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Original Poctrn.

. (Por the Mistionary Record)
YW PHE STAR.OF HOPE.

. *When my frail weather-beaten bark,

Upon life’s stormy ocean,

Is toseed about by rolling waves,
‘That rage in fierce coinmotion ;

" When o'er 1ny sky, n threat’ning clouds,

‘The scowling tempests gather,

And 1 must brave my way against
The angry wind and weather;

* When days are dark, and friends are fow,
. And all my hopes are failing ;
, w;.‘a'l am'keft g;:kditm"l
. My prospocts dark prevailing 3
! Whe{ all arcund is deatli-like gloom,
. "And nought on cath scems checring,
"How sweet through yonder clouds to see
" The Star of Hope appearing.
- 1]t chesrs my spirit even while
¢ ‘The storm around me rages;
Fa& oh! its light reveals to me
-~ Blest Stat that cheers afliction’s night,
~* Awd d'er the troubled water,
+ 'That marks, ‘mid dangerous shoals, the path
For Zion'’s weeping daughter.

How oft thy hallowed beams have broke
+ Upon my night of sorrow 3
- How oft thy silver lustre told
- - Me of a brightar morrow!
- Thy radiance oft, tho darkest night,
.Hath choered,—each cloud dispelling,
: And comforted my drooping soul,
Its doubls and fears oft quclling.

. Forch! when ail was dark and drear
T, Acrom life’s ocean,
. And when in'wild conflicting thought,
. ".Oft broke my heart’s cinotion ;
. {Oh, then, upou that heavea-lit Star
. Niy.eye has fondly rested—
- . The Star whoee sacred lustrs has
7 With hope all round invested. .

Jesis ! thy promises to e
From that bright orb are streaming,
Ard through the dark and stormy mght
Their cheermg kght 18 beamng.
For, save thy pronises, no light
18 to my spirit cheering;
For oh, in these nlono 1 see
My Star of Hope appearing. 7 A
Ixversess, C. B, Sept., 1848

NOTICES.

NOTICE TO PRE:S:;!YTERY CLERKS.

Minutes of Synad have heen sent to the various
Agents, nccording to the notsfication in the Record
for August, (sce page 145). I

It is requested that meastures be taken for having
these put mto the hands of Elders, Deacons und
Managers, in every Congregation and Mission Sta-
tion, and thut renuttances be tade for them to the
Treasurer of the Synod Foud..

We ure sorry to have to complain of receiving so
few accounts of the procecdmgy of Preshytenes
‘The whole church is interested in the Neensing of

and other Presbyterinl acts 5 but of late few. if any,
think of scnding us information conceming such
matices. ’ )

The "General Home Mimion Committee, the

{ College Committee, and the Commimdon of Syuod, {-

will mcet (God willing) ae under:—

The Hoxr Mimion Cosaurrer, in Kuox's
Chaurch, Hailton, on the 11th Octoher, at 6, pam,

The Cotarce Conxrrreg, in the Libsary of
Kuox's Colleze, ‘Toronto, on Wednesday, the 1Fth
October, at 4, pm. It is expected that the Com.
mittee will adjourn for its more important business
until the evening of the 25th October, the day on
which the Connnindon meets.

T'he Coxvirsion or Syxon, in Knox's Church,
Toronto, ou Wednesday, the 25th of October, at
4, pm.

17 The Publisher of the Record can sapply
sets of the 4th Val,, from No. 6. He has also n
few copics of some of the carlier numbers.  Agents,
or others, who have spare copics of the fimt five
numbers, especially of nunber 1, will confer a fu-
vour by retuming them..

WIDOWS' FUND.
Frrous, C W, 1at Sept., 1848,
Rev. axn Dear Siz,~—According to instructions
of Synod reganding the Widows' Fund Scheme,
which was generalty approved of at ‘Torontoin June

-} last,and which you will find published in thenumber

of the Record for that mouth, I have prepared the
following, s a Ist of Querics to be scut down to
Presbytetics, with the view of ascertaining the mind
of the church on the prosisions of said acheme, and
especially of obtatuing information respecting the
disposition of ministers to eater upon it. 1 have
therefore to request that you wili bring these Quetics
before your Prosbytery at its carliest mecting, and
favour me with answers o them within three
months from this date, if possible.

1. Do the memhers of yoar Preshyiery approve

Yof exeluding from the Widows' Fund Scheme all

provison for aged and infirm minsters of our
church? ' '

Probutionem, ordination tnd induction of Ministers,’

2. Do the manbert of your Preshytery apprave
of connecting wWith the Widnws' Schewe preer,
a snbordinate one for mnkulg Proviss vp v ohe P
dren of decensed mutiksters und professors of our
church ?

3. Do the members of yeur Preshyterv approve
of annual collections hy their congregntons 1.
port of the Fund: and do they agree to corry vut
their part of the scheme, if required 1

4. Do the members of yaur Vreshytery think
that the sim of £2 10, ot L3 respy etively, with
the addition of £1 for the Orphans’ Schiewme, pro-
peeed a8 the amual rute payable by ministesx and
professom to the Fund, can be regulaly pail by
them? Do they agree to pay the xame, if tho
scheme be udopted by the church? Uz, the
event of collections besnyr genctally Cappresid of
and dispensed wath, do they think that « Dighes
rute than that propused 1n connection walt ¢ -
tons—say one ncarly double—could be alfuulld
by them!

5. Wil the members of yonr Preshitery |
their congregations consent to the anuual Fite, 10
be fixed by the Synod, as payable to ths Vo,
bemy deducted from tho dividend payable to cach
nuniter out of the Sustentetion Fumd? A

6. Do the members of your Presbytery approvo
of retaining and sccumuluting the entire procecds
of the Fund for the first five yeam of it opueraton,
without rexpect 1o auy clain for aznuitics which
sy nrise within that period ? .

7. Do the incimbers of your Preshytery appraza
of requiting future entrants into thes church to pay
for five yearsinto the Fumd; or, i the eveat of
their demise within that tane, that the tern of their
fift snnual payment shall liave passed before therr
widown becoitie entitled (o draw auy anpety

‘8. Do the membens of your, P'resbytery uppiova
of re-admitting to the benefitx of the echeme, nprm
any condition, those who inay have forfeited thur
right 1

4. What principle involved in the scheme, or
what purt of its caleulutions, or which of its vegm-
Iations, docr any member of your P'resbytery object
to, or propone an cteration of 3 and . what addition
to, or improvement of, any part of the schetue has
any member of your Preshytery to supaest?

10. Hearing in mind that all minute concdera.
tions, based upon the respeetive ages of coutributors,
and the relative age of hushand and wifee at war.
fage,—the increase of Fund, arising from entry-
money and murrage-tax,—tho probability of a
greater or smaller propottion of married 0 sls
¢ mtributors,~1he chance of life in thiv commtry- ns
differing from that in other conntries,—and thy
possible incorrectness of duta fumizhed by nlimited
number of cases, &e., ate purpesciy kept ont of
Tiew, becance fitted nx likely to cmbarruss or mis-
fead, nx to direct to a trur result —How mony of
the mmisters and profexsors . your Prebye oy
appruve generally of the scheme $ and, afler it hne
een earefuily revised and corzected, are dit posed—
notwithstanding posible defeetx in it ss minor cb-
jections ont thar pant—to enter upon t?

Will you alo obtzin and faveur mo with iu-
formation on the following puints:

1. What i the age of each minister and proferor
in vour Preshytery 3 if married, what is the age of
his wife, and how louz have they been marred 5
and il not marsied, whether he is buchelor or
widawer? ..

11. Hew many chitdren hag earh pvinicier and
profesor 1n your Presbytery, and what are thor

respective ages?



