
THE OWL.

bic strcngth; with the complication and the
distinctness of nature hierseif " ; and I
may add that if Language be-as it surely
is-one of the chief agencies by ivhiclî we
cive an enduring " local habitation and a
nine " to v'iewless thoughits and-para-
doxical as this niay seern-disguise the
sanie, neyer was there a mens better
fitted to an end than this nmagical Greek
Tlongue, %whose very words are pictures.

Mie mian who spake withi this tongue
as mani neyer spake before or since %vas,
ini hinîself, a study. H-e had ail the patient
attention to detail that is une o>f the in-
fallible signs of tow'ering ability. His
Mrations, and especialiy this " On the
Crown,I arc iigh-lty edifices, buiît froiîî
iowest founidation to topmiiost pinnacle
with a scrup)ulous attention to smiall things
that reveals the grandeur and the grasp of
the man's intellect. He had that miaster-
fuidomiinant wviiI-powcr, that hierGulean
endeavour to wrestle dovn every obstacle,
a perseverance that is conjoined only with
geniu. ; f'or this ungainly stutterer, iwhose
ridiculous prenuniciation of the letter "4r"l
calied cut the coarse taunts of the Athienian
miob, and whose shrill quavering voice
could not originally be heard beyond a

-? sinil circle, so far overcarne Naturce hier-
self, that, when lie Iisted, language flowcd
froni his lips swecter than hioney, and that
and oie like the blast of a trumpet, awed

adstilled and rose loud and clear above
the deafening clamnours of the storniy
popular mecetings of bis day.

Arnd closely allied to this perseverance
of his hie had that pride, which is only
virtue carried to exccss :what g.enius the
gods above hiad given inii, lie did not
bide under the emp)lty affectation of uncon-
sciousness, and whiat lie had done and
sacrificcd and dared for Athens, lie was
flot abashed to tell the Athienians face to
face.

Hc had that power of concentration
within imiiself, that philosophic folding of
the nmantde round imii, that <' love of love,
that hate of hate, thNxt scorn of scorn,"

which belong to a poet ; for 1)emosthencs
wvas a poet in the truest and highiest sense
of the word,-a piees, a maker and an
embodier of Thoughit.

And yet this great patriot and greater
orator wvas not a type of perfection in
liman character. 1He whlo hiad spurned
the gold and the flatteries of the King of
Macedon ; lie whlo liad poured out bis
own resources for love of Mtiens and hiad
freely given bis tinie to the service of bier
citizens ; lie whose whole litc had been,
so to speak. a. sermion on pi'triotisni and
an exposure of fraud-this saine Denios-
thenes, in onc of tbese seasons of weak-
ness-I know not what naine t:) call it;
God aionc knoiveth-in one of these fits
uf inconsistency that, it is said, sonietinmes
corne to the bravest and to the best, sold
his honour to Harpalus, Alexander's faith-
less minister, and suffcred iniiseif to be
bribed witbi a paltry gtlden cup ! Alas!1
Alas!1 Well nîight Thomnas à Kempis
write in the later centuries, «"Let t/cc fzl/ of
Mhe mzglz/ty serv-e tlic as a warzing, anzd
kee5 /iec aivays hzimb/e."

But, all things considered, if ever a
man's single work, out of niany, bodied
forth bis truc character, that single work
is Deniostbenes' " Oration of the Crown."
WVhoever would study the lines of the
mental portrait of the world's. c grcatest
orator, alinost unconsciously sketched by
Iimiiself in honour and with truthfulness,
while limning the vcry different picture of
bis rival, niust takze the tinme-honoured ad-
vice to study the ma.n's work, if hie would
understand the man himself. And this
slight cssay wili have achieved inuch if it
turn the re-aiwakcned attention of even
one lover of Greek to the rich mine of
wealth-a mine that cannot be too deeply
worked-contained in this richest part of
the great estate of oratory, in this very
î)erfect exponient of huniiian genius, and of
the niajesty of a. tongue, w~hose law ivas
beavenly beauty, and whose brcath en-
rapturing music.» J. I. IV.


