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.5. Th'le strong points in fa.vor of thlis plan are:
(1) The course of study lias the. ighrest educational

value-a fact, sui-ely, of the first importance.
(-2) It enjjoys, the advantage that, is, alwvays urged iu

favor of? the class or year syst-im that it fosters a desirable
cspviilt dc corps, and so furnishies ac powerful stimulus to the
student to keep up %vitil his year.

6. Its weak points are:

(1) Ail men, however tliey inay differ iii preparation
and aptitude for study, are assigned the saine ta-slzs. Strong
and weak xnust pull the saine Ioad. it becomnes galling to the
man whio is slow but sure, andl set-, a rather higlii premiuiu on1
the studfent whio ean lcarn quickly, thiougli lie inay bethe otler's
inferior in real «.bilitv.

(2) In it.s low pass mnark it disregards the fundaiental
principle that thoroughiness lu work is essential to the highiest
mental discipline.

(3) It discouragres the slow student -%hlo is impatient
with superficiality, and so robs himi of the buoyancy of spirit
and deligzlit in bis w'ork mvhich lie iniglit, have under more favor-
able conditions. On the other biaud, it na y conipel others to
spend four years on that, Nvhichi thecy couldl advantageously dIo
in thiree.

Thiese three are inseparable, froni the yea«.r systein.
(4) It involv'cs hardship for students whlo, thougrl

stroiig inii nost, departmnleuts, are hiopelessly Nveak in one. For
example, a student uiglfrit be debarred froiu graduation by
exception-al in-ability to, learn mai.thiemai«ties, although, be it said,
sticl exceptional cases may bc muet by a littie practical grood
selise.

I.This differs f rom the foregoingr iu offering au extensive
systemn of options. Two observations should be imde iu order
to, muake £cear the nature of the, changes involved.

(1) Lnstead of one fixed course a large numnber of
courses -are offered. AlreUiest ieHrad vt ul
a. systein, becomnes littie mnore than a congeries of sniall colleges,
cadli -with a, small staiff of teachiers and a small attendaxice of
studcnts.


