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departnent they should be utilized for J.he in-
formation and instruction of the public through
a reguliar bulletin published mnonthly or oftener.

PROVISION FOR INvEsTICATING by the heaith
departient the cause and source of aill special
outbreaks -f infectious disease in man or animais
reported] thereto vould b necessary. It woNuld
be the duty of the provincial anthorities to see
that ntinicipalities emiploye- prompt means to
remîove any cause of epidemics or of a high rate
of mortalitv. If the provinces did not do their
duty in this regard, there should be provision
whereby the Federal authorities could aet in this
bliehalf; just as the Provincial Authority may
now step in and act when a municipality neglects
to act. The quarar.tines, and the department of
the Dominion analyst, shouild e under the con-
trol of tie he.ilh department. In this way,
without interfering with the autonomy of the
provinces, the Federal authorities while educa-
ting the people in health snhjects and creating
a general interest therein wotld have, as they
most certainly should have, a certain controling
influence over the lalth interests and require-
ments of the peuple. A plan with details, very
similar to the above ondine, including provision
for henih reports, has been before the public
for years. It has been endorsed by both the
Medical Council and the Medical Association of
the Province of Ontario, and was considered
and adopted four or five years ago at a meeting
Of medical Members of the Senate and Commons
along with many medicail practitioners not
nembers of parliament-robably the largest
and'most representative meeting of the kind ever
convened in Canada, and a committee vas
appointed which urged it upon the Governnent
and received a promise that it would receive
consideration.

AT rTHE BANFF MEETING of the Canadiar.
Miedical Association in August the President of
the Association, Dr. H. P. Wright, of Ottawa,
referred at much length to this subject. le
said: In Ontario we have a board of health in
good working order.. .. If each province were

equally well equipped, and ail united to assist a
central board the number of lives ainually
saved tu the counuy would be very great,
thuigl difficult to estiniate. .... We, as a pro-
fession, otught to consider ourselves one great
department of health, rcady, as individuals, to
devote some of our lime and energies to the de-

velopment of its aims ..... Now is the tinie to
act. Let us have petitions signed in every
district throtughout the country. Legislators are
willing to listen, and, among the medical

ieinbers of parlianient. never vas there "such
a strong feeling aroused as tu the necessity of
some central responsible bod> to look after the
health interests of the )oiinion." The great
merit of this subject is my excuse for dwellinig on
it at such length. I hope it mnay not prove to
lie a "vain reletition," and that my successor
may he abie to announce from this chair next
year that somet.ing lias been accomplished.

TuE GRFAT INFLUENCE of the niedical pro-
fession, if properly exerted, was referreu 1o by
Dr. W'right. fie also alluded to the suggestions
relative lo a Dominion iealth department made
before tic Association a fev years ago by the
late lamented Dr. R. P. Howard, of Montreal,
and also to Dr. R\oome's notice oi resolutior be-
tore parliament, which was highly approved of.
Dr. Wright said : "The importance of such a
movement can hardly be over estimated." "I
hope that resolutions passed here to-day niay
effect legislation in the near future. It is high
time our Parlianems recognized our Medical
Associations, and if they do not, we ourselves
only are to blame. And we are blamnewortliy,
to our reproach lie it said ; for, are ve not, a,
the belligerents of disease, the natural guardians
of the public lealth ? And should we not be a
unit, not of apathy, but of earnest activity, in
ail matters of sanitary legislation ? Can anyontie
for a moment imagine that if each medical
practitioner would exert iimself in faor of some
one movement, which bas for its sole object the

prevention of discase, the protection of the
people and the prolongation of life, that tha t

objcet would scon be attained ! Gentlemen, it
is our duty to exert ourselves. It is our duty
not only to support meastures affecting the public
health, but, as medical associations, to bring
them before the notice of the diflerent goverm-
nients, ar.d, as individuîals, to «ain the personal
attention of our representativ. i parlianent.
for surely we should be faniliar vith the iec,-
sities of sanitary refori- long before a body -
legisiators composed chiefly of lawyers, mu -f
commerce and agriculturists. Let us then lie upi
aud doing, and while others go before the lec-
tors preaching national wealth. let our watch-
word ailwaysand ever ie-NATIONAL. 1IEALTH.


