THE HARBINGER.

MISERIES OF INDOLENCE.

None so little enjoy life, and are such hm—‘

dens to themselves, as thuse who have nothing
to do—for

¢« A want of occupation is not rest—
A mind quite vacant is a mind distress’d.”

Such a man is not of God’s order; and op-
posing his obvious desiun in the faculties he
has siven hini, and in the condition in which
he has placed him. Nothing therefore, is pro-
mised in the Scripture to the indolent,  Take
the indolent with reecard to exertion. What
indecision! What delay ! What reluctance !
What apprehensicn }—"Yhe slothifal inan says,
« there is a lion without, and I shall be slain in
the street.>—¢ The way of the slothful man
is a hedge of thorns; but the way of the
righteous is made plain.”> Take bim with re-
gard to health, What sluggishness of circu-
lation! What depression of spirits ! What
dulness of appetite!  What enervation of
frame !-—Teke him with regard to temper and
enjuyment.  Who is pettish and fretful 2 Who
feels wanton and childish cravings? Who is
too soft to hear any of the hardships of life ?
Who broods over every vexation and inconve-
piences? Who not only increases real, but
conjurés up imaginary evils, and gets nosym-
pathg-from any one in either 2—Who feels
time wearisome and irksome 2—Who: is de-
voured by ennui and spleen 2=Whagsnpress
others with their company’ and_{liesd@ensori-
ous talk 2 The active‘oiily have the true re-
lish of life. He who knows not what it is to
labor, knows not what it is to enjoy. Recrea-

tion is only valuahle as it unbends us; the’

idle know nothing of it.—I* is exertion that
renders rest delightful, and sleep sweet and
undisturbed.  That the happiness of life de-
pends on the regnlar prosocution of sume laad-
ahle purpose or lawful calling which engages,
help, and enlivens all our powers, let those
bear witness who after spending years in ac-
tive, usefulness retive to enjoy themselves.
Prayer should always be offered up for their
servants and wives, and themselves ton. The
indolent are 2 burden to themselves.— W. Jay.

BUILDING ON THE SAND.

¢ And every one that heareth these sayings
of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened
unto 3 foolish man, which built bis house upon
the sand: and the rtain descended, and the
fifhds came, 2nd the winds blew, and beat up-
on that house, and it fell: and great was the
fall of it.?>—St. Mathew, vii. 26, 27.

The fishermen of Bengal build their huts, in
the dry season, on the beds of sand from which
the river haus retired. When the rainsset in,
which they oiten do very suddenly, accom-
panied with violent northwest winds, the water
pours down in toirents from the mountains, In
one night multitudes of these huts are fre-
quently swept away,and the place wherte they
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stood is the next morning undiscernible. A
traveller states :—

It so happened that we were to witness
one of the greatest calamities that oceurred in
Eaypt, in the recollection of any one living.
The Nile rose this season three feet and a half
above the hizhest mark left by the furmer in-
undation, with uncommon rapidity, and car-
ried off severol villages, and some hundreds of
their inhabitants, I never saw any picture
that could zive a more correct idea of the de-
luge, than the valley of the Nile in this season.
The Arabs had expected an extraordinary in-
undation this year, in consequence of the
scarcity of the water the preceding year 5 but
they did nat apprehend it would rise to such a
height. They generally errect fences of earth
and reeds round their villages, to keep the
wateT from their houses ; but Ihe force of this
inundatinn bafiled all their efforts.  Their cot-
tages being built of earth, could not stand one
instant the current; and no soaner did the
water reach them, than it levelled them with
the ground. ‘The rapid stream camied off ail
that was before it ; men, women, chidren, cat-
tle, corn ; everything was washed away in an
instant, and left the place where the villaze
stood without anything to indicate that there
had ever been a house on the spot.— Weckly
Visitor.

MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE,

AFrIca.—AL the recest Jubilee Meeting of the
Baptist Missionary Suoctety, the Rev. J. Crark,
(Missionary from Africa), s scconding the Resolu-
tion, spoke to the followmg effcct: My feelings are
of & pecubiar descripiion. I know that there are,
_within these walls, hearts glowmg wuh love (o the
Divive Redeemer 3 1 kuow there are many here
who have poured out their heaits at a throne of
zrace, on behalf of the Reggemor’sKingdom. 1 am
also per<u:ded that ther€fare very many in Lins
sudience who have off red up the'r supplication, im
an cspreial manner, for the success of the Mission
10 the cuast of Western Africa.  'The resolution is
one of a deeply interesling character, and one
which affects iny heart. It refers to the African
rece, and [ have laboured among them for meny
years. 1 feel a pecuhar iuterest i them, vot alto-
gether on account of the oppressions under which
they have groaned, but alu0 m cunsequence of tueir
darkness and their superstition. 1 rejuice, n the
words of the Resolution, that God, as the God of
all grace, hus given power to the word of his truth
proclaimed in Jumawcz, and that such wonderful
effeets have been produced by it. 1 rejoice in bear-
ing iy humble testimony to the zcal and fidelity of
my brothcr missionaries in that land. (Hear, hear.)
I have lorg Leen intimalely acquamnted with them
all, and 1 know what their feelings have, many
times, Leen, as well -+ my own, in keeping back
from the churches thase whose views of repentance
were not so clear as they desired.  Often tears have
flowed from our eyes whea we have been obliged
thus to act with regard 10 persons whose change of
character testified that a good work had been began
in them. (Hear, hear.) With respect to Africa,
you arc aware that missionarics have laboured there
nearly fifty vears. NMostol you arc acquainted with
the labours of the devoted missionaries in Southern



