, by the
Rrv. W. McDoaagh.

Tuxr Scurr Acr AND Prouisition, by the
Rev, B. B. Keefor.

St PATRICK, THX APOSTLY. OF IRELAND, by
the late Thomas Guard, D.D.

Demasns asp  DipricurTies or MODERN
Uxserizy, by Rev. W, Harrison.

MixigTens oy WHeeLs, A Bicyclo Tour of
Twenty Ministers through Cana?s. By
the Rev. G. S. Barnes, Ph.D.

FaMots MEx axp Woses,  Second Series.
HeRr MaJesTy's MaIL,

City MisstoN SKETCHES.

NATURAL SCIENCE PaPERS.

Live axoxo tue Lowry, e1a

Tur. Higner Lire,

RxLiciors IsTELLIGRNCE,

Book Revizws,

Many other Papers of special interest and
importance will be given.

OUR SERIAL STORY

“ Tur Preacier’s DAUGHTER,” by Mrs, E,
A. Barr, author of ““Jan Vedder's Wife,”
is a tale of great power and pathos, Wewill
alsu publish aputher story to bo heceafter
announced.

Our Premium for 1887

Is the best yet offered.  Sixvov Hornses, Tne
Caurexte®, by the Rev. Jackson Wray,
author of *‘Nestleton Magna" and ‘¢ Mat-
thew Mellowdow.” ‘The k is of fasci-
nating interost, and will be read with avidity
hy both old and young. It ia w volume of
356 pages, illustrated and handsomely bound,
only 35 cents, only onc-fourth the regular
price.

Somo schools have taken ten copies to
circulate instead of libraries, as being fresher
and more attractive.  Send for special rates.

Address—WirLiay Bxices, 78 & 80 King
Strect East, Torouto; or, C. W. Coates,
3 Pleury Street, Montreal; Ruv. 8. K.
Huestis, Halifax, N.S.

t
ARNUALS FOR 1888,

A‘«‘I\'iscr, Boards .eviveseransienses $0 35
"

Cloth, , 070
Band of Hope .....cvu0s, 03
British Workmnn..,.. tesvessnasess 050
Boys' Own Annual, Cloth.......... 200
British Workwoman .....iv00000ee 0 80
Babyhand ....coviieiieiiiiiniioes 075
Chiliren’s Treasury, Boards ... ... 035
Child's Own Magazine, Boards. .. ... 035
' o ‘“  Giltedges 2 50
Cliatterbox, Boards......cocv0eeeees 1 00
N Cloth ........ec00s e 178
Children’s Fricnd, Boards.......... 0 50
. “  Cloth ... 070
. ' ** Giltedges . 0 90
Child’s Companion, Boards. ......... 50
o “ Cloth ........ 70
Every Girl's Annual, Cloth ....... 00
Every Boy's Annual, ., ..... 00
Family Friend, Boards ........... . 060
" “ Cloth.....ocovn s 70

. ‘“ “  Gilt edges....

Friendly Visitor, Poards ... ......

" “ Cloth............

“ * Gilt edges..
Girls' Own Annual, Cloth
" (1}

Infants’ Magazine,

“ " oth .....0vuee
‘ Gilt edges .
Boards.......
Cloth ..
Little Mcen and Women
Lci:uro Hour, Cloth

(1}

Little Wide Awako,
(1} L .o

.............

Quiver .......

Sunday, Boards ..........c0vuuee

Sunday at Home, Cloth
" 1]

“

Worthington's Annual ............
Wide Awake...... .. eieeiin o
Young England, Cloth .........

NEW YEAR.

New Year has come, and we would remind
our Custouiers and the Qeneral Public that we have
an Inuncose stock, carclully chosen 1n the Lest

" BOOKS.

We have {n endless varicty Books untcarable and
otherwise, full of picturce and httle mdlnf. in big
type, for little * tuts™ mmli avle to walk. Then
books profuscly illustrated with intensely interesting
and instructive stories, vound attractively, for older
boys and girls. Hcllday Git Books, Poums, Rlogra-
phics, Annuals, Tales of Adventure, Standand Works,
Authors in scts, such as Dickens, Scott, Parkman,
Taabella Hirg, Georgo Macdonald, Hushin, Lytwon,
Moody, Macaulay, Hallam, Hume, Gibbon, et eto.,
sultable for oldor people.

CARDS.

We have a lot of Xmas and New Years Cards,
which we will sell chrap to clear them out,

Many of our purcharers secw tired of cands, 30 we
have provided for their wants in nicely bound

LITTLE GEMS

of booka, beautitully illustrated and not exponsive.

BIBLES.

We have a grand stock of Ribdles, In a varioty of
bindings, small and large. Teachers' and Famlly
Editions at the lowest prices.

HYMN-BOOKS

In all ctylos of bindings, very sultable for presenta,

STATIONERY.

A choloe variety of Note Paper and Envclopes—by
the quire or ncatly boxed, very low in price.
0o lnx‘to the quality, Falrchild’s Gold Pens and

P -
encls IN A WORD,

Wo have nearly everything you want, Come and see
us before going elsewhere,

REMEMBER OUR PRICES
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ARE LOW, AND
THAT WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSULD 1n anything
in our line. Again, wo ask you to

GQIVE US A CALL.

Or it you live at a distance send in your orders,
telling us what you want, and they will have careful
and prompt attention,

Send for—

Our Large Cataloguo of Gencral Booka,
Qur Ltst of Music Books.
Qur List of Recitation Books.
Qur List of Bibles  Oxtond, Colling, and Bagster,
Our List of Hymn Books,

List Is separate and givos prices and full
description. Stat post free on application.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
PopLisuer,
78 & 80 iline S1. Fast, ToroxTO.
C. W. COA%‘ES, Montresl, Que.
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. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N. 8. -! 2
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