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Lesson XI.

« THE SIN OF ACHAN

December 14, 1913

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—The Lesson follows immediately upor that for last Sabbath.
GOLDEN TEXT—Be sure your sin will find you out.—Numbers 33 ;: 23.

Memorize v. 13.

6 And Josh’ua rent his clothes, and fell to tho earth
upon his face before the ark of the Lord until the
1 eventide, he and the elders of Is'racl, and ? put dust
upon their heads.
E 7 And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord God, wheteforo
. beat thou at all brought this people over Jor’dan, to
¥ dehiver us into the hand of the Am’orites, to 3 destroy
- .us? would to God we had been content, and dwelt ¢ on
o the other side Jor'dan !
8 O Lord, what shall I say, $ when Is’rael turneth
g their backs before their enemies ! N
5 Fer the Ca’naanites and all the inhabitants of the
and shall hear of it, and shall ¢ cnviron us round, aud
. cut off our name from the earth : and what wilt thou
do ° unto thy great name ?
10 And the Lord said unto Jash’ua, Get thee up ;

I wherefore 8 liest thou thus upon thy face ?

M 11 Is'rac] hath sinned, 'and they have also trans-
3 gressed my covenant which I commanded them : 10 for
= they have even taken of the U accursed thing, and have

2also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have 2 put it
cven among their own stuff. .

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Joshua 7 : 6-15.
Joshua, chs. 7-11.

Study Joshua, ch. 7. Read

12 Thercfore the childrea of Is’rael 13 could not stand
before their enemies, ' but turned‘their backs before
their cncrnies, beeauso they B were accursed @ neither
will T be with you any more, except yo destroy the
¥ accursed from amoag you.

13 Up, sancufy the people, and say, Sanctify your-
selves against to morrow : for thus saith the Lord
17 God of Is’rael, There is ¥ an accursed thing in the
midst of thee, O Is'rael : thou canst not atand before
thine enemies, until ye take sway the ¥ accursed thing
from among you.

14 In the morping therefore ye shall be brought
1 according to your tribes : and it shall be, that the
tribe which the Lord taketh shall come ¥ according to
the familics thereof ; and the family which the Lord
shall take shall come ﬂ'g{ bouscholds; and the household
which the Lord shall take shall come *! man by maan.

15 And 1t shall be, that he that is taken with the
1 gecursed th'm% shall be burnt with fire, ho and all
that he hath : because he hath transgressed the cove-
}mnc (l’f the Lord, and becausc he hath wrought folly in

s'racl.

Reovised Version—: evening ; they ; ? cause us to perish 7 would that we ; ¢ beyond Jordan ; * after that
N Israe) hath turned ; ¢compass ; ?for; ®artthou thus fallen ; ® yea, they have even ; Yyea ; ! devoted ; *even
putit; ¥cannot ; 1 they turn ; ¥ are become accursed : [ will not be ;¢ devoted thing ; ¥ the ; '8 adevoted thing ;

o 1? pear by your ; *° near by families ; 2t and ; 2 near.

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. S. C. Bailey, Secretary, 56 Old Bailey, London,

England.)—M.—Isrsel defeated, Josh. 7 : 1-5.

from God, Acts 5 : I-11.
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EGYPTIAN WEIGHING RINGS OF
MONEY

In spite of the Lord's command, that all the property
captured in Jericho, except the metals, sbould be de-
stroycd and that the metals should be putio the Lord's
tressury, an lsraclito named Achan took for himself
4 a oostly embroidered closk of Babylonish manufacture.
a tonguc-shaped bar of gold worth about $500 and silver
to the valuc of aRbout $130.  After the tnking of Sericho.
Joshua sent s detachment of his army agninst Ai:
but thess wero defeated scd driven back. Vs. 1-5.

I. IsraEL DEFEATED.—$, 7. Joshua ront his
clothes ; in token of sorrow and distress (compare
Gen. 37:29, 34; 44:13). “The clothes wero torn
in {ront over the breast, yet not for moro then a band-

T.—The sin of Achan, Josh. 7 : 6-15.
7 :16-26. Th.—The people reencouraged, Josh. 8 : 1-8. F.—Israel victorious Josh. § : 9-23. S.—Nothing hid
8.—A solemn warning, Num. 32 : 16-23.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

W.—Judgmert, Josh.

breadth.” Pell to the earth ; in agonis=ing prayer-
Before the ark; the symbol of God's presence-
Put dust upon their heads ; also a 6ign of inourning-
Whorefors hast thou, ete. In his distress, Joshua
almost throws the blame of Isracl’s defeat upon God.
Amorites ; onc of Canaan's chief tribes, bere put for
all the people of the land. Would to God, etc.
Compare Num. 14 : 2.

8, 9. Iaras! hath turned their backs. Sec the
story of their flight in vs. 4, 5. Canaanites ; the
“lowlanders'” of the Mecditerranean coast and the
Jordan valley. Cut off our name ; destrey usas a
nation. What.. for thy great neme (Rev. Ver.) 7
The defent of Isracl means dishonor for God : the people
of Canaan would say that Ho was not able to give
His paople the victory.

II. SIN REVEALED.—10-13. Tho Tord said..
Got thes up ; asharp rebuke : the cause of thedefeat
was to be sought clsewbero thanin God. Wherefore
. . upon thy face ? Complsining to God. as if He had
suddenly changed or hsd forgotten His promise.
Israel hath sinned. Tho wholo nation were held
guilty until they had brought home Achan's zn to
him and punished it. Tho &£n was fourfold: (1)
Transgressed my covenant ; disobeyed tho com-
mand of ch. 6: 17, 18 regarding the dovoted thing
(Rev. Ver.). (2) Stolen ; theft. (3) Dissemblod ;
practically lying in the conceslment of the stolen pro-
perty.  (4) Among their own stuff: sacrilege,
robbing God. Therefore..Israsl cannot stand
(Rev. Ver.). Sin was tho cause of tho crushing defeat.
They are become accursed (Rev. Ver.). By keop-
ing amongst thom the thing which should have boon




