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ON THE DUTY OF PURLIC FASTING
AND PRAYLER, ON ACCOUNT O “I'tlLS
CHOLERA.

The pestilence has once more visited our land,
and God 1s agam, by this sore judgment, speakimg
to us aa a cammumty, and callingon w3 to humble
ourselves before him, awd trn from our infquines,

We cannot regard 1t as, by any means, a favors
able mdication of the pie*y of the provinee, that us
yet, so far an we have known, no awthority, either
ecivil or eccleamnstical, have been sending forth
inonition or recommendation to the people to set
apart a eenson for prayer and snppheation, with
fasting before the otlendod Magesty of Heaven.
It now same six or et weehs simce several
of the winiviers of our churely, m this ey, had 2
conference, lirst apongst themselves, and aftes-
wards with some nunstors of other denoming-
tiony, tegarhing the eapediency of appay g to the
Covernor General, o reconuncad or appomt n
day for fasting and prayer, on wecount of the sins
wlnch nught greatly eapose us as a people to the
vistauon of the pestlence 5 bt as the evil waa
then at u dictance, and ne there was,in the part
of some, n besitation about deing whiat might even
appenr to othiers to be offictous, nothnsyg was done
in the matter.

‘The Chulera, however, is now amonygst us, and
though it has ot get mamfested the mabygnarn
form which 1t assumed w1632, and 1834, its
ravages ure auict a3 uay well mduce alarm even
amongat the most thoughiless.

We are guie sure that all our people would
readily comply with auy call wlich Sessions or
Preshytenes might address to them, for setting
wgaut aday for fasting and prayer, in their ceveral
congreganous; and perhaps it mught be well if no
more geaerad appomtment or recommendauu,g on
the part ol the civil authorities be made, that the
venussion of #ynod shontd hold a <pecinl mcet-
g for appomting or recommending such a day to
be observed throughout the whole tounds of the
chureh. But, we fondly trus, that the cwil nu-
thonsea will come forward in tlus importam
atter.

We wonld grieve to gee them wsning any such
pdict, ag that which was promnlgated in Upper
Canada by the Licut, Governorin 1832—an edict
which, fron, :.s threats of paing and penalties to
all wha should fail to observe the preseribed day in
u relgous maaner, provohed not a few to disre-
sard at altosether,

We thinh the better way for the Uxcentive is
1o comned 2l digectly in their own employment
o cease from labor on such 2 day, and o recom-
wmend to the whole body of the jrople ta do the
same, 1 order 1o 18 beng appropriated, in private
and wm public, to the acknowlcagment of sin,
prayer, audd the other eaerzises of Pivine Worship.

The President of the great Repnblic, in our
ntishborhond, has adopted this style of address
1t will be seen, that the first Friday m August is
the day wluck he recommenda to he set apart to
fasting, humilintion, and prawer. We confuss
that we would have liked his recommendation all
she better, il it had contamed a distinet recognition
of the Mediator, ns a1 ouce, the Ring of Rings,
s the Grent High Privar, threngh whose atone-

ment and intercession alone eina can bo forgiven.

The Presidential proclantaion 1uns thusat—

“ A recommendation ot a season when the
Providence of God has wmanifested jtself, in the
visitation of a fearfuf pestitence, wluch is spread-
g s ravages throyghont the land, it is fitting

that a people whose relanes has ever heen on !

His protection, shonbl humble themsely es before
Hs throne, aud, wlile achnowleding past trang.
gresatons, ask @ contimanee of Divine satey.
~{1 13, therefore, camestly recommuended that the
first Frday i Angust be obseeved throughont the
United States, nsa day of fasung, hunnliation,
und prayer. Al husmess will be suspended in the
vanous branches of the publie service on that dny,
and it is reconunended to persons of all relunous
denommations 1o abaain ag far as pracueable,

from all reenlar occapatons, and to isscmble n |
thewr respective places of pubhic worship, to ne-

kanowledae the mntimte goodness which has wateh-
ed over our existence as a waton, and so long
crowned us with mamtold blessinga s and to sin~
plore the Alniahitv,an s own good e, to stay
the destrovung hand which 1g now hitted up agamst

us. Z. 'I'av1LoRr.”
Washington, July 3, 1540."
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THIS A PRIORT ARGUMENT FOR THE
TRINIEY.

Fluman renean could no more have discovered
the truths of Revelation, than it coukd have
planned the universe.  ‘Ihese trthis can never be
tully camprehended by man, even after they have
heen revealed, yet,in <o far as they are under-
stood, they do all commend themselves to cn-
bghtened reason. We find, even in regard to
some of the most mysterions of these truthe, such
as the Trinity, that reason, i it cannot demon-
steate them frem other truths, which are, to sonte
eatent, cognizable ¢ itself, can, at least, trace
harmontes butween them and those traths, and in
this way the more readiiy conxents to them, not-
with=tamding theie mystenousnesa,

Some of the alder Divines, not well considering
the proper s for the eacrcise of reuson, in
regazd to revelntion, endeavored to demonstrate
from the nature of the Divine perfections the cter-
nal generion of the Son, and the procession of
the Moly Ghests but these reasonings were of
little of service to Divine truth.  The following
quotation, from Jarris® Pre- Adumite Earvth, may
e regarded aa a fair specimen of all that reason
can conclude frum the absolute perfection and
ctemity of the Gadhicad, respecting a plurality of

{ persons i the Divme essence :—

« Bat what fintte mind can conecive the condi-
tions melnded 1 Absolute Perfeetiont ‘1o evolve
these will require ctemity; for could they be
evolved in lezs, they would not heunhmnted. All
that we can sy, 1, that whatever the amount of
mystery wcluded in lie objective universe may
wverhe, the probatainy is, that the proportion which
it beara to the mystery of the Divine nature, will
be that of the hunted 10 the valmuted ! that of in-
fimte perfection aphics mfinne  mystenonsness,
which it cerimaly dacs, then nfinte mysterious-
nesaagast ever form one of the distinetive excel-
lenees of that pertection @ that it the operation of
infimte actvity (enher of love, or power, or of any
other excellence) be essentiad to mbinge perfection,
atad it sneh achinty covld not be aggent and olject
at the same tinge, and in the same act, and yet no
olyeet, ad extea, existed from eternity | then must
it have exwuted m the Divine nuare dtselt’; in
other words, the Divine nature must include a
pluratity of distinctions, and include it as one of
il neceasary conditione, or essential perfections ;

that if no exereise of the Divine efliciency, ad ex-

tra, can ever be adegnate 10 its infinite perfection,

aud yet such adequate exereire, in gome way,

wust always be necessary to infinite perfection,

then must 1t be one of the exceilences of the Di-
! vine nature, not only hiat it should mclude & plu-
radiy of distincuons, but that the adequate sphere
of itz mfite actvity should be its own infinite
perlecetions 3 that sf o God in unity, without inters
nal distinctions, or diverity of modes, be incapa-
ble of moral affection, hecause having had nothing,
ad, estra, from eterty to love, then such intere
nal distimctions mwust ever have existed as clements
of reciprosal, social, self-suflicient perfection; and
that if suel plurality be an excellence, and if unity
be an excellence also 3 aud if there be any respeet
in which this plurality of eane kind can consist as
an exeellence with thia unity of anotlier, then it
will ecrtainly be included n aleolute perfection.
P Aud further, this perleetion implics not only that
all the exeellenee which it includes is simple, un-
compounded, one, but that God and it are identi-
eale that it i« not an adpunct of is being, but
s being itself”
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AN EXAMPLE WORTHY OF IMITA-
TION.

One of our Catecliists who has been but ashort
time in the fickt thus writes :—

“You sent me two copies of the Record for
June,  Whatever was your intention I took the
hint that T had been negleetful in pressing upon
the people the incmbent duty of suppoiting your
raper.  We are ever ready to put forth a plausi-
ble excuse for ourselves,” I was waiting, as 1
thought, for & niore favonrable opportuaity, for 1
assure you, bare suggestions have little avail,  In
the meantime { send you the names of eight sub-
seribers in addition to the five formerly sent.—
Address them all to — P. Q.

We are fully persuaded that if the like efforts
were generaliy put forth in bebialf of the Record
throughont the Church, our circulation would soon
be doubled,  There are very few who take an
interest mn the extension of our Church in this
great land, who might not with small effort add
10 our subscription list., Indeed there is scarcely
a subsenber who conid 1ot procure, in his neigh-
bourhoeod, another subscriber.
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WIIAT ARE DR. STEVENSON'S VIEWS?
AXND DR, FERRIER'S? '

To the Editor of the Record.

Mr. Enitor,—It has been averred to me, by
fricnds who holl voluntary principles, that their
views and those of the late Dr, Stevenson of Ayr,
substantially accord.  The wark of that very able
dinme on the « Qffices of Christ,” is now on my
table; and T have marhed one paragraph on the
“ Kmgly Office of Christ,” which I request youto
insert ; and with this view I send you the book.
No other quotations scem necessary 3 and I have
Just to gay, that if Dr. Ferrier, and those who take
his views, will at once say that they iomologats
these sentiments, not one question more will ever
be asked of them.  Nay, farther; if our brethren
of the United Preshyterian Synod will do the
same, an union is consummated at once i~

« Lven civil and politieal duties are moral du-
tics, consequently all who are favoured with su-
pematural revelation are bound, in all morat re-
spects, to regulate their civil and political conducet
Ly ite laws, and to act under the influence of ita
doctrines.  That civil and political duties are
moral dusics, we apprchend will be digmuted by
none who acknowledge the moral supremacy of
Ciod and the dependence of man, They are x,

.




