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THE QUEBEC DIOCESAN GAZETTE.

there,” andput & word in his mouth,-—
whoever he may be,—even as in tho case
of Balaam, aye, and even though he be a
Balaam,—a word that has in it the issues
of tife and death (it may be) for you. God
ix pleased to send you a gift of priceless
treasure, in an carthen vessel. He is
pleased *“ by the foolishness of preaching
—Dby its unadorned simplicity, independent
ol all aceessories of eloquence or learning
or outward grace, *“to save them that
believe” Lo quote again from George
Herbert  quaintold English, whieh should
be familiar as houschold words to overy
Inglish Churchman and Churchwoman:—

“Judge not the preacher: for he is thy

judge!
I thou mislike him, thou conceiv'st him

not,

God ecalleth preaching  folly,--do not
gradge

I'o pick vut treasure froman carthen pot:

"Phe worst speak Something good;—it all
wanl seuse,

Gud  takes the text,
Puatience.

He that gets patience, and the blessing

and preacheth

l’rc:}vll:lxt".‘rs conclude with, hath not lost

his pains.”

Tt is dangerous, brethren, to neglect
attendanee 0. ministrations thus Christ-
appointed:—it is dangerous to withhold
your reverent altention when you are
present, and the vuice of CLrist’s messen-
ger is sounding in your ear;—it is danger-
ous fo allow yourselves to judge or critie-
ise the manner or form of the message.
St. Paul says “It is required in stewards
thata man be found faithful. But with
me it is a very small thing that I should
be judged of you, or of man’s j»dgment;
yeg, I judge no% mine ownself, * * * * but
he that judgeth me is the Lord. There-
fore judge nothing before the time, tillthe
Lord cometh.” Che one serious considera-
tion for cach man is—the use he is called
upon to maice of this ministry of preach-
ing,—to render it effective for his own
henefit and that of others.

In conclusion let us glance at some of
those forms of duty which the view of the
Christian Ministry may suggest as ne-
cessarily arising out of it.

Tirgt, then, UsE the ministrations thus
offered,—use them faithfully, diligently,
thankfully. Supposing one of the mul-
titude were to have refused o take his
share of the bread aud fish from the hand
of the apostle charged to provide him

with it,—say trom Judas,—and to have
said that he would rather receive it from
aunother,—from Peter or John,--or (perhaps)
directly from the Lord Himself;—would
he bave had any right to complain, if, fov
want of the 1. jected gift, he had fainted
on his homeward way? Andso the Church,
acting under her Lord’s commission, has
appointed those officors through whose
hands shall pass to each of her members
his or her portion of meat in due season,
and those ministrations which are to be
themeans of its communication. Hence
it is one of the foremost duties of the
Christian life to seek the appointed por-
tion in the appointed manner. Nor have
vou any right to expect a supply of
spiritual sustenance and growth in grace,
unless you seek it in this appointed way.
Aud this, as well in the public ministra-
tions of the sanctuary, as in the form of
private sounsel and direction, which your
appointed Parish Priest is commissioned
to imnart. (Go to him with your ditficult-
ies, your doubts, your sorrows. Be as-
sured of finding in him oune whose heart-
felt sympachy aud ready attention will
always meet your approaches to him.
You will find that he values the privilege
of being made use of in this way perhaps
almost more highly than apy other privil-
ege he possesses. And be assured too
that whatever you may confide to him will.
be treated as a sacred trust. You may
speak to him f{reely and fully, as to no
other; knowing tbat he is bound by a
solemn obligation to keep your couusel
inviolate. Not even a court of justice can
demand the revelation ~f anything thus
confided to him. It is i aportant that this
should he clearly known—that it is not
only the Roman Church and the seal of
confession to which this privilege is
attached, but that it extends to all spirit-
ual communications made to a Clergyman.
Secondly, do your part in PROVIDING FOR
the ministrations of religion. This is a
point on which Scripture is very plain.
“They who wait at the altar are partakers
with the altar. Even so hath the Lord
ordained that they who preach the Guspel
should live of the Gospel.” Hence what is
contributed to this object is to be regarded
as the payment of a debt, not as & gift.
Thirdly, ENCOURAGE your Clergyman,
You often hear the expression *‘strength-
en ” such a one’s “ hands,”—referring to
Moses’s friends, Aaron and Bur, who, while



