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the littie eidron te corne unto M~e and
fo 'ýid thcmi not, for of sucli is the hilngdomn
of God.'

Infants were admittod into the Jewislh
Clhurcli by circumeision, and sho féecs sure
that, hiait our Lord intondod that they
should ho oxcluded from the Christian
Church, Hie would hava said so. Thon,
too, did n"ý ýý. Paul haptize whole house-
holds 2 And are wva to suppose Ébat they
contained no chidren? 2Li truth we have
the testimeny of ail the Christian centuries
in favour of infant haptism. Every goera.
tion fromn the flrst bas practised it, as in
aceordanca with the mind of Jesus Christ.

3. Third!3y, '"à~ 3ap.rists attacb great
importance to the outr --d and visible sign
in baptism. This is apparent in their
places of worship. In most dissenting
chapels it is the pulpit that occupies the
place of bonour. Jroaching is the chief,
almost tho only, ordinanco. In chureli ne
lknow it is the aitar, and the sacred feast
colebrated thora, tui whichi the Chiristian's
thoughits are chiefly direceod.

The font indeed occupies -- place of
dignity, and is rcgardcd vit- rcvercnce,
but it is near the door, to signif- that
baptism means admittance inte the flouse
of the Lord-thaL the washiL..-; with the
holy 'waters is the first stop in the Chris-
tiaui's lite. But 'when ne corne to the
Baptist Chapel the font stands in the most
conspicuous part, as figuring forth the one
groat ordinance of tho Baptist communiLy.
It is foit on enterbig that that vhich is
symbolised hore is regardod as the chief,
perbaps the only, crisis in a m.-n's spiri-
tual lite. And se the members of this
donomination are vory scrupuleus about
tho ritual to ha observed on the occasion.
They condemn the practice wbich prevails
in the Western Churcli of pouring water
upen a part of Jýhe body. A baptismn to be
real and effective they insist must be by
immersion. Ana for this among other
reasons they say they hold aloof frorn the
Churchi.

Now our answer to sucli a plea must ho,
in the first place, that the Prayer B3ook in
ne vwise forbide theû immerSion Of ýpeeple.

Its direct ion,' in fluet, is to tho opposite
effct-that ordinarily, where no reaçen
exists to Élie contrary, the child shahl be
iminersed. Tiiere is nothing to prevent
parents so wisipg it from having their
child pasced iute the Baptismal waters.
And cortainly ne mnust admit that this
illustrates bost the lang-uage of S. Paul on
the subjeet.

]3ut supposing there ie the danger, as
thoro is with infants in our northern
cliniato, of injury to the health. Then tho
Chureh, following the spirit of ber Mastor's
teacbing, whichi inclinod to mercy rather
than sacrifice, allows the water to be
poured upon the brow.

It is a question, indced, whother among
tho Aposties it was customary to baptize
hy immersion. Thore are several iixstancz:s
in wbich ne should almost gather tlud the
Sacrarnent -\vas adranisterod i tti., eth(er
way. At any rate, is it net superstitious
to say that the virtue of Baptisui lies in
the quantity of watcr more or less tbat is
useal? The Church talhos tho common-
sonse and liheral view of the matter. Tho
powoer of the Sacrament cornes not frein
the ;vater, nor the words, ner the clergy-
mnan, but froin Goa, who has eommanded
its use.

Thera are two thoughlts whichi ne may
profltahly tak-e away frorn our Baptist
friends.

'irst, their tory existence as a separate
body is a repreach te the Chutrcli ot Christ.
We Oughit tilt of us to e o Much bolier,
mucli more consistent Christians than no
are. The evils et which they complain
should not ho fotund in our xnidst. A
Churehman and a Communicant sheuld
ho L-newn for bis groater dovotion, his
ontire honesty, bis unworldhiness, bis
charity.

It is tory shocking that the crimes of
the wçorld sbould alipear among the children
et the Church. The world bas a right te
expeet something botter from us. Stiti
more, Christ expects something botter from
us. Te 'whom. much bas beau given, frorn
them shall muci ho roquired. Ile that
kinow~s bis Lord's WiI a-na dees it net, ahaïï
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